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Forthcoming Events

Field Study A-level Geography Couse for Teachers

Ping Chau, Mirs Bay Biotic Systems / Man-Land Relations
October, 1996 November - December 1996
Leader: Mr. Lai Kuen Wai Tutors: Mr. Ip Kim Wai, Mr. Wong Kam fai
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School Geography in New South Wales (Australia)(Students Ages 11-15)

Patrick Lau

INTRODUCTION

The Commonwealth of Australia is a federation of six States and two Territories: New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland,
South Australia, Western Australia, Tasmania, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory (ACT). Education
is the constitutional responsibility of the States and Territories. The Board of Studies and Board of Secondary Education of
New South Wales are responsible for the preparation of geography syllabuses for use in secondary schools of the State. The
syllabuses might be of different formats and inclusions in other States or Territories. The introduction of geographical
education to students aged 11-15 is through the implementation of the school geography syllabus - Geography Years 7-10
Syllabus.

GEOGRAPHY YEARS 7-10 SYLLABUS

The rationale of the Geography Years 7-10 Syllabus is that the study of geography prepares students for adult life by
developing an informed perspective on local and global issues through which the basis for active participation in community
life and commitment towards environmental appreciation, enhancement, and protection might be formed (Board of Studies
NSW, 1992a, p. 2).

Overview

The position of geography in the primary and secondary curriculum of Hong Kong and New South Wales are rather similar
(Table 1). Like Hong Kong, geography is not an independent subject in the primary curriculum of New South Wales. In fact,
it is integrated in iHuman Society and Its Environment K-6". In Secondary 1 to 5 iGeography Years 7-10" might be provided
(Board of Studies NSW, 1992a, p. 32). The Geography Years 7-10 course, in turn, furnishes the necessary knowledge,
understanding, skills, as well as values and attitudes for Geography Years 11-12 (2 unit and 3 unit) course. Geography Years
11-12 (2 unit and 3 unit) is currently one of the subjects in the Higher School Certificate (HSC) examinationl.
Approximately, 21% of all candidates take geography in the HSC examination in 1993 (Hall, 1995).

Level
NSW H.K. New South Wales Hong Kong

Year 1-6 Primary 1-6 Integrated in Human Society Integrated in Social Studies
and Its Environment K-6 (P1-6)

Year 7-10 Secondary 1-5 Geography Years 7-10 Geography (Forms [ -111) &

Geography (Forms IV-V)

Year 11-12 Secondary 6-7 Geography Years 11-12 Geography (Advanced Level)

(2 Unit and 3 Unit) }

Table 1: Position of Geography in the Primary & Secondary Curriculum of NSW and HE*

Curriculum Structure

The Geography Years 7-10 Syllabus contains requirements for the mandatory Australian Geography course (100 hours
indicative time) and Additional Geography courses and attaches particular importance to Aboriginal, multicultural, gender,
and socioeconomic perspectives (Board of Studies NSW, 1992a, p.3-5). The central concepts are communities and
environments’. Teachers are recommended to use different approaches ° (the single theme approach, the concepts approach
and the integration of themes and sample studies approach) to program the geography course (Board of Studies NSW 1992b,
p. 116-117).




Values —>

Perspectives >

Skills=>

= Mandatory Additional.

Australia The Biophysical.
(Place and Space) Environment
Australian Management of
Environments Environments
Australian Communities, Work,
Communities and Settlement
Australia in its Development and
Regional and Global World Political
Context Geography

Chart 1: The Syllabus Structure of Geography Years 7-10°

Aims

This curriculum aims at developing students’ knowledge,
understanding, skills, attitudes and values about Australia
and the world through investigations of environments and
communities (Board of Studies NSW, 1992a, p. 6). Conolly
(1995) elaborates that the knowledge and understanding
are of people and environments, extending across all the
scales from local to the world. Achievement of understanding
varies according to the age and capabilities of the students.
The understanding dimension is concerned with recall,
application, interpretation, analysis, synthesis, and
evaluation. The skills outcomes are both skills specific to
geographical inquiry such as use of maps, aerial photographs,
satellite images and GIS, and general skills of
communication, investigation, and participation. Human
rights, care of the environment and equity are the basic
values and attitudes included in the curriculum.

Teaching Strategies

The teaching and learning strategies proposed are
demonstration, direct learning, exposition, decision making,
discovery learning, discussion, games and simulations,
group work, negotiated learning, model making, peer
learning, questioning, research, and values exploration
(Board of Studies NSW, 1992b, p. 91-105). In addition,
fieldwork is used and the study of textbooks is also common
(Conolly, 1993).

