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News from HKGA

A Message from The Planning and Development Committe, HKGA

What were the major complaints from the
members?

1. Most of the newsletters and publications of the
Association reach members’ schools only but
not the members themselves; or School
teachers usually receive the above mentioned
publications much earlier than the members
did.

2. Members have not received Asian Geographer
since 1991.

Answer to the complaints:

First we admit the complaints are not withour
grounds and take them seriously. In fact, these
complaints reflect the problems that we had faced
in the past few years.

Second, we would like to take this opportunity to
explain our situation in the past and hope that
members can forgive our inadequacies and
continue to give their valuable support to the
Association in future:

* Owing to the damages to the membership disc
file, we are so sorry that the Association has
lost the correspondence of some members.
Again, as we had overlooked the matter in the
past, we spent little effort to recall and update
the membership list.

Moreover, due to the shortage of man power
and financial support; the Association has piled
up 5 backlog issues of Asian Geographers since
1891,

How can we promote the membership?

1. The Planning and Development Committee has
recently been set up to examine and solve the
foregoing membership problems immediately
and at the same time to promote the
membership of the Association. It will be

headed by Samuel Chan and Mr. P.M. Yeung
in the coming two years.

2. A fax machine (no. 2307 6843) has recently
been installed so that communication between
members and the Association could be more
effective and efficient.

Any one who joins the Association for a year
would be given 2 coupons - each equivalent to
$25. They can be used for any functions
organised by the Association and for
purchasing any publication of the Association.

3. All the members would be issued a laminated
membership card as identification.

4. Visiting cards are printed for the Chairperson
of the Association and the three recently
established Working Committees;

What have been done?

*  An A-level Modular Course was held at PTU
from March to May, 1995. Fifty-five teachers
attended the course.

A trip to Macau was held in June. Twenty
teachers participated in the function;

* A brand new Hong Kong Geographer which
was tailor-made to meet the interests of
secondary teachers has just been published. It
will be published three times a year.

* So much thank to the previous editorial board
of the Asian Geographer, the 5 backlogs of the
publication have just been published. All paid-
up members would continue to receive them
free.

* Seminar on the appraisal of AL Examination
was held at the HK Teachers’ Centre in June.
Over 150 teachers attended the Seminar.



* Induction Course for new geography teachers
was held in August at the Teachers” Centre.
Thirty new teachers attended the Course.

What are we going to do?

* Starting from Vol.13 of 1994, the Asian
Geographer will be a joint publication of the
Association and the Department of the
Geography and Geology, HKU. Members are
entitled to have it free.

* Volume 13, No.2 of the Hong Kong
Geographer is published in October, 1995.
Every member would have it free too.

* Visit to the New Airport Core Programme will
be held on 4 November 1995.

1995
A-Level

BSED

Geography

* A Visit to Guangdong is now being organised.
It would be held on 26-28 December 1995.

* A Modular Course for A-level Geography
Teachers would be held in November/
December, 1995.

Join the professional GA now!

Fill in the Membership Application Form, and
return to us immediately by mail (P.O. Box no.
97553, Tsim Sha Tsui Post Office) or through
our fax machine (no.2307 6843).

Do remember! Your support is absolutely
crucial and substantial to the success of our
Association.

Photos shows Mr. Y. W. Lau of Pui Ching Middle School
explaining the marking scheme of a question in our 1995
AL Examination Seminar held in June. Be sure to join our
next seminar on setting AL questions in 1996,



News from HKGA

bV Al SR VR S i U

AATAHREF+ —K BB -7 b ABMITH®EM  RPLREER,
MAEHERBLKBRY > 2B RM bR ERSER - RMEAEME AT LM H
o BT HRAER - BB -

BRMBSBEAA  EERMAFTESFAHEEMBHAT > RBBEMFED S -
HERAEREMH MEBERBNMABESERARM2E - ERTPRMBBEMTHT ER
HIBEAMTMHR - BEPSESHEARBBN A ZHNKERESLZEASANA
ERMBERHE T - HATHEHHAH -

