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Position Paper

ot WoB 2o\ HKGP

HONG KONG GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCTATION

February 17, 2004
Do KK Chan
Curriculum Development Institute
Feducation and Manpower Bureau
Wu Chung Building, Queen’s Roud East
Heng Kong

Dear Dr. KK, Chan,

Re: Secondary Education Reform - 5.4-6 Geography

The Hong Kong education svstem 15 undergoing a major restructuring, On many public occasions it
has been wadely reported it the new 3-3 systent will be i place in the near future. Curriculum
Development Insttute officials have postulated that the present $4-55, 56-7 curriculum will be
redesigned to be compatible with the structural changes: Being a professional assooiation with
stromg involvement in geographical education,  the Hong Kong Geopraphical Associaton would hke
Lo mnake some suggestions for the Curriculum Development Committee responsible for developing
the new geography curmculum to consider,

1. The new curriculum should place emphasis, not only on key geosraphicul concepts, but also

leamning skills and positive attitudes to keep pace with the aims of recent education reform. [t
also ensure that leamers develop the necessary compelency 10 become capable, responsible
citizens, andalso be ready to take up geography related studies i the future,

2 The changes should not averburden  1eachers who have undertaken the: challenge of
implementimg wo new geopraphy curricula (iec 51-53 and 54-5) in the space of six years,

Ax analvsis of the present peography curmculum:

The new senior secondary curriculum is desipned for 54-50 students: Al present, there are two
geography curticula for this age group, o 54-55, 56-87. The A-level geography curriculum has
been taught for over 20 years. It needs a major overhaul even if no restructuring was planned for the
present education system

On the other hand, the present 54-55 5 a new implementation progranime lor this scademic year. At
the time of 1ts formulation; the current trend of the geography development, geographical education
and the characteristics of the students have been  carefully considered, Although it is not prefeet,
the overall structure is acceplable: The section on themes introduces the basic concept of gengraphy
and the “issues” section can enhance students’ understanding, skills and attitudes development
through the application of the concepts and knowledge pained from the study of themes.

However, 1t should be noted that the 54-535 cumiculum stll has reom for improvement  in the
following areas
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Position Paper

I, The linkage between issues and themes is too nigid,

(]

Some of the case studies chosen are not appropriate, for example, the case of Sahel 15 too alien 1o
Homg Kong students and its impontance does not call for  in-depth study-al senior secondary
levels, The choice of cases for companson of tropical climate is problematic,

3. GULS, the mest important and commonly used peography skill, has not been included,

4. Some important geography themes of immediate relevance to the Hong Kong context such as
coast, rocks have not been included:

supiested dircctions of the pew curficulun:

In the light of these considerations, we would like 10 make the following suggestions for the

Cammittee o consider:

1. Adopt the structure of the 54-55 curmiculum, The theme and issue structure is modular in nature.
It can be cxlended into a three-vear programme without much difficulty by adding some new
themes.

2. The issues should be seen as cases for students 1o apply the concepts, knowledge and skill
learned in the theme section, Therefore, the number of issues and themes need not  be 1dentical,

3. Asthe present 54-55 curmculum is considered 1o be  guite demanding, 1t is sugzested that only
three themes should be added to the new cuwriculum, We think that “ccosystem™, “coast™ and
“rocks and weathering”™ should be added, because they are important geography themes  which
ure of high local relevance 1o Hong Kong. Moreover. it will facilitate the design of field work as
there are numerous suitable field work sites for these themes in Hong Kong, This is in line with
the policy of promaoting life-wide leaming.

4. Itis not necessary to add new issues, Instead, some 1ssues should be replaced. Sustainable urban
development, for example, may be 100 broad and vague for secondary schoal students.

3 Three new issues may be used to replace some of the existing issues, They are: coastal
management, landslide and deforestaton.

6. To make the issues relevant and attractive 1o students;  there must be 2 mechanism built into the

new programme to update these 1ssues.

LS, should be included as a pant of geographical skills to be taught .

.-\- s

We hope that these ideas will be of use and be seriously considered. As a body of professional
geographers and geopraphy teachers, we have a strong commitment fo improving the quality of the
teaching of the geagraphy in primary and secondary schools | If the Committee would like us Lo help
contribute to the design of the curriculum, we would be most willing to assist .

We look forward 10 receiving vour reply.

Yours simeceraly,
| il
e e

YEUNG Pun Ki Victor
Churrpersan, Secondary Education Commitlee

Ce: Mr. W.F. Waong
Curriculym Development Institute,
Education and Manpower Burean
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HONG RONGGEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION

May 5, 2004

Mrs, Fanny Law

Permanent Secretary

LEducation and Manpower Burcau

VW Chung Building, Queen’s Road East
Homg Kong

Drear Mirs, Law,

Re!  The Closure of the Sai Kune Field Studics Centre

As Geography teachers at the secomdary and tertiary levels and professional Geography
researchers, we are shocked und sad to learn that the Sai Kung Field Studies Centre (FSC)
will be closed by the Education and Manpower Bureau (EMBY {rom September 2004, We
wiould like to register our abjection w such a decision and share our concerns on this matter
with vou and vour colleazues at the Bureaw.

