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Publice Examinations

Review of the 1997 CE Examination Geography Questions

This short paper is to review the 1997 CE Geography
Paper | Examination, which was held in May. Table |
summaries the topics covered, case studies applied
and geographical skills required in each question. The
general comments are listed as follows:

4

This year*s questions should not be difficult for
average ability students. A very large proportion
of the questions ( 5 out of 8 ) used geographical
facts of Hong Kong as the source of information.
This means that the balance of local and overseas
cases is not even.

Some questions (Q. 1(c), 3(b)(iii), 5(b)&(c), 7(a),
8(a)) were related to the living of Hong Kong
people. Students needed to have a good
knowledge and understanding of local geography.

Like recent year, many questions required
candidates to analyze and interpret information
given in the photographs, diagrams, tables and
maps.They were required to study carefully
information.

Two marks were allocated for effective
communication in each question. This can

encourage candidates to present their answers
more logically. It is likely that candidates with
higher language ability would score higher marks.

The level of difficulty of the three questions in
Section B were varied. Questions 4 was relatively
easy because it mainly required candidates to
answer common sense about factors affecting
population distribution. For Questions 5 and 6,
candidates were required to analyse the aerial
photo or data in table given and then apply the
relevant knowledge and concepts. These
questions required high level analytical power.

The two questions of Section C were relatively
easy. Because both questions did not test difficult
geographical concepts nor did they require detail
memory of geographical knowledge. It seems that
they tested candidates like common sense.
Instead, candidates were required to apply the
relevant concepts..

Overall speaking, the questions were well
designed. The whole paper included a variety of
data-response type questions.

Table | :Review of the 1997 CE Geography Paper | Questions

Question Topics covered Case Studies applied Skills required

1 Weathering of granite; Mass movement on Tai Lam Chung, Hong Kong Interpretation of photograph
steep slope and preventive measures

2 River features on food plain and their Analysis of information
formation processes; Physical factors affecting in a diagram
river discharge; Adverse environmental effects of
dam construction on lower river course

3 Weather conditions under low pressure trough South China; Hong Kong Interpretation of weather chart
and the impact on human activities; Relief rain and graph
and rain shadow effect

4 Population distribution;Socio-economic problems Three selected places in Analysis of written materials
caused by rural-urban migration; Factors affecting China from extracts
population density

5 Reasons for reclamation in a large city; Reasons Hong Kong Interpretation of photograph;
“for redevelopment of an inner urban area; Map reading skills
Urban land uses

6 Inputs and outputs of a farming system; Factors Guangdong Province Analysis of data information in
affecting farm production; Problems facing a table
farmers due to rapid economic development

7 Causes of water pollution; Conservation of Hong Kong Interpretation of map
dolphins

8 Characteristics of recreation activities on Tai Long Wan, Hong Kong Analysis of information in a
a beach; Problems of development of a diagram
holiday resort

12

Liu Ah Chuen
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Review of the 1997 AL Examination Geography Questions

The 1997 Geography A-level Examination was held in
April. What do you think about the two geography
papers? Are they good? Do they adequately cover the
syllabus? In this short paper, my own views are
presented for sharing.

Paper |

1 Overall speaking, the questions in Paper 1 were not
difficult. Many questions (Q.3,5,6,7,10) used
geographical facts of Hong Kong as a source of
information, and three of them were about Yuen
Long. The importance of local geography was over-
emphasized. '

1 There are too many sub-questions in Q.8.
Candidates might find it difficult to answer.

[J Some questions might cover one or more topics.
Candidates were required to apply what they had
learnt in different sections in the syllabus.

1 Some questions in Paper 1 and 2 were similar. (e.g.
Paper 1 Q.3b & Paper 2 Q.1, Paper 1 Q.4 & Paper
2Q.2)

1 The questions on map reading skills were direct
and simple. Even candidates who were less capable
in handing map reading would find the paper not too
difficult to handle. It can encourage candidates to
answer this type of questions next year.

Paper |

Paper Il

11 This paper covers almost the whole syllabus.

1 In this paper, students could use different examples
to illustrate their points, while Hong Kong'’s
geographical facts were frequently used in Paper 1.

1 Some directive term like ‘describe’, ‘explain’ and
‘discuss’ were frequently used. Besides, directive
term like ‘illustrate’, ‘evaluate’, ‘comment on’ were
used in questions requiring actual examples.

d Some new term (e.g. ‘regional specialization of
industries’ in Q.8), which might not be familiar to
candidates, were used in the examination paper.

[ The questions of Section B were easier to answer.
Candidates were required to used relevant
examples and facts to analyze geographical
concepts. There were awide ranges of examples
for candidates to choose.

Overall Comments

Overall speaking, the questions require students to
have geographical knowledge and understanding.
The important elements of the syllabus were covered.
Description, analysis and evaluation of data were
required. Students need to employ elementary
statistical techniques and graphic skills (See the table).
We, as geography teachers, should take this into
consideration, and better prepare our students in
mastering these skills.

Question  Topic(s) covered

Skills required

1 Slope sub-system Graphic skill:Drawing of slope profile

2 Plant-environment relationships Interpretation of figure and table

3 Climatic system Statistical technique: Coefficient of correlation
4 Drainage basin system Interpretation of flow chart

& Impacts of urbanization on the pattern of farming land use Map interpretation: use of 1:20000 HK map

Graph skill: Drawing of transect

6 Farming hazards

Map reading skills: Interpretation of 1:20,000 Hong Kong Map
Drawing of sketch map

Factors affecting manufacturing location

Extract information from written materials

Impacts of industry

Graph interpretation

Spatial patterns in urban land use

Graph skill: drawing of pie graph

Biotic system - Desert vegetation; Desert ecosystem

10 Impact of urbanization and industrialization on the quality of the environment Map interpretation
Paper Il
Question Topic(s) covered Skills required
1 Atmospheric circulation and air masses; Monsoon system - Describe; Explain with examples; Comment on
2 Channel sub-system in tropical humid and tropical arid regions; Impacts of afforestation - Contrast; Explain; Evaluate
3 Climatic system - Rainfall pattern in tropical deserts - Describe and explain; In what ways; Discuss

4 Man-environment relationships in Tropical rain forest

- Shifting cultivation operation as a sustainable land use and rainforest conservation

- Describe with reference to examples
- Explain; Discuss

5 Impacts of urbanization and population characteristics on farming - Describe and explain; Assess with examples
- Describe

6 Farming as an ecological system - lllustrate; Explain; Discuss

7 Effects of physical, social and economic components on crops selection and production - Examine with examples; Evaluate

8 Factors affecting industrial location - Discuss with examples; What?

9 Size and spacing of urban settlements - Urban primacy - What?; Explain
10 Urban problems - The problems and solutions of urban redevelopment - Describe; Discuss; Explain with examples
11 Impact of urbanization and industrialization on the quality of the environment - In what ways?; How do?; Evaluate

Cheung Ng Yuk Chi
Tai Po Government Scondary School
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