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Heng Kong Gaogmphlcal Association

‘elcome to GA's new home at the Cyber Campus

e Hong Kong Geographical Association was founded in 1969 with the objective
f promoting interests in geography and stimulating geography teaching and
research in Hong Kong. Since then, the Association has served as the organisation
hich unites all persons in Hong Kong who work in geography and related
ubjects. Through its programme of activities, the Association continuously stiive
fo promote the status and visibility of geography and geographers in Hong Kong,

e Association draws its members from a range of areas: college and university

ecturers, secondary school teachers, students, the civil servants and the private

sector. Membership is open without restriction to anyone who is interested in the

ims of the Association. All persons who share these aims are welcome to join the
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We are pleased to announce that our Website has already been
moved back to Hong Kong from the Geocities since 1 January
1999. The URL of HKGA's new home is http://hkga.
hkcampus.net

Thank you for surfing.




B2 ppsE - 29

WHEL 2R “SNEE—"
1 EmE—HAIL-

2 R -AEEAREER (1950 4 -1 17,000
WA A Bt B Ry KR EE (R & - )
3 Bt R AE A4 YR

4 FERE 3 B R R A B R B
(1982 %)
C Sl 0 B - i 5t W O AL 22
B> CHMHEA0LHE - )

5 B4 E SRR B TR
(BnshRhHEmERARs—)

W 8L 35t 0 1

6 LIEERR R EM S ER R SE
-

A+ H - EHEMBE SR WL %

H gl 7 EE -EMRE (LERDESFRT

ORI ERREEZORR) KR -EERE (M

BB R <7 Ry LRy ET R 2 AR BB AR D) -
EBREBRLAEMERBEPR=KERB :

(—) AT B — 3 1tk 3

(=) "ol B Erosk ™ — 2 AL
(=) BEEY-aBR (EREER) Mk -

BE M

A L e o SR P R (22 0% — IR A P
KEHEW BiERECEER "V BS - %
LR I i b o R st A A 38 A5 AR AGE VR 2 1 I
L Rt g - B T EEREE R EE
o —{i Bk B 2 BER AT -

EBMR PR BTG REE 28 - FkE - BBHAH
#9 30 KB E R EHET T 0 TREEE > IR
RO [ BT TEERN KR £
T PIRYAOE - WPRESS I RE | T KRR, PUE
& 4 -

i T A

RE T — PR 30 A T KR K ) Btk 0
e T, BEE THEREE,  BUER
B LAk FREEE  HRRBET TR
FE. c EEREERE - ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁ&%ﬂﬁéﬁiié%Eﬁtﬁi‘g
MAZREN  HEEAGES  EZ T 8IEER
BT WAREREE, -

BEWMK

SR LA 7 [ B A o R 5 T L il ) e
1 - SEHR RN - KIEE S EEOH
A SRRk R I L S R B — A4 L S
EREETEMTRBE ¢ AR RER KRR -
SRBHAC PR - R E BT o AR T AR A e M R
B AHFE TR+ SRR A I SR R B P IR K
i EERKE G BT SRR K - AR G
1 B 1 R R AT A A R — AT AR - DL
b R T B AR BT AR B AR R
%‘ﬂﬁA‘@*mKEﬁ%%%K%ﬁ%%ﬁ

ARIRE > VR EEYEEE S - B HEY
B R L B - UG IRA L EHTJ"ZW‘S I T

Wa kR o MLV EFEEARAEY) -

&W%ﬁ%WmEP*Mﬁﬁﬂ(*& Lk )
w(RE-BERRE) &

Tk
UK
I aE—

A2 ELAE

TE I
BRI




RIS TTREAR - FHCIRES - B
8~ R EFA - B
REARAYFRG - B < Y
Fr A LI 2 JR B ok Rl BEAK
FRE - CHHREA RIS SR
AU RSN TETE - MO S
ANEHE - LRI R B
TR - BEELIh RIZE
Rl RS HERZIIR
Bk WAARHERE  B%
iR BERIE - HAFE
AR ¢ B R - HMA
FIRYREAAY) % R N E B
B A T AT D > TATRE AR

WA MMARRES > todERAEER - E
MESE AR A LT - EE LG
R 7 £ 568 T AR 2 v AT i SR R B AR I
WL HH 3R Jre A J By S - REARRT IR A P R 2E T
b BUREEIH - SRRl Ry it

