


Enquiry Questions in the Compulsory Part 
of HKDSE Geography 

Module Enquiry Question 

Opportunities and 
Risks 

Is it rational to live in hazard-prone areas of tectonic plate movements? 

Managing River and 
Coastal Environments 

How to respond to the ever-changing river and coastal environments? 

Changing Industrial 
Location 

How and why does the location of industry change over space and time? 

Building a Sustainable 
City 

Are environmental conservation and urban development mutually 
exclusive? 

Combating Famine Is technology a panacea for food shortage? 

Disappearing Green 
Canopy 

Who should be responsible or pay for the massive deforestation in 
rainforest regions? 

Climate Change Is climate change a long-term fluctuation or an irreversible trend? 
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香港中學文憑地理科必修部分的探究問題 
單元 探究問題 

機會與風險 居住在災害頻生的構造板塊活動地區是否明智之舉？ 

管理河流和海岸環境 如何應對持續變化的河流環境及海岸環境？ 

轉變中的工業區位 工業區位如何及為何隨時間和空間的變化而改變？ 

建設一個可持續發展
的城市 

環境保育與城市發展是否不能並存？ 

對抗饑荒 科技是否解決糧食短缺的靈丹妙藥？ 

消失中的綠色樹冠 誰應為大規模砍伐雨林負責或付出代價？ 

氣候變化 氣候變化是一項長期波動還是一個不可逆轉的趨勢？ 

HK Geog Day-School Talk-26 Nov 2022 3 



Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 1 – 
‘Opportunities and Risks’ 

HK Geog Day-School Talk-26 Nov 2022 4 

Major 
Concerns 

• Where are tectonic hazards found and how are they occurred? 

• How to cope with the existing/ potential threats of tectonic hazards? 

• What are the differences between MDCs and LDCs when coping with 

tectonic hazards? Why are there such differences? 

Key 
Concepts 

• Man-environment relationship in tectonic activities 

• Mechanisms and results of tectonic plate movement 

• Factors affecting magnitude of tectonic hazards 

• Effectiveness of preventive and remedial measures towards tectonic 

hazards 

Scenario • Areas with human settlement under the impact of tectonic activities 

Remarks • Related module: ‘Dynamic Earth’ 



從實用角度理解必修單元一：「機會與風險」 
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主要關注
內容 

• 哪裏有構造災害？它們是如何發生的？ 

• 如何應付構造災害的現有／潛在威脅？ 

• 較發達國家與欠發達國家在應付構造災害上有什麼差異？為何有這些

差異？ 

關鍵性的
概念 

• 人與環境在構造活動中的關係 

• 構造板塊活動的機制及後果 

• 影響構造災害強度的因素 

• 預防性措施及補救性措施對於構造災害的效用 

情境 • 在構造活動影響之下的人類聚落地區 

備註 • 相關單元：「動態的地球」 



Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 2 – 
‘Managing River and Coastal Environments’ 

Major 
Concerns 

• How does the work of water shape specific fluvial and coastal landform 

features? 

• How specific fluvial and coastal landform features facilitate or restrain 

human activities? 

• How can modifications be made to the river and coastal environments 

for specific human uses? 

Key 
Concepts 

• Man-environment relationship along river channel/ at coastal region 

• Factors affecting fluvial processes and wave action 

• Specific constructions and measures to modify river and coastal 

environments 

Scenario • Sites with human occupancy affected by fluvial processes/ wave action 

Remarks 

• Related modules: ‘Building a Sustainable City’; ‘Dynamic Earth’ 

• Fluvial and coastal landform features are to illustrate the work of water 

at specific sites 
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從實用角度理解必修單元二：「管理河流和海岸
環境」 

主要關注
內容 

• 水的作用如何塑造特定的河流地貌及海岸地貌？ 

• 特定的河流地貌及海岸地貌如何促進或限制人類活動？ 

• 人們可如何改變河流環境及海岸環境以配合特定的用途？ 

關鍵性的
概念 

• 人與環境沿河道／於海岸地區的關係 

• 影響河流作用及波浪作用的因素 

• 改變河流環境及海岸環境的特定建築及措施 

情境 • 受到河流作用／波浪作用影響的人類居住地點 

備註 
• 相關單元：「建設一個可持續發展的城市」；「動態的地球」 

• 以河流地貌及海岸地貌說明水在特定地點的作用 
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Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 3 – 
‘Changing Industrial Location’ 
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Major 
Concerns 

• Why are industries established at specific locations? 
• What make industries to move or to stay? 
• What is the impact of globalisation on industrial location? 
• What are the consequences to the origin and the destination when an 

industry is relocated? 