Educational Media Utilized

The educational media utilized in the classroom includes
video, packages of maps, photographs, satellite images,

statistics and graphs. The use of Geographical Information
Systems (GIS) in the classroom, nevertheless, is quite
limited (Conolly, 1995). The Board of Studies NSW has
also produced an interactive CD-ROM for use with the
Australian Geography course. It is called DownUNDER
Interactive Australian Geography. This disc is designed to
run on an Apple Macintosh LC or Color Classic with 4
Megabytes RAM minimum, with a CD-ROM player, a 12-
inch 256 colour screen, and a hard disk (Board of Studies
NSW, 1994b). DownUNDER provides students with
colorful maps, photographs, information, and study themes
on three of Australian environments - mountain, coastal
and arid remote. It might be used very flexibly - either as an
audio-visual demonstration tool in the classroom, or as a
focus for groupwork and discussion, or as a research tool
for a single student in the library, or as a preparation centre
for teachers enabling them to gather and print lesson
materials (Board of Studies NSW, 1992b, p. 228).

Assessment and Evaluation

The syllabus has proposed a wide range of assessment
instruments: fieldwork reports, assignments and research
projects, essays and structured response questions, multiple
choice, true/false and short answer tests, questions based
upon stimulus material, construction and interpretation of
maps, graphs and statistics, verbal reports and debates,
group activities, simulations, role plays and games, as well
as audio visual and pictorial presentations. Fieldwork
activities are also recommended as part of the assessment
(Board of Studies NSW, 1992a, p. 30). Formative assessment
is applied to monitor teaching and learning and to form
subsequent teaching and learning. Summative assessment
is used to summarize student achievement (Conolly, 1995).

=



At the end of Year 10, students receive a grade in the range
A to E in accordance with the Course Performance
Descriptors set by the Board of Studies NSW (School
Certificate examination has been abolished since 1977).
Interviews, questionnaires, observations and diaries are
recommended strategies for programme evaluation (Board
of Studies NSW, 1992a, p. 31).

IN CLOSING

Although the position of school geography in New South
Wales seems to be well-established, the subject does not
provide as optimistic a scenario as is found in other States.
There are considerable contrasts among the States and
Territories in the development of geography courses and
the resources to assist teachers to implement these courses.
The Northern Territory, Tasmania and Western Australia
have integrated social science courses up to Year 10. The
development of school geography in South Australia,
nevertheless, is comparatively better where the Geography
Teacher Association (GTA) gains enormous support from
the universities. Although Years 11-12 Geography is found
in all States and Territories of the federation; its strength
suffers from severe regional variations. In the ACT,
Tasmania and Victoria, less than 12% of Year 12 students
are studying geography (Biddle, 1989).

Notes

1 1Itis reported that students’ perceptions of the level of interest, ease and
worth are highest for the 3 unit option (Hall, 1994).

2 Based on Curriculum Development Council, Geography (Advanced
Level). Hong Kong: H.K. Government, 1992. Curriculum Development
Committee, Syllabus for Geography (Forms IV-V). Hong Kong: H.K.
Government, 1984. Curriculum Development Committee, Syllabus for
Geography (Forms I-III). Hong Kong: H.K. Government, 1983.
Curriculum Development Committee, Social Studies. Hong Kong:
H.K. Government, 1980. Board of Studies NSW, Human Society and
Its Environment K-6 (Syllabus and Support Document Formal
Consultation Draft). Sydney: Board of Studies NSW, 1994. Board of
Studies NSW, Geography Years 7-10 Syllabus. Sydney: Board of
Studies NSW, 1992. Board of Secondary Education NSW, Geography
Syllabus - 2 Unit and 3 Unit Course (Years 11-12). Sydney: Studies
Directorate, NSW Department of Education, 1987,

The term ienvironments” includes the physical and biotic environments
together with those features altered or created by people. The term

Ll

icommunities” refers to two human elements of environments: shared
space - mostly at a locality level; and shared social organization -
implying links beyond a particular locality (Board of Studies NSW,
1992a, p. 5).

4 The single theme approach to programming is to study each theme
individually in a single-focus or sequential approach. The concepts
approach treats both of the central concepts of communities and
environments discretely and then integrates them. Using this approach,
teachers must ensure that they complete the entire course and treat both
of the central concepts together. The integration of themes and sample
studies approach simply takes the concept approach one step further.
Not only does the approach integrate two or more themes but also
sample studies in the program. For example, the spread of the Sydney
urban area and its impact on the biophysical environment (soil,
topography, drainage and so on) on the spatial development of
communities in the Sydney urban area (themes involved are Australian
Environments, Australian Communities, and Biophysical Environment;

sample study is the Sydney urban area).
5 Source: Based on Board of Studies NSW, Geography Years 7-10
Syllabus. Sydney: Board of Studies NSW, 1992, p. 4.
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