38 MY I A RUMRI BT AR — - KRR
AR DA - AR T ERSITA — E W AR AR
Py o PRI SHHRLLRL S 5 24 R [l B T 2T R AR
(A AR B B 22 i A B B Y R

e B AR R C BRI R A A I
B {EshER EEmR S22 FRED IR
AR - mEA s 2K EMBR P ENEEL
ZH B R AR RN B GEE  HR R
PYRC Uk IR « JARABSESFRT - fEILIEE S
i LEIFGEEH G ENEY — BURE o EEE
B R B 2R - T R SR IR 0 BAME LIRS
FUE T R B A 3R B SO TR — — R RO
—Fo RS HE » R R RABBE YD o Al AR
o By B R — R REEEY > REANDEAR

Dl -

BERE B BT o v LR IT I AEE - FERTHERKE
By BH S R — HEAYEES RS
19K o HBHEGE 200 B AUIE R (HIZENE ) BXAG
FHAE - 1 BB ARRYRI RGO AR

o B R eR  a
W AR R R - R AN R

(L B — A o SEIFAT
B R R AR S T
— BRI BT
R - SR
& s EANES  HNER
| ..

HE L Gk ER
i VY TR 5 AMGE A
Z H AR R - BIA0 LV ¥
FASEMR PRI B A MBS
FoR TR 8 2 PR ) BRI A
A (AR ~ BRI T2
i OMIAT) KM —REIRAGE - KEHUE
PRI L B AT 2E ~ FERER AR (R 35 R RE ZEAK ]
G158 FEe Y T ST s B+ — 2 I e TRy A R o
TEMEERY) - SFIEAE - R - BBFAE - BFRSE -

EHERER S = TH ARG - flae
Ak HEEMAE "I, NERESE -

PR ZRER - FH LA LB 2 L TE AR o3 B Ry
AT AR > ik e AR 1 0 2 JaL ek ) SE A
=R AR o SRR BT R © RAZEMRI R
PREHRF &G > SR fRE B B Y ek R BRE A 182 21
FBURNMRIERAM R 2 E RN -

IR SR



B4 4 18 SERIL RS 2T - O - BT
B I O T ST 2T RS 1 I 6 B A A A0 B 51
o e R S G ETEEEI R BB A 055 L A
EFAEAY LR R R RS EEy L HRTEHSEA BRI R

AR S PSRN e B
BT S P+ BB R IR K -
Yo B SRS T D <

2208 — 2 I 2 7T — 74 7 9 S0 B
U+ T L S R M 2 N
(B SR - FEBRIGH T ¢ B TR Y 7
VR L B — B A

JECAAC S L R AR AR REROR R 1 R U 9T 1 SR
ZEH o RENSEARRTES AR S CieF 2% - #
bR AR A SR SRR KB R AR 22 5

MEasraEEER  HEMmAKNREIIEE - § AN

SRR AR T K o — e AE 700 f /em? BL Egﬁgg

BRI HZR - 8000 fH fem? U LT - B E

BB IR K R LR AR vk R T A 3K i F]
& 5 5% 105,600 @ /em?) - Fea i o

SRS )R
g :
PR EREH R I8N H R » W84 AH -

B R -
1 i — Rl - i IR O B A ﬁﬁ%% R 0 A R AR ¥$ﬁﬁé@ TR PRHE 241
Pl e H o i < :

BRBT R R R R AR -
2 RUE— BRI AR S A ﬁmaﬁym ﬂﬁﬂ%%%mﬁﬁﬁ%
(LT )« PR EEE 2 256
8 AR - LR -

3 ER-ZR&: ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁ i&%sﬁ%wﬁﬁm @iﬁt?ﬂﬁ%T@
- BB - %E%w HEHE - WﬁM@ﬁ%&ﬁ@ ﬁi%%% $7¢ﬁ%ﬁ

(ABSAFHEABEER)




3§ A-Level Googeaphy Room - N : B

THE A-LeveL GEOGRAPHY ROOM (http://geo.hkcampus.net)

About the Web Site and Access

The A-Level Geography Room is a project collaborated by
the Department of Geography and the Department of
Curriculum & Instruction of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. The whole idea behind it is to operate a web site to
make available to teachers and students of A-Level Geography

a different variety of relevant online resources.

The web site was introduced on 1 January 1999. Itis run in
two phases. By now in the first phase, access to the site is
confined to teachers who have been assigned login codes after
registration. Later on, with a full opening to include also the
students, codes will not be required any more for access.

This course of development takes into account the different
emphasis of needs between the two groups of audience. It has
S (e advantage of

securing a solid

foundation of the
site and a smooth
operation before
extending it to serve

o Clingatic System
o Landform shen
it £10

a wider and varied

scope of demand.

