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Geopark — a geographical revolution in Hong Kong
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Abstract

The establishment of Hong Kong National Geopark before the end of 2009 highlights

four clear affirmatives which are extremely positive to the disciplines of geography

and geology:

® Rocks and landforms will be considered as a significant component of the
environment and will no longer be ignored in nature conservation

® Geography and geology will be made more easily accessible and understandable

by people at all levels



® The importance of geography and geology to the society will be better
recognized by the government, academics and the public
® Generation of more geosciences research and career opportunities as well as

enhancement of the academic status of the two disciplines

The speaker will elaborate on the concept, principles, objectives and the planning of
Hong Kong National Geopark. He will then assess the short and long term impacts on
geography and geology in Hong Kong. As a geoscientist, he will share and encourage
all geography and geology professionals to take advantage of the tremendous
opportunities created by national geopark and the subsequent global geopark
accreditations (in process of application), to jointly enhance its academic status and
making them more convivial and practical. The speaker will then conclude by
reiterating that Hong Kong Geopark is not an Ocean Park or a Disneyland, it is an
important and meaningful GEOGRAPHICAL REVOLUTION which requires active

participation of all geoscientists.

SiP=H} (Young CY. Ng)

Web site : www.rocks.org.hk
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Young Ng is the founder and the current chairman of the Association for
Geoconservation, Hong Kong. He is a key member of the HKSAR Government’s Hong
Kong Geopark Taskforce, a member of the Hong Kong Country and Marine Parks
Board and a member of the Advisory Board of the Leigiong Global Geopark of Hainan
Province. He is a part-time lecturer in geotourism courses in CUHK and HKUST as well

as an accredited trainer and instructor of the HKSAR Government’s Skills Upgrading


http://www.rocks.org.hk/

Scheme for local ecotour guides. He graduated from HKU’s Department of Geography
and Geology as well as Imperial College of Science, Technology and Medicine of
London University. He is currently a researcher in geconservation and geopark in the
School of Geosciences, University of Sydney, Australia.

As the pioneer in geoconservation and geotourism in Hong Kong, he has been
zealously promoting geoconservation and popularizing geo-scientific information for
the understanding of general public. He is one of the primary proposers of the Hong
Kong Geopark. Since 2005, he has actively involved in geopark and natural heritage
nominations and has done tremendous works in promoting and lobbying Hong Kong
Geopark and some Chinese geological heritages at national and UNESCO levels. His
works also include planning, training and networking for geoparks and geological
heritages.



