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PART I ACTIVITIES

ART 11 FEATURES

1:

The Study of the Industrial Ceography of Hong Kong

A one day field course in Sai Kung Peninsula has been Dr. V.F.S. Sit
arranged jointly with the Education Department for membery
who are now teaching senior forms on 15 January, 1983,
Saturday. 20 places are available and booking will be
accepted on first come first basis. Interested member . Introduction
shall write to Dr. Chu, Geog. Dept., The Chinese Universg
of Hong Kong or Mr. Chan Pui Kati, Geog. Dept., The Northeg
Teachers Training College, Hong Kong.

University of Hong Kong

The purpose of this paper is to introduce the basiec
hemes and statistics related to the industrial geography ?f
ong Kong. It aims to gauge the significance of Hong Kong's
industry in the regional system in Asia and to outline the
spatial and other characteristics of local manufacturing.
e presentation is based mainly on tables and maps, with a
ew interpretative statements on the facts and figures so

nresented.

On 20th November, 1982, Saturday, Dr. Sit agrees to lead
half-day field trip on "Hong Kong Industrial Landscape".
Members who like to participate the field trip please meet
at 9:30 a.m. at Tai Kok Tsui Ferry Pier. Notes and maps
will be supplied.

On 19th February, 1983, the programme of the third
Geography Day of the Hong Kong Geog. Association has
tentatively been decided, including 4 public speeches:
Dr. V. Sit "Hong kong's Population Characteristics as
reflected in the 1981 Census"™; Dr. C.L. So on some aspects

IT. Hong Kong is an important industrial centre in Asia

Although Hong Kong is a small place in Asia, both in
erms of population and territory, it is nevertheless not

: . pnsignificant as a centre for manufacturing. Its industrial
SoRIvece RRCRMERNE e Yooy Lemg Kkopfo:fo' b dECide}’-deuctiun is larger than Singapore, Bangladesh, Pakistan and

Dr. S.T. Hsu "Extreme climate in Hong Kong" and Dr. L. Cho
p »orl Lanka (Table 1). If the per capita values of manufactured
on the energy problems of Hong Kong (topic to be d561d9dj;xpﬁs B | il fiang Bhog ie wora indostriaidesd then

All these lectures will be hosted by the Geography Departs
I oL : 1).

of The Chinese University of Hong Kong. Members and thel Her Asian countries except Singapore and Japan (Table 1)

friends are welcome.

LI Export Orientation

Hong Kong's manufacturing is orientated towards world
IBrkets. About BOX of the manufactured products of Hong Kong
‘L€ eXported. This is mainly because (a) Hong Kong lacks a
4rge domestic market, (b) it lacks raw materials and fuel

3 “F that the final products have to be exported to pay for
'.2 ;mPUrts of these items, (c) Hong Kong needs to earn foreign
JH?EHCF Lo pay for its imported food and other daily necessi-
:;?ﬁ for feeding and maintaining its population. So Hong Kong

':fk Much of its living as a processing centre for international
SLEEts

Table 2 shows the distribution of the markets of Hong
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Tahle 1

Value of Manufaeturing Production in Selected Asian Countrien, 1979

Country HMilliom (US5) Per Capita (US$)
Hong Kempg &, 684 897
Indonesia 5,236 s
South Korea 20,295 534
Malaysia 8,282 637
Fhilippines 9,145 190
Singapore 2,324 1,162
Thadiland 7.176 156
Taiwan 13,719 BO7
India 27,867 43
Bangladesh 1.140 13
Pakistan 3,743 58
5rl Lanka 578 39
China 105,651 109
Japan 463, 452 3,995
Table 2

Hong, Koﬁp'a Domestic Expor:s (f.o.b.) by Major Tracting PartnersS
Commodicy, 1978

Destination HES Million x
United Staces ) " 15,125 7.2
Germany, Federick népuhlic & 426 10.9
Britain 3,871 9.5
Japan 1,856 4.6
Australia 1,494 37
Canada 1,271 3.1
Singapore 1,104 2.7
Hetherlands 937 2.3
Switzerland & Liechtenstein 683 1.7
Higeria . a8l ’ 1.4
Others 9,364 23.0

40,712 100.0

—_ ————f

Source: Homg Kong Annual Reporc 1979, H.K. Government Printer, p. 254.

gong manufactures. They are dominated by a few advanced
rguntries, e.g. U.5.A., Germany and U.K.