® Agricultural Landscapes
Organisation

The organisation of the site is structured against the A-Level
syllabus. There are six core topic pages, namely, climatic
system, landform system, biotic system, man-environment
relationships, agricultural landscapes, and urban & industrial
landscapes: plus a number of special topic pages. At present,
four special topics are offered, namely, Q&A forum, mapwork,

fieldwork, and book review.

What Will "A-Level Geography Room" Look
Like?

As often noted, the great advancement in Web technology has
been drawing widespread interest and adoption from all
aspects of society. Educators are no less fascinated by the

seemingly unfathomed potential the Web may offer to the

teaching and

learning
A-Level

processes, and Geography Room

are keen to

incorporate it. VATV TV oy Y

¥ Welcome to Adlevel Geography Room ¥
Under this TVCETATOETALALOEIAVNTATARATATTTY
trend, what are

the missions s

A-Level Geography Room supposed to deliver ?

Basically, this web site aims at building up an online resource
bank for A-Level Geography. Upon this base, it will move
along to explore and incorporate the various other possibilities
the Web can offer as an aid to teaching and learning of A-

Level Geography.

The site relies on material contributed from parties involved
in order to build up a resource bank. Users are very welcome
to forward resources they find helpful and svitable as well as
suggestions and comments. By its very nature, the Q&A
forum counts on constant user support and interaction. It is
specifically designed currently for teachers to pose questions
and problems on the subject matter. The lead time now taken
in response may be a bit unsatisfactory and this will be
improved on. Itis believed that the forum can serve meaningful

purposes in elucidating geographical concept and knowledge.

What will A-Level Geography Room look like ? It well
depends on how its role is being perceived and whether it can
get the support from all parties involved in terms of resources,

suggestions, comments and alike.

To contact A-Level Geography Room :

- Email address --- geo@hkcampus.net

- Fax number --- 26035174 (attn : A-Level Geog Room)

- Correspondence address --- A-Level Geography Room,
c/o Geography Dept, The Chinese University of HK,
Shatin, N.T.

(Acknowledge is due to the University Grants Committee in

funding this project.)




THE Use ofFDiGgiTaL CAMERA

L In Hong Kong, it is difficult to find a
| devoted geography teacher without
an optical camera. However, its
employment as an visual aid is rather
disappointing, even for those teachers who
are skilled in photographing. Who wants to enlarge a
photo to a TV-screen size at a cost of $200 just for class
viewing? Making slide show becomes almost the only
occasion when camera is needed, but teachers are still frustrated
by the difficulties in getting access to 'rarer’ hardwares like

slide projector, slide copier, photo copier, etc.

With the advancement in technology and the coming of IT era
, anew generation of camera, being more versatile and more
adaptable in the new multimedia environment of the school,
is foreseeable to take the place of traditional optical camera.
This is digital camera. The essay below examines which
properties this new teaching aid has, explores its diversified
applications, suggests technical guidelines in selecting the

equipment and discusses its future prospects.
THE PROPERTIES

The basic and crucial ditference from optical camera is that
the image taken through its lens is stored in digital signals in
a retractable memory device inside the camera. This means
that there is no more film, no more waiting and fees for film
developing. There is also no more worry about deterioration
of the film through time, so it is capable of long-term storage

and image reproduction.

With the aid of an LCD viewer at the back of the
camera, we can instantly check the result after
each shot. Any dissatisfactory shots can be
deleted and retaken on the spot. This UNDO
function not only demonstrates that the camera
is a green and economical product, but it also

provides a flexibility when working in the field.

Most digital cameras have a TV-out function which allows
teachers to show the images to class whenever a TV set (easier
to access than slide projectors) is available. For a bigger
image, we can also plug it into a video projector directly from

the camera. This simplicity is not provided by optical camera.

» Sze Ming Hui

Nowadays, digital cameras are also light, small and portable,
many are equipped with macro and micro lens too. The
operation is so simple that even a junior secondary student can
master it in minutes. Images on the memory cards can be
downloaded into computer for storage and later presentation.
Meanwhile, the images can also be edited and annotated to

make them more comprehensive and illustrative.
USES IN LEARNING ACTIVITIES

In preparing teaching material, digital cameras are more
capable. Now teachers can come into classroom in the first
lesson each day with the hottest issues ready for display and
discussion. What they did before that was just clicking the
camera at the newspaper while reading them at breakfast. As
it is no need to develop the film, they can then just plug it into
the TV, press the buttons, and that's all.

