Editor Notes

In this issue, we introduce you the new Executive Committee
chaired by Prof. Donggen Wang (HKBU) and the new Secondary
Education Committee. Articles covered include the 40th
Anniversary Sharing Session report, the PRD field trip report, local
field site recommendation and a teacher’s article on agricultural
practice in the PRD.

The next issue of Hong Kong Geographer will
be available in April 2010 (in a printed format).
That is a Special Issue on School Based Contents
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In the near future, the Hong Kong Geographer will be published in
an electronic version. Thus, it is time for members to provide us /
update your emails to keep our interactions. You can send your
name and email address to enquiry@hkga.org. »

Thls newsletter is published blannually by the Hong Kong Geographical Assomatlon
Editorial Board: Alice S.Y. Chow and Anthony K.C. Yeung

2ERE. BHER. EEEEF, FHEFHBiEenquiryehkga. org 48HE www. hkga.'arg
Ht 31k ﬁ:%ﬂﬁ‘é"“"‘HE%%%?EWSS.%% :




Message from the Chairman

Since its foundation in 1969, HKGA has in the past forty years made great contributions to
geography education and geography studies in Hong Kong. The association has been providing
important professional supports to geography teachers through workshops, lectures, field trips,
etc. HKGA has been working closely with government departments including the Education
Bureau and Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority on curriculum reform and the
introduction of the 3-3-4 education system. Jointly with the departments of geography of the
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong Baptist University and the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, the Association has since 1981 been organizing the biennial event of '"Hong Kong
Geography Day; which incorporates talks for secondary students, field trips for geography
teachers, research seminars for intellectual exchange between academics, forums, exhibitions,
etc. In the past three decades, Hong Kong Geography Day’ has become a focal event of
geography in Hong Kong. The association publishes a newsletter twice a year, the Hong Kong
Geographer, which reports activities of the association and exchange views and experiences in -
teaching geography. In 1981, HKGA launched a scholarly journal in English: Asian Geographer.

The journal focuses on geographical issues in Asia and the Pacific Rim.

All these achievements would not have been possible without the dedication, hard working
and creative minds of the previous Executive Committees of HKGA. The 2009-2011 Executive
Committee deeply cherish these achievements and will carry on the good traditions and
practices of the past. At the same time, we will explore ways to further develop HKGA. We will
further enhance the professional services to geographer teachers through organizing seminars,
field trips and other activities. Competitions and learning activities will be organized to promote
the interests of secondary school students in geography. Efforts will be spent to enhance HKGA's
role in promoting academic development. A major task will be to revitalize Asian Geographer to
be an important geographical journal on Asia and the Pacific Rim. In addition, HKGA will be

more involved in the organization of academic conferences, workshops and seminars.

| am confident that with the supports of HKGA members and the efforts of colleagues in the

Executive Committee, HKGA will be developed to a new height.

Prof. Donggen Wang
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Sharing Session of the 40th Anniversary of Hong Kong Geographical Association

o The 40th Anniversary of
Hong Kong Geographical
QKiﬁ ? . Association sharing
\ j session was held on 18

The 40th Anniversary  August 2009 (Tuesday) at
Hong Kong 3

2 the University of Hon
Geographical Associ - Y

Kong, Pokfulam, The Chair,

f e fg:aggﬂ{;;esaaw & Professor Donggen Wang,
g fﬁgs"giggangfheatr? e Uniets thanked members of the
y ~ EXCO and committee for
running the HKGA for 40
~ years as well as the
o R g S~ fi support and assistance
rmzo @ B £R L ORE 'a& from the committee of the
i 24 : 4 10th Asian Urbanization

. Conference.

About the HKGA

Since its foundation in 1969, HKGA has made great contribution to geography education and geography studies. It
has been providing professional support to geography teachers through workshop, lectures, fieldtrips, etc. Also, the
Association has worked closely with the Education Bureau and HKEAA regarding the education reform, ie.
introduction of 3-4-4 education system. Started from 1981, the geography department of three universities
organized Hong Kong Geography Day which incorporated talks for secondary students, fieldtrips for geography
teachers, research seminars for intellectual exchange between academics, seminars and exhibition, etc. It has

become an important event of geography in Hong Kong in the past few decades.