HEMECHBEAHT LSRR HAOREMOMER M T ERMATHETE 2
(OB B o b G AR M A AR T P Al R R EE L R — W B A 0 PR R MW T OE M b B
YEORE B o JE Mo B OEE AY v BT HE AR PR E OB R b B b Bl R M & o H M /R R X bR R
OE e R ZHERREN  RTENSESREE AYURSOHE > RS - TEHE®
B BT HE T R o DLBE R R A HE R B A BLAR o M PEE A GRAT W AP 2om S B - B R
bR A B R R BB o L bR IR B A B AR A B U T fE R R AE R BB L
Btk W EDRERIMEFAASL - s AHZEASHBEKEBER
SHGEBNEHEBRSE - HARMDELERENG A R E L - R MER— [ M
I E AT TAMARMETEAN -

WA K RMBE TREMB RGP R —— B R o BB P B
URGHEMABERE AR TSN B P SR T HEEFHBAMN KRS HELW
FAREEREKBEAN ERABRR - B AR LR KW S A R R
HHET RMBETHEE - BAETARBTREBEREMNFSHB OB AHER -
BN AR R WG E N E A RATHBERE - BILPEMNEA LSRR
i Bk S b B OBE R B BB AR ko T AR 5E B BE At Ok K 3R T b P B2 E b BE Y B
Hi o

A BMMEAEREDBR  ERMAEFRESFTEINEHET  RMNb28 T
s RS  HABBEMBEBEAT R BEEAMNEFERAREEBREN T4 2
— o HRETRERDS ML FERMKE  KEXAHREB T -

ERMM ik BAMBEEMEK ARAH -l  RMELAEHBEMHAFTE
HEAMBLRE  RAZBHEAMANER -

A

HEEPTXREBEHT R

Ly L I SRR
BRrpEXG(EHERE
L+ & oo i KX H
e e



Forth-coming Events

Visit to the New Airpot A-level Geography Course

for Teachers
pay s L (Nov-Dec 95 - HK PTU)

Hong Kong
Geography Day
(March 96 -
HKU)

Visit to
Guangzhou
(2628 Dec 95)

Talks on
Geographical
Concepts
(Commerical
Radio 1
FM 881 MHz)

Seminars in 1996:-
# Setting Geography A-level Questions
¢ Map Interpretation in A-level Geography v



A-Level Gex

A Lesson Plan on the Issue of Pollution

By what means has the Hong Kong Government
contributed to solving the pollution problems in
Hong Kong?' This is a question which my AL
students should be able to answer. Pollution is
an important issue today. In planning my lesson,
[ consider my students’ previous knowledge. 1
instructed them to work out the answer on their
own.

[ read over their answers. The majority of them
could include the following:

The Government has made many contributions
in solving the pollution problems since the
Environmental Protection Department (EPD)
was set up in 1985. Legislation is an important
means. Major pollution control laws affecting
air, water, waste and noise are now in place and
the EPD is responsible for implementing most of
the measures contained in the main pollution
control ordinance. For instance, under the Water
Pollution Control Ordinance, the EPD has
divided H.K.’s waters into a number of water
control zones, which have strict water quality
objectives. It is an offence to discharge liquid
wastes into an area designated as a Water
Control Zone without first obtaining a licence
from the EPD. Another effective means is
through education. For example, the
Environmental Campaign Committee has
organized a number of territory-wide
environmental awareness campaigns including
World Environmental Day.

[ was glad to see the students could elaborate
quite well on each main point. But it was far
from complete. It missed out some significant
points.

‘What should T do next?’ T meditated. At last I
divided the class into several groups and gave
each group a data sheet (Fig. 1,2,3). They were
asked to tell three main ways in which the EPD
helps in solving the pollution problems in Hong
Kong.

This approach worked quite well. With the aid

Lee Ho Yee

of the data sheet, the students could tell the
following:

There is continuous environmental monitoring
and investigations. For example, the van in Fig.
1 is used for monitoring and investigating air
quality.

The Hong Kong Chemical Waste Treatment
Centre at Tsing Yi Island mentioned in Fig.2 is a

facility providing proper integrated waste

treatment services to assist local waste producers
in complying with the new regulations. It is
especially helpful to small scale factories which
lack the technical expertise and the financial
resources to install treatment systems in their

factories. The centre is commissioned by EPD.