When capturing photos from books or magazines, digital
cameras can also make the job easier. Teachers need not get
access to a copying device. While at home or library, with
‘macro’ and 'autofocus' on, one can just hold the light camera,
aim at the target, watch the LCD viewer, and click. The
camera will take care of the rest, like the common low-light
condition because its mechanism is already aﬁapted to such
adverse situation. Almostno technical knowledge is required.
There is also no more guesswork and waste of resources, since
we can check the result and redo immediately before we
return the teaching materials. We can also add audio

explanations when the cameras allow.

In class, digital cameras can stimulate the
creativity of the students during presentation.
They can now employ more ways other than
writing on transparencies and verbal
explanation. Using TV and multimedia
functions of the digital cameras, their interest
can be aroused. In conducting classwork, teachers can walk
through the students with the cameras, click at the work they
want to draw class attention to, come back to the front,
connect the cable, and discuss them with the enlarged images
spontaneously displayed on TV screen. This cannot be done

with a traditional optical camera.



With the help of a computer, digital cameras
can improve the quality of notes, test or exam

papers, by directly adding graphics. Unlike

traditional photos, digital images can now be
edited and annotated at will on the computer.
The job of scanning is saved, too. Imagine we

can easily incorporate a lot of photos and diagrams
into our notes to arouse students' interest and to elaborate on
abstract ideas, more questions can also be set on photos and
figures. As the images are directly printed from computer, the
lowering of fidelity during the process of photocopying can

be avoided.

Digital camera is also an versatile tools in field trips. It is
especially light and portable. Photos taken in pre-trips can be
shown directly from the camera to the students on TV in the
briefing sessions. As it is so easy to operate, we can allow
students to use the tools themselves to capture images they
need to share with other groups in their presentation sessions
immediately follow,. Those digital cameras capable of taking
video and sound can be even more stimulating. This can be
one of the most successful tools for motivation. Once they can
master the camera, they will be tempted to do multimedia

projects, and realize that active learning is always not boring.

Internet grows fast. Photos can only be uploaded directly
when they are in digital form. Optical cameras are inferior in
this aspect because their images need to be digitized first, this
involves extra hardware and cost. Digital camera becomes
the cheapest and fastest means to support geography education

through photos over the internet.
HOW TO CHOOSE A DIGITAL CAMERA

No two digital cameras have the same specifications. Each

has its own areas of strength. To ensure that the applications

fore-mentioned can be performed smoothly and easily, some

basic requirements need to be taken into account.

» TV-out jack : enables instant class viewing

» interface with computer : images can be edited and stored

» resolution of 640 X 480 or higher : lower than this figure
may mean a poorerquality than TV images

» zoom lens of 3X or higher : allows to take pictures at
reasonable distance

* macro lens focus down to 10 cm or lower : sufficient
details can be included in a picture

* storage format : floppy disk is preferred, cheapest medium,
easy fo transfer images to and from computers, save the

cost of buying adapters

* upload capability : no need to retake photos before
presentation, avoid the cost of buying expensive storage
cards.

*  operation time of battery : aslong as possible, arechargeable
one can usually works longer,

¢ viewfinder : so that LCD viewer can be closed to save
energy

* sound recording function : can accompany visual images
with audio caption, or just acts as an audio recorder

« video recording function : enables recording of
geographical processes involving motion, produces truly
multimedia presentation

* compact in size : ease of portability

e autofocus, auto white balance, autoexposure, etc. : allows
students to master easily

 flash:incase a brighter image is needed under insufficient
light

There is a web site where one can look further for detailed

comparisons among different digital cameras. The address is

<http://www.imaging-resource.com/digcam01 .htm>
FUTURE PROSPECTS

Digital camera, with its user-friendliness, flexibility, versatility,
and portability, are establishing its indisputable roles in our
teaching-learning processes. Sooner or later, it will replace
optical camera as an teaching aid, mainly because the former
can be more easily integrated with the improving multimedia
settings in school and at home. The provisions of television,
computers, video projectors, colour printers, compact disk
writers, etc. have already consolidated its roles in image
capturing and presentation. The surge of digitization in future
will also give birth to a stream of auxiliary products which can
strengthen its links with school and domestic digital AV

equipments.

The technology of digital photographing
never stays. New models keep coming up
with faster speed, better resolution, larger

storage, smaller size, longer battery life,

finer LCD view, faster data transfer rate, -
more powerful zoom, more direct link with printer, etc. Some
models are in fact 3-in-1, recording still image, video and
sound with just a single body. One even provides a disk-copy
function to facilitate duplicating and sharing of images. The

horizon of its application still leaves much for our imagination.

Sze Ming Hui
Lingnan Secondary School
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