The Association publishes newsletter twice a year, i.e. Hong Kong Geographers. It reports the activities of the
Association and exchanges views in teaching geography. Moreover, the Association joined the geography
department of the University of Hong Kong to publish a scholar journal ‘Asian geographer’ on geographical

research for Asia and the Pacific Rim.
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Sharing from EXCO members

Mr. H.L. Law (Hon. Treasurer, 1969-1971) shared the history of HKGA. In the
early 1960s, the education system had not been widespread in Hong Kong’s
society. There was not much geography education training. Although the
number of geography teachers was not large, the motivation to promote
geographical education was still in progress.The teachers gathered and had
the mind of establishing the HKGA. It had used two years for the
establishment which took United Kingdom Geographical Association as a

role model

Professor Victor Sit (Vice-chair, 1980-1981; Chair, 1981-1983) pointed out
that Hong Kong Geography Day is important in secondary geography
education as talks about public examinations and exhibition of the latest
textbook will be included.The development, popularization and application
of geography are essential. Secondary schools and universities are the two
main support of the Association. At the same time, the Association has

provided support to the geography subject. He revealed that city is a vital

source in exploring fieldwork site in studying human geography.

Professor Anthony G.O.Yeh (Chair, 1987-1991) shared his experience when
he was the editor of Asian Geographer in 1988. He suggested that the
Association can organize international conference. It is important to
encourage secondary students to participate the activities in long term.
Besides, as the relationship between Hong Kong and Pearl River Delta is
closer, the Association shall consider providing more information to
students regarding the linkages between Hong Kong and the Pearl River
Delta

Dr David K.Y. Chu (Hon. Secretary, 1982-1985; Chair, 1993-1999) mentioned
that we should not emphasize the discipline boundary. People should have
a wider point of view. He worked as the chair of HKGA for 6 years. Within
these years, he rearranged the structure of HKGA. He emphasized the
concept of bridging secondary and university educators. Furthermore, it is
possible that there is no linkage between the subjects in secondary and

tertiary education. Regarding to the financial situation, striking a balance

between the financial prudence and ambition is essential in managing the

Association.
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Professor C.C. Lam (Hon. Secretary, 2001-2003; Hon. Treasurer, 2003-2005)
shared his experience in organizing the talk of Hong Kong Geography Day.
The talk was so popular and the number of people attended was much
larger than the venue capacity. It inspired him so much that the activity
organized by the Association can attract a lot of people if it had targeted
the right participants. He suggested that the Association can publish
something as it had published a map interpretation exercise book. The
book has generated $200,000 income for the Association. It is possible to

create a market and provide a stable income source for the Association.

Dr Roger CK. Chan (Hon. Secretary, 1995-1997; Chair, 1999 -2001) had
undertaken different positions in the HKGA and he was proud of the good
cooperation with other committee members. He pointed out the
importance of communication between government and the HKGA. The
HKGA has the responsibility to response to social affairs. He took the
introduction of new syllabus as an example in which the HKGA acts as a
middleman between teachers and government. Besides, the HKGA
suggested government to provide field trips’ guidelines to all schools after
a fire broke out in Ma On Shan during field trip. The Association should
keep its role of bridging geography experts and the society together.

Professor Li Si Ming (Chair, 1991 -1993) pointed out that there are limited
ways to understand the development in the Pearl River Delta. He
mentioned about the Pearl River Delta Course in Hong Kong Baptist
University and the book published by Geography Department in HKBU
which provide more channels in knowing the recent development in the
Pearl River Delta. Besides, He contributed to the publication of Asian

Geographer which is an international academic journal.

Dr. David K.Y. Chu suggested that the Association’s journals should be distributed through the Internet instead of a

paper form, as this can help to relieve the financial problem within the Association as well as to become an

academic journal with international circulations.

Professor Victor Sit pointed out that mistakes in question papers and model answers of public examinations are

increasing and the HKGA has the responsibility to report these mistakes.
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Ms Linda Lau (Vice-chair, 1983-1985) shared her experience in teaching
geography and she wished she could be the only one to teach Advanced
Level geography from 1981 to 2012.