Pre-empting environmental problems through
careful planning has received a major boost. As
shown in Fig. 3, in case a project is likely to
cause major environmental impacts, an
Environmental Impact Assessment study (EIA)
will be initiated and carried out. Very often, the
EPD would specify requirements in land grant
or licence for private projects so as to minimize
adverse environmental impacts. For public
projects, the EPD would specify mitigation and
control requirements to proponent for inclusion
in contracts.

Of course, there are criticisms on the inade-
quacies of the H.K. Government in dealing with
the pollution problems. Towards the end of the
lesson, I figured I had successfully drawn the
students’ attention towards the issue of pollution.

Note:

A detailed account of the contributions made by
EPD is given in the following publication, which
I suppose has been sent to every secondary school
in 1994-95:

References:

EPD (1994). Environment Hong Kong 1994 -
Help us make a better world, Hong Kong:
Government Printer.



Alr Quality
Monitoring
Laboratory
cENRERE

| am a lorry driver. Each day | have
orders to go to certain industrial
buildings. My partner goes upstairs to
collect chemical wastes whilst | am
waiting downstairs. The wastes are
provided with proper packaging and
proper labelling. Our job is to send
those wastes to the Chemical Waste
Treatment Centre at Tsing Yi Island.

Fig 1. (Reprinted from EPD, 1994) Fig 2.
Private Sector Proponent EDP Public Sector Proponent
submits project profile to ——}‘ undertakes 4— submits project profile
EPD ER to EPD
- project likely -

EDP specifies necessary
pollution control conditions
in contracts

PRI PUBLIC

public/private
project?

Implementation

EIA Process for private & public sector projects

Legend

EPD Environmental Protection Department
ER Environmental Review

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment
PWP  Public Works Program

El Environmental Implications

0EP Director of Environmental Protectiion
PWSC  Public Works Sub-committee

FC Finance Committee

M&A Monitoring & Audit

SMG  Study Management Group

SPEL  Secretary for Planning, Environment and Land

HKPSG Hong Kong Planning Standards and Guidelines

0 cause major enviranmenta
impacts or be
usceptible to adversg
impacts

EPD to
initiate
EIA stud

Proponent submits
EIA report to EPD

EPD specifies

l__ mitigation and

| control requirements
1o proponent for

inclusion in contracts

Proponent lo
include “EI* section
in submission
1o PWSC / FC

DEP to vet
“El" section

YY

Implementation

Proponent prepares
M& A reports at agreed
intervals as appropriate

A

recommendations, mitigation,

EPD convenes SMG, to

consider EIA
RESUBMIT

and M & A requirements

roponen
considers alternatives?
(site, scale

plan)

environmental
impacts meet

(SPEL to resolve
contlicls)

public/private PRIVATE

projects?

EPD specifies
requirements in
land areas / grant or
license

4

Implementation

Proponent prepares M & A
reports at agreed intervals

Fig 3. (Reprinted from EPD, 1994)

Lee Ho Yee
St. Clare's Girls" School
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Computer in Geography Education

How to make use of computers for lesson planning and material development

In recent years, the Education Department has equipped
secondary schools with updated hardware. However, they
are often seen as the properties of “computer studies”
subjects and not readily available to geography teachers.
Does it mean that we, geography teachers, should give up
using computers? The answer is definitely no. More and
more geography teachers have their own personal
computers. We can utilize this machine to improve our
efficiency in lesson planning and in preparing teaching

materials. Suggestions are given as follow:

Award making

To upkeep our students” spirit of learning, it is necessary
to recognize their achievement at every stage. Many gift
items can serve this function, but a certificate is a personal

one which can carry high formality at low cost.

Without computer assistance, a certificate can be just a
black and white sheet with dull layout and rigid font.
Using software like Print Shop Deluxe, Print Artist, and
Laser Award Maker, we only need to type in simple
information: a list of recipients, your name or the
headmaster’s, the event, the date and the types of award.
Then, a series of certificate will be ready for signing. We
can also easily change the border and customize the layout
by pressing a few more keys. If we cannot afford a colour
printer, high quality paper with graduated colours on a
black and white printer can produce equally attractive

result,

Note Making

Computer helps in two areas: text and graphics, For
text, the computer is a perfect word processing tool. It
allows users to correct, align and move words at a breeze.
Teachers become more willing to improve and update the

content.