Key 
Concepts 

• Factors affecting the locational patterns of China’s iron and steel 
industry and the US IT industry 

• Industrial agglomeration, decentralisation and inertia 
• Impact of globalisation on the patterns of industrial location 
• Socio-economic and environmental impact of industrial relocation 

Scenario 
• Relocation of HK industries 
• Comparing past, present and future locational patterns of China’s iron 

and steel industry and the US IT industry 

Remarks 
• Changing characteristics of China’s iron and steel industry and the US 

IT industry over time are to illustrate the causes of their relocation 



從實用角度理解必修單元三：「轉變中的工業區
位」 

HK Geog Day-School Talk-26 Nov 2022 9 

主要關注
內容 

• 為何工業設立於特定區位？ 

• 什麼原因令工業搬遷或停留？ 

• 全球化對工業區位有什麼影響？ 

• 工業搬遷對原有地點及目的地造成什麼後果？ 

關鍵性的
概念 

• 影響中國鋼鐵工業及美國資訊科技工業區位形態的因素 

• 工業集聚、工業分散及工業慣性 

• 全球化對工業區位形態的影響 

• 工業搬遷的社會經濟及環境影響 

情境 
• 香港工業的搬遷 

• 比較中國鋼鐵工業及美國資訊科技工業過往、現今及未來的區位形態 

備註 • 以中國鋼鐵工業及美國資訊科技工業特徵的變化說明兩者搬遷的原因 



Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 4 – 
‘Building a Sustainable City’ 
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Major 
Concerns 

• Why are urban development and urban renewal necessary in HK? 

• How to make a comprehensive plan for urban development or urban 

renewal? 

• What should be included in an urban development or urban renewal 

plan to cater for the needs of different stakeholders? 

Key 
Concepts 

• Man-environment relationship in urban settings 

• Urban problems and their causes and impacts 

• Strategies of urban development and urban renewal 

• Pros and cons of urban development and urban renewal 

• Benefits and costs of sustainable development 

Scenario 
• Specific areas/ sites in HK which have undergone/ is undergoing/ will 

undergo urban development or urban renewal 

Remarks 
• Causes and nature of urban problems are unique in each specific area 

or site 



從實用角度理解必修單元四：「建設一個可持續
發展的城市」 
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主要關注
內容 

• 為何香港需要進行城市發展及市區更新？ 

• 如何為城市發展或市區更新作出一個綜合性規劃？ 

• 為滿足不同持份者的需求，一個城市發展或市區更新方案應包括些什

麼？ 

關鍵性的
概念 

• 人與城市環境的關係 

• 城市問題與它們的成因及影響 

• 城市發展及市區更新的策略 

• 城市發展及市區更新的利弊 

• 可持續發展的成本與效益 

情境 
• 在香港曾經進行／正在進行／將會進行城市發展或市區更新的特定地

區 

備註 • 每個特定地區或地點的城市問題有它們獨特成因和性質 



Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 5 – 
‘Combating Famine’ 
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Major 
Concerns 

• What are the purposes of agricultural development? 

• How do physical and human factors interplay in the development of  

agricultural activities? 

• What should be considered when raising agricultural outputs? 

• How to maintain agricultural outputs reasonably in the long run? 

