A Practical Understanding of the
Compulsory Modules in the
HKDSE Geography Curriculum
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thuiry Questions in the Compulsory Part
of HKDSE Geography

Module Enquiry Question

Opportunities and
Risks

Managing River and
Coastal Environments

[s it rational to live in hazard-prone areas of tectonic plate movements?

How to respond to the ever-changing river and coastal environments?

Changing Industrial

; How and why does the location of industry change over space and time?
Location

Building a Sustainable | Are environmental conservation and urban development mutually
City exclusive?

Combating Famine [s technology a panacea for food shortage?

Disappearing Green Who should be responsible or pay for the massive deforestation in
Canopy rainforest regions?

Climate Change Is climate change a long-term fluctuation or an irreversible trend?
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Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 1 -
‘Opportunities and Risks’

Where are tectonic hazards found and how are they occurred?

Major * How to cope with the existing/ potential threats of tectonic hazards?
Concerns | . What are the differences between MDCs and LDCs when coping with
tectonic hazards? Why are there such differences?
* Man-environment relationship in tectonic activities
* Mechanisms and results of tectonic plate movement
Ke : : :
C Y  Factors affecting magnitude of tectonic hazards
oncepts
» Effectiveness of preventive and remedial measures towards tectonic
hazards
Scenario |°* Areaswith human settlement under the impact of tectonic activities
Remarks |+ Related module: ‘Dynamic Earth’
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Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 2 -
‘Managing River and Coastal Environments’

How does the work of water shape specific fluvial and coastal landform
features?

Major * How specific fluvial and coastal landform features facilitate or restrain
Concerns human activities?
* How can modifications be made to the river and coastal environments
for specific human uses?
* Man-environment relationship along river channel/ at coastal region
Key  Factors affecting fluvial processes and wave action
Concepts |+ Specific constructions and measures to modify river and coastal
environments
Scenario |+ Siteswith human occupancy affected by fluvial processes/ wave action
* Related modules: ‘Building a Sustainable City’; ‘Dynamic Earth’
Remarks |+ Fluvial and coastal landform features are to illustrate the work of water

at specific sites
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Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 3 -
‘Changing Industrial Location’

Why are industries established at specific locations?
What make industries to move or to stay?

Major . . . . : :
) * What is the impact of globalisation on industrial location?
Concerns . .
* What are the consequences to the origin and the destination when an
industry is relocated?
* Factors affecting the locational patterns of China’s iron and steel
Ke industry and the US IT industry
Y  Industrial agglomeration, decentralisation and inertia
Concepts .. : ) :
* Impact of globalisation on the patterns of industrial location
* Socio-economic and environmental impact of industrial relocation
* Relocation of HK industries
Scenario |+ Comparing past, present and future locational patterns of China’s iron
and steel industry and the US IT industry
« Changing characteristics of China’s iron and steel industry and the US
Remarks

IT industry over time are to illustrate the causes of their relocation
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Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 4 -
‘Building a Sustainable City’

Major

* Why are urban development and urban renewal necessary in HK?
How to make a comprehensive plan for urban development or urban

renewal?
Concerns _ ,
What should be included in an urban development or urban renewal
plan to cater for the needs of different stakeholders?
Man-environment relationship in urban settings
Urban problems and their causes and impacts
Key :
Strategies of urban development and urban renewal
Concepts
Pros and cons of urban development and urban renewal
Benefits and costs of sustainable development
, Specific areas/ sites in HK which have undergone/ is undergoing/ will
Scenario
undergo urban development or urban renewal
Causes and nature of urban problems are unique in each specific area
Remarks

or site
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Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 5 -
‘Combating Famine’

* What are the purposes of agricultural development?
* How do physical and human factors interplay in the development of

Major : .
agricultural activities?
Concerns . o _
* What should be considered when raising agricultural outputs?
* How to maintain agricultural outputs reasonably in the long run?
* Man-environment relationship in agricultural development
Key  Factor affecting agricultural outputs

Concepts |« Roles of technology to tackle farming constraints

* Impact of agricultural development on the environment

: * Comparing agricultural development in Southern California and the
Scenario

Sahel region

« Farming characteristics in Southern California & the Sahel region are to
Remarks

illustrate the different technological levels between these two regions
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Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 6 -
‘Disappearing Green Canopy’

What have made the tropical rainforest a complex ecosystem?

Major * Why are humans developing/ exploiting the tropical rainforest?
Concerns |« What are the pros and cons of limiting human interference to the
tropical rainforest environment?
* Man-environment relationship in tropical rainforest regions
* Components and processes in the tropical rainforest ecosystem
Key . - . : :
* Human activities specifically found in tropical rainforests
Concepts
* Conservation versus development in tropical rainforests
 Sustainability of tropical rainforests
Scenario |+ Tropical rainforest regions under human exploitation
* Understanding the tropical rainforest ecosystem is essential but human
Remarks

interference, both exploitation and conservation, is the focus of study
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Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 7 —
‘Climate Change’

What are the climatic anomalies we are facing?
How are such climatic anomalies arisen?

Major * What are the short-term and long-term consequences of climatic
Concerns anomalies?
 What can individual effort and international cooperation achieve in
tackling climatic anomalies?
* Man-environment relationship in different climatic regions
K * Local/ regional/ global phenomena of climatic anomalies
e . .
Y * Natural and human causes of climatic anomalies
Concepts _ , , ,
* Measures and strategies to tackle climatic anomalies
*  Ways of living with climatic anomalies
Scenario |+ Local/ regional/ global examples of climatic anomalies
 Distinguish between climatic trends and weather phenomena
Remarks

Related module: ‘Weather and Climate’
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A few reminders...

The HKDSE Geography curriculum is composed of
the Compulsory Part and the Elective Part,
NOT Paper 1 and Paper 2.

The setting of two papers in the HKDSE
Geography examination is for administrative
purpose.

An appropriate and reasonable combination of the
modules in the compulsory and elective parts is
recommended for teaching and learning.
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Thank You for Your
Participation