However, notes with plain words still look boring,
especially when the paragraphs are lengthy, the spacing
and font styles are monotonous, and there is only one
wide column. Skills of desktop publishing can make our

notes more appealing. We can easily improve the quality

Sze Ming Hui

of our teaching notes by doing the following:

i.  divide the content into parts, each headed by a
title or question;

ii.  flow the text into two or three columns;

1. highlight important words by altering their font
styles or adding a background;

iv. place a summary or key concept at the margin
besides the related paragraph;

v. arrange some data in a table form.

Most of the above can now be performed by lower-end
desktop publishing software like Page Plus and Microsoft
Publisher. Commonly used software like Word Perfect,
Wordstar which were once for word processing only can

also take care of these jobs now.

For graphics, computer is able to save our time and
increase the precision in cutting and pasting. If one can
spare $1000 to $1500, he/she can possess a hand-held
scanner with reasonable resolution to start scanning in
black-and-white diagrams or grey-scale photos. Retouching
software comes free with the scanner. Therefore the quality
of the scanned images can be further improved. The
resizing and positioning of the images can be accomplished
by simple drag-and-drop operation, often with automatic

word wrap.

Educational Games

How can we expect a geography teacher with no
programming knowledge to create computer games? Of
course not. But computers can help us to produce popular
classroom or worksheet games that are formerly produced
by hand. Word Search, crossword, sentence scramble and
quiz are good examples. Inexpensive software like
Crossword Creator, Word Attack 3 [1]cut half of our
preparatory work . What we have to do is to select
vocabulary and concepts we want to drill and then key in
the words. Worksheet Magic may even print out flash

cards from the same data for use in a classroom quiz!

Games and activities are useful in teaching mixed-
ability classes. As the computer can relieve us from the

tedious preparatory work, why think twice?




Tools for data-base enquiry

It is quick and easy for teachers to use spreadsheet or
database software like Microsoft Excel, Lotus 1-2-3, dBase
IV, Fox Pro, etc., to sort data and perform simple statistical
analysis. Teachers can use their home computers to process
crude data students collected from the field. This will

save much precious teaching time.

On the lighter side, computer can also act as a tool to
produce aids which can facilitate or enrich the learning
process. Firstly, it is desirable to produce a graph paper
that suits the data range, we can enter a few parameters to
call up a log or semi-log graph paper. We can also define
a desired range on individual axis, so that pupils can
produce graphs with reasonable clarity. The amount of
grid lines can also be controlled to a level that makes data
comparison fast and precise. Such useful programs come
from inexpensive shareware. However, a laserjet or an

inkjet printer is recommended for printing the output.

Secondly, teachers will be glad to see some shareware
that can convert plain figures into various kinds of statistical
diagrams like histograms, pie charts, cumulative line
graphs, etc. This is necessary in data analysis and
assessment. It will help to expose the students to more
different data forms. Some more sophisticated software
like Surfer can even generate and print out 3D surface
and contour maps from any data entered. They help pupils
to visualize and compare any relief patterns. So, it is a

valuable tool in terrain data analysis.

Sources of teaching materials

The world changes everyday. The list of software is
exhaustive. Below are just some examples. They are
providing updated and relevant information. Photos,
diagrams, text, video and sound clips can be captured
from them and brought into the classroom.

1 World Atlas: an atlas, almanac and world fact book
all in one

ii.  Map ‘n’ Facts: contains topographical, political and
comparison maps

iii.  PC Globe: an atlas, population pyramids for different
countries

iv. 3D Atlas: 3D models, satellite photos and

environmental maps

v. The Big Green Disc: trends and solutions for
environmental issues

vi.  The Rainforest: information on the components of
the complex system

vii. Water Budget: data from 45 worldwide locations
viii. Earthquakes: Be Prepared: video clips, photos, and
diagrams on earthquakes safety

ix.  Learning about Weather and Climate: Photos and

diagrams on every basic concepts of our atmosphere

With the advance in CD-technology, more and more
updated information can be published in time. Each CD
can store 20,000 pages of text, but what’s more is that the
content is enriched by audio-visual elements. The non-
literate part of knowledge cannot pass on through
multimedia computers. The cost is dropping but the

quantity and quality of information is improving.

