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Review oF THE 1998 AL ExaminaTion GEoGRAPHY QUESTIONS

fter studying the two papers of this year's

A- Level Geography carefully, we reinforce

our feeling that to sit for the examination of
AL Geography is by no means an easy task. In
general, questions of both papers are not extremely
difficult and the contents are set in a balanced way.
However, the two papers require candidates to have
thorough understanding of the subject contents and
proficiency in handling statistical data and graphical
presentation of geographical information (see Table
2). An understanding of current issues of Hong Kong
and the world are also essential. The following is a
brief review of the two papers from the point of view
of a practicing AL Geography teacher:

Paper |

The compulsory map reading question in Paper | is
the focus of concern of this year. As expected, the
question is not difficult for the average students.
Students should have learned the map techniques
needed in their CE level studies. The only defect is
the term features of geographical interest, it is too
broad and the meaning is not clear enough. Apart
from this, interpretation techniques and basic map
skills are appropriately proportioned in the question.

All the four questions in Section A request candidates
to handle questions about soil.
knowledge on soil is over-emphasized.

It seems that
If the
examiner deems that soil deserves such importance
in the AL curriculum, they should highlight this point
in the syllabus. Besides this, the term mulch (Q2) is
also an unfamiliar term to most students. Since we
do not have any specific written textbooks for this
syllabus and we deem that the Geography
Departments of the local universities or the
Inspectorate of the ED should furnish Geography
teachers with the updated terminology of soil science.

The term climatograph (Q4) is not a commonly used
term in the textbooks in Hong Kong.
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Question 6 in Section B asks students to examine

the problem of using DDT. Since DDT is a specific

kind of insecticide and we cannot expect an AL

Geography student to have an in-depth
understanding of a definite type of chemical.

Question 8 is the only question which requests
students to handle local geographical data. The
question is not difficult for the average students.
However, the meanings of sub-question (b) need
further elaboration. The first sentence does not
supply the reasons of objection and therefore, it is
illogical to ask the students to give comment on
whether the objections are rational or not.

Out of the 11 questions in Paper 1, 7 questions
require candidates to draw statistical diagrams or
charts. This is a prominent signal for the AL
geography teachers that more time should be
assigned for the techniques of data presentation in
our teaching syllabus.

Paper I

As usual, candidates must be familiar with the subject
contents and have sound analytical power, together
with good mastering of language when they attempt
this paper. Directive terms like, discuss, compare
and contrast, to what extent and evaluate, are used
to test the candidates' reasoning power.

Only those candidates with broad knowledge of
current issues will achieve better result in this paper.
Some questions, like Q6, 7, 8 and 9, require
knowledge beyond the material set in the syllabus, if
the questions are to be answered in full.

In question 6, the term third world countries is
inappropriate, as it is an outdated and unclear term.
It would be better to use the term LDC (less
developed countries).



Question 8 and 9 have similar content: factors
affecting industrial development and location.

It is an improvement that questions required
candidates to give examples are clearly defined (like
Q8 and Q11).

Both Paper | and Paper |l request students to have a
comprehensive understanding of geographical
knowledge, mastering map techniques, interpretation
and drawing of statistical data, together with strong
reasoning ability. These requirements are congruent
with the aims and objectives mentioned in the
syllabus. AL geography students should devote more
time on the comprehension, application, analysis and
synthesis of geographical concepts, maps and
statistical data when they prepare themselves for the
examination.

An Analysis of the Questions

Table 2: Paper |---Skills and Techniques

Question

Skills Required

32

map skills, interpre’satioh of maps
(using 1:20 000 map), drawing transect

statistical techniques: regression, drawing
graph

Interpretation of climatic data and drawing
diagrams

Interpretation of world maps and graphs

Interpretation of world maps and graphs

drawing flow charts

=i o) ovf =

tnterpretatibn of statistical data and
drawing statistical charts

o |

Interpretation of photograph

Interpretation of statistical data and
| drawing statistical charts

10.

Interpretation of maps, generalization
of abstract data

FEFE

Interpretation of isotherms, drawing
diagram: temperature profile

Table 1: Paper | --- Contents Table 3: Paper lI---Contents
Questions | Topic(s) Covered/Geographical Context Question | Topic(s) Cover/Geographical Context
1. Map reading/ rural landuse/recreational 1. The slope sub-system: slope processes
landuse and the effect of water on landscapes of
2 Biotic system(the nature and formation different climatic regime
soil profile) 2. Biotic system: soil forming process and
3 Man-environment relationships: nature of soil
TRF, Desert, Tundra/Soil 3. Climatic system: energy budget, énergy
4, Climatic system: climatic types and flow and human activities
characteristics 4. Man-environment relationship in Tropicaﬁi
5: Man-environment relationships: Desert: desertification
impacts of human activities 5; Farming as an ecosystem and concepts
Farming as an ecological sysiern of agricultural location: von Thunen
Farming as an economic system/impact - 6. Farming hazards: water management and
of industrialization and urbanization on the effects and solution
farming 7 B Impact of urbanization and
8. Spatial pattern in urban landscapes/urban | industrialization on farming
) problem ) 8. ‘ Manufacturing location: o
21 Concepts of manufacturing location | factors affecting industrial location
10. Location, spa&aé, size and functions of 9. Manufacturing location:
urban settlements: Christaller factors affecting industrial location
11. The impact of urbanization and 10. Spatial patterns in urban landscapes:
industrialization on the quality of the land-rent and internal landuse of cities
environment Y Urban prbbfems: housing problems B
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