The Sai Kung FSC is the oldest of three feld studies centres in Hong Kong specializing in
and providing A-level Geography and Biology curticulum-related residential field study
courses tor sixth formers in Hong Kong.  In the past two decades; thousands of students have
benefited from the lifewide leaming activities offered by the Sat Kung FSC and its sister
msiitations.

l'eaching Geography without a fieldwork component is almosl analogous to teaching Science
without engaging in experiments,  Fieldwork is essential m the teaching and learning of
geographical matters at all levels—a principle clearly stated in the official Geography
curriculum developed by the Curniculum Development Institute and is actively promoted
EMB's current educational reform programme.  The Bureau's reform effort will be seriously
undermined and its associated ohjectives impaired by the closure of the Sai Kung FSC,

Pust statistics have shown that the demand lor AL and CF field study courses has alwawvs been
greater than their supply.  In fact, in the 2003-2004 academie veur, about 20 percent of the
applications for these courses, in terms of the number of students, had to be rejected due o a
luck of space; The closure of the Sar Kung FSC will definitely aggravate the problem of
under-supply of feld study courses and deny a great number of Geography students and
teachers the opportunity to conduet field study in a safe and supportive environment,

There is a perception that new, additional fickd work oppartunities have recently hecome
available as a number of MGOs have started to operate nature study centres in recent years,
While they serve a wonthwhile purpose in their own right; it should be noted that the hal f-day
andfor two-hour guided tours offered by the NGOs, 10 terms of their scope and nature, are
very different from the residential field study courses designed specifically for A-level
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Mra: Funny Law
May 5, 2004
Page 2

students at the Sai Kung FSC. Moreover. the Sai Kung FSC, along with the other two FSCs,
specifically serves the interests and needs of A-level Geography and Biology students,
whereas the nature study centres run by the NGOs primarily eater to the interests of lower
farm students in the secondary schaals,

In light of the need to maintain a reasonably adequate level of support for field study activities
designed specifically for A-level students, we would like 1o make the following sugzestions
for the Burcuu to consider;

1. Could the EMB commit some additional resources for the two remaining [eld studies
centres or other nstitutions 1o mamlain, at the very least, the current level of support for
Geography students and teachers taking part in field study activities?

2. Instead of abandoning the cquipment in the Sa1 Kung FSC, could they he relocated to the
two remaining field studies centres o as to enhance their provisions for field study
dctivities?

3. Since the Sai Kung FSC is also responsible for teacher training, could the EME
commizsion the two remaining field studies centres or other institutions to help maintain a
sufficient level of professional tramming and development programme for Cieography
teachers?

Wi stronaly believe that such measures could help alleviate the detrimental conscguences of
the closure of the Sai Kung FSC on the teaching of (reography for A-level students. My
colleagues and | are more than happy 1o meet with vou and your colleagues 1o discuss this
mutter further at vour convenience, [ can be reached by telephone at 2859-2840 or by e-miail
at <leeviohbu hk=.

Yours sincerely,

ffﬁi“f/?////ﬂ ==

r

k-ghiu F Lee, Ph.D.
Chairperson

Cez Pr Kok Chan
Curriculum Development Institute
LEducation and Manpower Bureay
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Book Review

Title: Learning through enquiry
Author: Margaret Roberis
Publisher: Geographical Association
Year of publication: 2004

ISBN: 1 84377 095 4

Enguiry is one of the most promoted teaching and
leaming stratesies. As stated mothe Cumiculum Guide
ol S1-3 and §4-5 Geograplyy. such approuch is en-
courpged 1o promote students” learning. This book
provides & comprehensive picture on how enguiry can
be carried out in geography classroom, with special

reference to the teaching of junior secondury students,

The tirst three chapters of this book: provide o good
Introsduction o whal enguiry 15 As stated inthis book,

the sither views thit students” have W develop the

skills ol dsking guestiony: selecting sourcey of

evidence: analvzing and evaluating data; and reach-
ing conclusions, Based on theorics on studentsi
learnimg. the author explaing why enquiry can help

the fearning of students.

In Chapter 4 10 8, the author uses examples 1o show
how geographical enguiry can help to develop
numeracy and Hreracy skills and in trn how these
skills lead o geographical understanding, Chupter 9
W L6 shows how different enguiry activines can be
carmied out in classroom,  Different pedagogies are
introduced and examples arg wsed o illustrate these
icleas.

This book is much mere than an introduction o the
threories on enguiry learning. 1t also provides many
practical examples for classroom use, many ol which
are interesting weas Tor wachers (o plun their own

lessons:

Connie Wu Shuk-ting
Curriculum Development [nstitute

Education and Muanpower Burcan
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