Key 
Concepts 

• Man-environment relationship in agricultural development 

• Factor affecting agricultural outputs 

• Roles of technology to tackle farming constraints 

• Impact of agricultural development on the environment 

Scenario 
• Comparing agricultural development in Southern California and the 

Sahel region 

Remarks 
• Farming characteristics in Southern California & the Sahel region are to 

illustrate the different technological levels between these two regions 



從實用角度理解必修單元五：「對抗饑荒」 

HK Geog Day-School Talk-26 Nov 2022 13 

主要關注
內容 

• 農業發展的目的是什麼？ 

• 自然因素與人文因素如何在農業活動的發展中相互影響？ 

• 當提高農業產出時，應考慮些什麼？ 

• 從長遠來看，如何合理地維持農業產出？ 

關鍵性的
概念 

• 人與環境在農業發展中的關係 

• 影響農業產出的因素 

• 科技在應對農業限制中的角色 

• 農業發展對環境的影響 

情境 • 比較南加州與薩赫勒地區的農業發展 

備註 • 以南加州與薩赫勒地區的農業特徵說明這兩個地區的不同科技水平 



Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 6 – 
‘Disappearing Green Canopy’ 
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Major 
Concerns 

• What have made the tropical rainforest a complex ecosystem? 

• Why are humans developing/ exploiting the tropical rainforest? 

• What are the pros and cons of limiting human interference to the 

tropical rainforest environment? 

Key 
Concepts 

• Man-environment relationship in tropical rainforest regions 

• Components and processes in the tropical rainforest ecosystem 

• Human activities specifically found in tropical rainforests 

• Conservation versus development in tropical rainforests 

• Sustainability of tropical rainforests 

Scenario • Tropical rainforest regions under human exploitation 

Remarks 
• Understanding the tropical rainforest ecosystem is essential but human 

interference, both exploitation and conservation, is the focus of study 



從實用角度理解必修單元六：「消失中的綠色樹
冠」 
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主要關注
內容 

• 是什麼使熱帶雨林成為一個複雜的生態系統？ 

• 人類為何發展／開發熱帶雨林？ 

• 限制人類干擾熱帶雨林的環境有什麼利弊？ 

關鍵性的
概念 

• 人與環境在熱帶雨林地區的關係 

• 熱帶雨林生態系統的組元及過程 

• 在熱帶雨林中特定的人類活動 

• 在熱帶雨林中保育與發展的相比 

• 熱帶雨林的可持續性 

情境 • 人類開發中的熱帶雨林地區 

備註 
• 對熱帶雨林生態系統的理解是必要的，但研習的焦點是人類的干擾，

包括開發及保育 



Practical Understanding of Compulsory Module 7 – 
‘Climate Change’ 
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Major 
Concerns 

• What are the climatic anomalies we are facing? 

• How are such climatic anomalies arisen? 

• What are the short-term and long-term consequences of climatic 

anomalies? 

• What can individual effort and international cooperation achieve in 

tackling climatic anomalies? 

Key 
Concepts 

• Man-environment relationship in different climatic regions 

• Local/ regional/ global phenomena of climatic anomalies 

• Natural and human causes of climatic anomalies 

• Measures and strategies to tackle climatic anomalies 

• Ways of living with climatic anomalies 

Scenario • Local/ regional/ global examples of climatic anomalies 

Remarks 
• Distinguish between climatic trends and weather phenomena 

• Related module: ‘Weather and Climate’ 



從實用角度理解必修單元七：「氣候變化」 
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主要關注
內容 

• 我們面對着什麼氣候異常情況？ 

• 這些氣候異常情況是怎樣發生的？ 

• 氣候異常情況的短期及長期後果是什麼？ 

• 個人努力及國際合作可在應對氣候異常情況上達致些什麼？ 

關鍵性的
概念 

• 人與環境在不同氣候區中的關係 

• 當地／區域／全球的氣候異常現象 

• 氣候異常情況的自然及人為成因 

• 應對氣候異常情況的措施及策略 

• 與氣候異常情況共存的生活方式 

情境 • 當地／區域／全球的氣候異常例子 

備註 
• 區分氣候趨勢與天氣現象 

• 相關單元：「天氣與氣候」 



A few reminders… 
 The HKDSE Geography curriculum is composed of 

the Compulsory Part and the Elective Part, 
NOT Paper 1 and Paper 2. 

 The setting of two papers in the HKDSE 
Geography examination is for administrative 
purpose. 

 An appropriate and reasonable combination of the 
modules in the compulsory and elective parts is 
recommended for teaching and learning. 
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幾項提示… 
香港中學文憑地理科課程由必修部分及選修部分

組成，而非試卷一及試卷二。 

為行政原因，香港中學文憑地理科考試設兩張考

卷。 

建議在教與學的過程中，適當及合理地組合必修

部分及選修部分的不同單元。 
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