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Field Trip

A TRIP TO AMERICA

ield work is an important component of school

geography. It is very common for geography

teachers to organise local field trips. From
them, students can learn a lot, not only seeing
geographical features and phenomena, but also carry
out studies and develop positive attitudes. During
the summer of 1997, the geography club of our school
made a bold attempt to conduct a field trip to the
United States. The feedback from the participants
were good and we would like to share our
experiences with other geography teachers in this
article.

The following was our itinerary for 18 days.

SUE, Sau Chu Shirley

Programme

The trip was fairly long, from 16th July to 3rd August.
There were 5 teachers and 13 students, the youngest
one was only 13 years old while the oldest one was
17 years old.

Since the States is a large country, we had to choose
some sites. In this trip, we wanted to see some
features and conduct some activities which could not
be found in Hong Kong. At the same time, studentsi
interest needed to be taken into consideration. We
visited Hawaii, Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Grand
Canyon and the Yellowstone.

DATE

EVENTS

16th July, 1997
17th July, 1997
18th July, 1997
19th July, 1997
20th July, 1997

Waikiki beach

Swim at Haunama Bay

21st July, 1997 Las Vegas
22nd July, 1997 Grand Canyon
23rd July, 1997 Disneyland

24th July, 1997
25th July, 1997
26th - 29th July, 1997
30th July, 1997
31st July, 1997
2nd Aug., 1997
3rd Aug., 1997

Yellowstone National Park
Universal Studio
Back to Hong Kong

Back to Hong Kong
Arrived Hong Kong

Kodak Hula Show, Diamond Head and Dole (Pineapple Plantation) Big Island
Service in Church and Waikiki beach

Shopping and flew to Los Angeles

Shopping in the factory outlets

Stayed in Manila because of typhoon in Hong Kong, the flight was delayed

In this trip, we had included some popular tourist spots
such as Las Vegas, Disneyland and Factory Outlet.
But there were a number of very interesting geography
fieldwork activities. Two worth more detailed
description.

1. The Big Island:
The largest and youngest island of the Hawaii
Island chain is the Big Island which is 4 038 square
miles. There are five volcanoes in the Big Island:
Kohala in the northwest; Mauna Loa and Mauna
Kea in the center and north; Hualalai in the west;
lastly, Kilauea in the east. We went to visit Kilauea
at that time. We saw the ivolcano-related

12

landformsi such as crater, the sulfur deposits at
the Sulfur Banks, solidified lava flow at the coast
and a lava tube. The students also did a soil test
at the Sulfur Banks.

2. Yellowstone National Park:

Actually, Yellowstone is a park with nearly 10 000
thermal features. There are about 3% of geysers,
others are steaming pools, fumeroles, mud pots
etc. With only 4 days, we were incapable of
visiting all these. So we visited several places,
namely, Old Faithful Geyser, Grand Canyon of
the Yellowstone, Norris Geyser and Mammoth Hot
Springs.



The Old Faithful Geyser is neither the largest , highest
nor the most regular geyser in Yellowstone. It was
named because it has been remarkably consistent in
its height, interval and lengths of play in 100 years.
The average duration of each eruption is about 4
minutes and the intervals between eruptions are
between 45 to 90 minutes. Basically, the longer the
eruptions, the longer the interval will be in the next
display, and vice versa.

The Norris Geyser Basin may be the hottest geyser
basin in Yellowstone. The water here is acidic and
the basin has different colors because of the mineral
oxides, e.qg. pink, red, orange (iron oxides) and yellow
(sulfur and iron sulfates).

Lastly, the Mammoth Hot Springs, has step-like
terraces which form as heated water moves along
the Norris Mammoth Fault. The hot water carries
dissolved calcium and bicarbonate to the surface of
the terraces. Then carbon dioxide becomes gas and
escapes while the carbonate combines with calcium
to form as travertine. It is white in color as fresh
travertine but changes to dark when it weathers.

We picked up some soil samples and did the soil test
in the hostel later.

Preparation

Like organising local field trips, much planning is
necessary. When organising this trip, we had the
advantage of having two members of the Seventh
Adventist Church in the States. They helped us book
accommodation, join local tours and arrange local
transport.

The school administration was very supportive.

153

Indeed, In 1996, the English Club had held an
educational trip to Europe also.

After securing the support of the school administration
and getting initial information, we announced the news
to students. Those who wanted to join the tour had
to meet some minimum requirements (e.g. conduct
grade, academic performance, etc.) and got the
approval of the Administrative meeting of the school.

The support of the parents was also essential. Before
the trip, we held a meeting with the parents. We
introduced the itinerary, the kind of food and the
clothing studentsi need. We also reminded the
students to help each other during the tour.

Insurance and visa were two other matters needed
to be taken care of. The Assistant Principal kindly
helped us to liaise with an insurance company. The
insurance plan was introduced to the students and
parents.

Conclusion

Organising this overseas trip required more time and
effort. Students also had to pay around $15,000 each.
However, students were very well-behaved. They
learned a lot and enjoyed the trip very much. After
trip, they prepared a board display to share their
experiences with their schoolmates. Overall, | think
it is worth the hard work. last, but not the least, |
would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr.
Connelly, Pastor John Chow, Mr. Frank Tam, Mr.
Lawrence Yu, Mr. Lee Kwok Keung, Ms. Chang Sui
Kwan, Mrs. Lam and others who help during the trip.

Sue Sau Chu Shirley
Tai Po San Yuk Secondary School
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