Owing to the large class size and the scarcity of
computer resources in school, it is extremely difficult for
geography teachers to apply CAL in classroom teaching.
However, there is much room for the application of
personal computer at home in assisting the teaching
process. Overall speaking, this domestic resource saves
our time, and enhances the flexibility, readability and
attractiveness of teaching aids. It facilitates the learning
process and stimulates the participation of learners at a
very low cost.

Sze Ming Hui
Lingnan Secondary School
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CLIP BOARD

If you study in the teacher training programme in The
Chinese University of Hong Kong, you will know Betty
Lai, who has been teaching in the Faculty of Education
of this institute for 22 years. Her main fields of teaching
are geography teaching, student counselling and
classroom management. Before she left Hong Kong for
Australia, I had an interview with her. She talked about
her experience as a teacher-trainer. I also asked her to
give advice to teachers and her feelings about leaving
Hong Kong soon.

This interview was done in June. When I arrived at her
office, nearly all her things had been packed for shipment.
However, I could still feel her kindness and gentleness
as well as her enthusiasm for teaching. We started our
conversation by talking about the performance of some
of her students in the Faculty of Education of The
Chinese University. With a gentle voice, she said,
"Most of the students here have a great motivation and
interest to become a good teacher. Of course, there are a
few who may not be as keen." In order to help these
less-abled students, Betty has been very patient in dealing
with them. "Usually, I talk to them more in order to find
out what their problems are. If their problems are
concerned with methodology or subject matter, I will
ask them to do their lesson plans in greater details and
discuss with them at some length. Sometimes, I will do
some demonstrations or ask them to rehearse their plans
over the video camera before teaching. Many of them
do show some improvement after such practice.
However, it is more difficult to deal with those few
students who really lack the interest or even the urge to
be a teacher. After several rounds of supervision of his
/ her teaching and with much counselling by at least two
or more colleagues, if they still do not improve, we may
fail him / her. Maybe it is a good indicator for them to
reconsider whether teaching is suitable for them."

Before leaving, Betty gave some valuable advice to all
Geography teachers in particular. After a deep thought,
she said, "I think there are several points that I can think
of:
Teachers themselves should have a very thorough
understanding of different geographical concepts,
especially the difficult ones, and should be able to
explain them simply and yet clearly to students of
mixed abilities. Teachers can seek advice on these
concepts as well as their presentation from colleagues
or friends.
They have to choose teaching methods which suit
their students' ability.
Thus, they need to understand the standard and nature
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of their students very well in order to design the most
appropriate teaching procedure and strategies.

They should make good preparations.

They should also have a great interest in their own
subject so that they can pass this interest onto their
students."

Although Betty has been working in a tertiary institute
for such a long time, she has a clear understanding of the
actual situation and hardship of teaching in secondary
schools, and she gives the following words of
encouragement to all the teachers:
It is very important to maintain an interest in your
students, and be positive about their ability to improve.
If you are really depressed or disappointed at times,
get some help and comfort from a group of supporters.
They can be your colleagues or anybody whom you
can trust and who understand your situation. Such
support can help to release your pressure.
Keep fit and healthy. Take time to relax and do some
outdoor exercises.
Let students take greater responsibility in the learning
process, for example, you can ask them to make
teaching aids or to practise self-discipline.
Group with your colleagues and other teachers as a
force to affect improvement to schools, the education
system and the teaching profession."

Betty shows a very complex feeling about leaving Hong
Kong. On the one hand, she will miss her work and
colleagues, but on the other hand, she is a little
apprehensive of a quiet life in Australia. To conclude,
she says that her time in The Chinese University has
been a happy one. She appreciates her working
environment by saying, "Most of my colleagues have
the eagerness and vision of improving the education
system in Hong Kong and we are working hard for that
aim. I can get along with them very well. I also have
happy times with my students. Some of them have
become good friends of mine. I will treasure all these.
Actually, I like teaching since I was very young. I will
surely miss my work."

I think most teachers who have been taught by Betty
will miss her. Although she is now in Australia, her
words of encouragement and her contribution to the
education system of Hong Kong will never be forgotten.
We really hope that she will have a very happy life in
Australia and we can still keep in touch with her by
writing to her or by reading her publications.

Connie Wi Shuk Ting
TWGHs Chang Ming Thien College