71, Light Manufacturing

Both the local manufacturing employment and the type of
manufactured goods exported (Tables 3 and 4) can illustrate
the fact that Hong Kong is a centre of light manufacturing.
It produces light consumer goods such as garments, toys and
electronics and watches. These items require raw materials
that are light in weight. Their finished preoducts are ?150
light in weight. These qualities fit in with Hong Kong's
supplying and marketing requirements. (Try to explain why?)
Besides, these industries are labour-intemsive. They there-
fore provide much opportunity for local employment and hence
be able to make use the only major resource - labour.

V. Small Industry

Light manufacturing can often be handled by small
specialized firms. Thus Hong Kong's another industrial
characteristic is the predominance of small manufacturing
establishments. As can be seen in Table 5, very small firms
of 0-19 persons accounted for 70% of the number of industrial
establishments. Small firms of less than 50 workers accounted
for 92%. There were only 47 establishments with an imployment
Size of 1,000 and more workers.

VI, Expensive In&ustrial Land

There were about 900 gross hectares of industrial land
in 198]. Thus for each gross hectare of industrial land, there
WEEe about 1,000 workers. This shows that Hong Kong's factories
Tequire very little space. Or, in reverse, Hong Kong's indus-
trial land is much more expensive than many other countries.
Indeﬁdr Hong Kong industries have adopted the space limitation
= dE”31DDing vertically. The majority of the local industries
4re houged in multi-storey industrial buildings. Each factory
S€cupy 5 floor or less than a floor. This is another unique
featyre in our industrial landscape. Thus our major industrial



Tnhlo &
Hajor Ttem of Hung Kong's Expore, 1978
Hajor items Value (HES mil.) 1 share
Toble 3
! Apparels & clothing sccossoriea 15,700 "6
Hong Eong's Hunufaciuring Entahlishments and Erp lpxnpu;x }-I '||'|.p.-1_n_;£_r_.-'-_t Textiles 1,869 7.0
Deceeber, 1978 6,446 15.8
E - Electronics . R
Ho. of Ho. of Plastie FProducte (incl. Flastic Loys) 4 J26 10.6
manuf. - peracns Toys & goames 2,348 B.2
Industry . L I engaged I
i < = Watches and clocks 1,734 57
Food producta, beverages ond Aiick 1,124 2.8
tobacco 1,209 2.9 20,765 2.5 BwCal praducts RE 5
Jewellery, precious stones, etc.
Tenciles 3,134 9.1 98,607 12.1 913 2.2
Travel gas & handbags
Wearing spparcl 9,456 12,9 271,318 33.2 783 1.9
Hoguehold equipment i
Leather and lesther producta 146 0.4 2,184 0.3 1.506 3.7
Footwear i 1 5,106 0.6 e : ' - =
Wood and vood products, fncluding Total 40,711 b
furniture 2,756 6.7 17,516 2.1 SRR e
Faper and paper producta 1,133 2.8 10,049 1.2
Frinting, publishing and allied i Re h Dept., H.E. Trade Develepment Council,
induscries 2,292 5.8 23,936 2.9 it W.X. Trade Review 1978, April. 1978.
Chemlcals, chemical, pet-oleum -
and coal producta 529 1.3 6,430 0.8
Rubber products . 407 1.0 6,198 0.8
Plastie producea 4,515 10.9 B6,512 10.6
Non-metallic mineral products 19 0.9 4,579 0.6 Fig. 1
Basic watal industries M4 0.8 L£,439 0.3 SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION OF MANUFACTURING :DECEMBER. 1978,
Febricated metal products 7,357 17.m . 80,106 9.8 [ % of total )
Hachinery, except electrical 1,478 3.6 12,910 1.8 ESTABLISHMENTS EMPLOYMENT
Electrical machinery, RppAratus,
appliances and supplies 1,576 3.4 97,962 121.0
Transport equipment 318 0.8 13,482 1.7
Frofensional and mcilentific
equi pment 662 1.6 26, 786 KOWLOON
KOWLOON
Cther manufacturing induscries 1,525 6.1 7,708 1.4 MNEW
T e KOWLOON 225N
Total 41,240 100.0 816 683 100.0
— —_— I6TH
Source: Employment and Eainings Statistics Section, Census & Statistics
Department, Honp Kong. HManufacturing Establishmenra and
mﬂgufnt_ty Il'lll-l.lﬁl:‘r_"fﬂ"sl!h'.lljﬁl'nl‘.lﬂﬂ,, Deconber, 1978,
N.T.= New Territories