Dr. James Wang (Hon.Treasurer, 1995-1997; Hon. Secretary, 1997-1999) men-
tioned that he learnt different ways of handling matters from the HKGA
colleague and he felt the passion of geography teaching. He said what he
learnt from the Association is more than what he gave and he hoped the
HKGA can keep on promoting geography as well as raising the prestige of
the Association internationally.

The sharing session ended with heartfelt thanks from the 2009-2011 EXCO
committee to all previous committee for their contribution to the HKGA.

If you have any memorable items about the HKGA, i.e. photos taken in our events, age-old

publications, even your own memories about the Association, you are most welcome to

share with us. (Contact: enquiry@hkga.org)

Member Information Update
Have you moved recently? Are you a life member joined HKGA years ago? To update your information

(especially the contact address and email to receive the latest news of HKGA), email us via enquiry@hkga.org.
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A Visit to an Agricultural Research Center in the Pearl River Delta

On the 28th and 29th December 2009, the Hong Kong Geographical Association organized an overseas field trip to
Guangzhou. The trip included a visit to an agricultural research center named Jinyingyuan (%2 [F]).

The contrast of modern and traditional agricultural techniques is very obvious. In the center, the seedlings of the
crop are modified and cloned, thus improving productivity and profit while the production cost and labor force
required reduce. The output of farm produce can be stabilized with the application of advanced technology to
maintain optimal environmental condition for crops. Technicians also improve the quality of seedlings like peanuts
and sweet corn by raising their resistance to bacteria and drought.

There are also greenhouses providing crop a favorable environment.
The temperature in these greenhouses is about 20°C, while the
temperature outdoor on the day of visit was only about 12°C. The
plastic cover helps prevent the exposure of crops to the prevailing
cold wind outdoor. Some crops are grown without soil, ie.
hydroponics. Pumpkins are also grown overhead in the air. To match
the demand of urban dwellers and the limited supply of farmland,

vertical farming is also practiced.

Ordinary farmers who practice traditional farming depend a
lot on climate. This makes their output unstable and farmers
suffer. Following by the establishment of the agricultural
research center, farming skills are developed and modified.
Farmers simply purchase the modified seedlings and
fertilizer for their land. Farm produces increase in both
quality and quantity. Modern agricultural technigues help
famers to overcome the constraints of the climatic
conditions.

Hydroponics Vertical Farming

In a country with billions of population, agriculture is crucial. Agriculture is especially important in the Southeast
China where the climate favors the growth of diverse cash crops. However, facing the challenges of urbanization
and rapid economic development, modern agricultural techniques become necessary. Finding a way to increase
the output and reduce the land demanded is the way-out for agriculture in the Pearl River Delta regions.

LAM Kwan Yi
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Hong Kong Geographer Order Form

Volume Contents Price Quantity

m 20(2), July 2006 (16 pages)
¢  Response to the 2" dratt of the proposed new secondary
curriculum and assessment framework (geography)
o FH HEFAESE
o Higher degree theses on geography and geographical
education
21(1), April 2007 {12 pages) HK$20
. Interview with Dr. Stimpson
. Seminar on "Geography at the Crossroads”
o  CEERFHEREEHESN
1 21(2), December 2007 (12 pages) HK$20
° Seminar: “Should Senior Secondary Students be Asked to
Conduct Surveys for School-based assessment?”
° HKGA-HKIEd Secondary School Project Learning Com petition
(2006-2007): Results
. =g FreeMind V.0.9.0
m 22(1), June 2008 (12 pages) HK$20
. Field study summary (Power plants in Shenzhen Area)
o Conducting Spatial Enguiry in the New Senior Secondary
Geography Curriculum: Module One Workshop Summary
»  Secondary School Project Learmning Competition 2007:
Winning project summary and prize presentation ceremony
23(1), February 2009 (16 pages) HK$20
® Hong Kong Geography Day 2008 report
o Conducting Spatial Enquiry in the New Senior Secondary
Geography Curriculum: Module Two Workshop Summary
o  Waorkshop summary: Geo-spatial Information Technology for
School Education
Current issue 23(2), December 2009
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