Source : Census and Statistcs Department, Hong Kong.
Stotistics of Extoblishmants and Employment, December. 1878, Table 3
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Tuble 3

Sipe Datribution of Manufacturing Establishmenta, Docesber 1978

Ko, of Ko, of
wmanul , persons
Employment Size . [T1 M i Enpagped I

1-9 ' 27,205 66.0 108,066 13.2
m;m - 19 6,037 14.6 BO, 958 9.9
0 - &9 A4, 714 11.4 146 28] 17.%9
50 - 99 1,918 4.7 131,733 16.1
100 = 199 B&Y 2.1 116 £53 5.3
200 - &59% 362 0.9 105,972 13.0
500 - 999 104 0.2 69,303 8.5
1000 - 199% iz a,l 43,522 5.3
2000 - 299% 1) 7.138 0.9
000 - 3999 3 2 ool 6,855 0.8
Total 1,280  10Q.0) Bl6 683 99.9

Source: Employment and Earnings Scatdscles Secclon, Census & Statlstlce
Deportment, Wong Kong. Manufacturing Establishsents and

Employment by Induscrv/Size/location, Decorber 1978, p. 1.

Table &

Total Induscrisl Land Zomed (July 1977)

District Gross hectoare I of total
Hong Kong Island & Kawloon 165 10.0
Hew Kowloon I 199 1.1
Teuen Wan 438 6.7
Sha Tin . 117 ‘ 7.1
Tuen Hun 315 19.1
Tuen Long a2 ’ 5.0
Tai Po 143 a7
Fan Ling/Shcung Shul 46 2.8
Rural Townohips & reot of N.T. 140 8.5
Total 1643° 100 .6

s of Kwun Tong and Tsuen Wan are packed with 'industrial'
se' blocks.

satial Pattern

ang Kong's manufacturing was used to concentrated within
gtricts in the Main Urban Areas, such as, Kwun Tong,

a Wan, Hunghom and North Point (Figurel). But Tsuen
heen growing into a major industrial concentration since
jgure 1). However, by 1978 (Figure 1) the rest of the
‘tories was still insignificant in industry.

tial Pattern of Large and Small Establishments

he large and small establishments do not share the same
ttern. The smaller ones are more concentrated in the
d older urban distriects (Map 1). Most of them are

de domestic buildings. They do not have a proper
ation. Hence they cause problems like dangers of fire
ition within erowded neighbourhoods of the city. Larger
lents are usually found in the outer and newer urban
such as San Po Kong and Kwun Tong. These places
loped in the 1950s and 1960s for industrial growth.

above are some of the more important features of the
They are not systematically
gether nor being used to build up a model. These

data have also not been looked at deeply and analy-
However, they may be basis for further discussion and
Nto the various aspects of the industrial geography of

t (ed.), Urban Hong Kong, Summerson 1981, Hong Kong.

(ed.), Asian Urbanization: A Hong Kong Case Book,
» 1970.
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ons to the Hong Kong Geographer are welcome . :
uscripts to thn editors via the following &z

Gaography Department,

 The Chinese University of Hong Knng,__.
~ Shatin,.N. T., i
~ Hong Kong.

Hung Kong Geographer will report the ﬂl:lt'.:int.
1 hopa.fully to inform members of ot.hur

IQEner&I readers. Thesze features -:!n m:-t
e Hong Xong Geographical Associatlﬂn.:e
sponsible for their papers. ;




