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PART 1. ACTIVITIES

= e for G- T0s | the second half of 1984, the field study committee is
xecutive Committee for K o

arrange 1 to 2 field study days, possibly in cooperation
Inspectorate, Education Department of Hong Kong as the

At the Annuul General Meeting on February 19, 1983 the
following members have been elected for office-bearers for
1983-1945;

t year.

¢ is tentatively fixed that the 4th Hong Kong Geography Day
. staged at Grantham College of Education on the first
after Lunar Chinese New Year, 1984. Mr. Chan TaF—cn

ir the organizing committee. The event will consist of
a forum and two public lectures. The 5th Hong KQng

r Day, hopefully will be staged at Hong Kong gapt1st ,

. An organizing committee would be convened with Dr. Li

Chairman : Dr. K.Y. Wong (CUHK) {0-633111 ext. 534)
Vice-Chairman : Ms. Linda T.L. Li (Cheung Sha Wan Cath. Sch.)
Hon. Secretary: Dr. David Chu (CUHK) (ext.475) ]
Hon. Treasurer: Dr. S.I. Hsu (CUHK) (ext. 469)
Committee T.0. Chan
Members Dr. S.M. Li

Mr. C.5. Poon

Dr. K.C. Lam

Mr. K.L. Cheung

:

In.

i

der to plan and explore the possibility of organizing
e on geggxaph}r and develﬂpmﬂnt in Asgia around X'mas,
saring committee is formed. Dr. K.Y. Wong was elected
f the committee, the other two members are Ms. Linda
At the Annual General Meeting on February 19, 1983, the BE v. sit.

constitution and regulations of the Hong Kong Geographical
Association were amended subject to approval of the Royal FPolic
Force. The proposed amendments were later approved by the
Foyal Police Force with effective from the date of A.G.M.,
i.e. February 19, 1983. The newly amended constitution is
attached with this issue of Hong Kong Geographer for your
reference.

Announcement

s 2d Hoc Committees are also formed. One is to

the feasibility of organizing a forum for the exahange
tween the serving teachers and the examiners of H=-Level ,
nd CE-Level examinations. Mr. C.5. Poon was elected

of this committee. The other one is an Ad Hoc Committee
ter Application in Geographical Teaching. Mr. C.S5. Poon
be the Convenor, Dr. Li, Dr. Hsu, Dr. Chu, Ms. Li and

an agree to become members of the committee. The
mmittee is the Ad Hoc Committee on Teaching Material

. Mr. ¢.K. Chan agreed to chair the committee, Dr. Chu,
Poon and Dr. Lam to be members.

Coming Event

On Aug. 19 and Aug. 20, 1983, the HKGA will join the
Geography Department, CUHK to stage a public lecture and a
demonstration on the use of satellite imagery in geography.
The talk will be presented by the experts from the U.S.A.
and the demonstration will include the equipment brought
along by them, costing over US$50,000. Since there are
only twenty vacancies available for the demonstration,
members who are interested should apply in written form to
the Hon. Secretary, HKGA, c/o Geography Department, Thg
Chinese University of Hong Kong. For the public lecture,
all HKGA members are welcome, but pre-registration is reguired
to facilitate preparation of handouts and other reference
materials. (For details, see the back cover of this issue
of Hong Kong Geographer).
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‘question remains how to plan and conceive this tour su iLimi

PART II. FEATURES . abjects not usually detected by human eyes or ears.

well structured guestions are thus necessary. On
instruments, the range is very broad indeed, depending
ailability of resources and technical knowhow. A

s most useful and inexpensive, but it can detect
fields of one's environment. Geography teachers could
dents how to orientate their map in dark or when they
direction. Besides measuring direction, the compass
loyed as a surveying instrument. Given an object (0)
angle at point A, after walking a known distant (to
its angle will change as indicated in the following
‘With this iﬁfarmation, one could measure the distance

UNDERSTANDING ONE'S ADJACENT ENVIRONMENT
David K. ¥. Chu
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Introduction

one needs not go far away to learn geography. Geograp)
starts from where you stand. To most geography teachers, it
is always a problem to organize their students to go to seg
what they think "typical" geographical features within a
limited number of field trips and in a very short span of
time, for the "typical" gecgraphical features are scattered,
if not unavailable. From the author's point of view, it is
of course desirable to give the students opportunities to
attend well crganized field trips te have a close examinatic
of "typical” geographical features, for example, to hire a
boat to Sai Kung waters to have a loock on the beautiful ses
arches, columnar joints, sea caves, stacks, platforms etc. ¢
to go to Ma Shi Chau to see the variocus kinds of geological
phenomena such as folding, sandstones, shales and perhaps wi
luck, fossils. However, a field trip or two of this kind wi
never be a good substitute for a well-conceived tour of one
adjacent environment. The reasons of this include: firstl
the former type of field trips give a false impression tha
geocgraphy exists only in distant parts of Hong Kong or in
parts of the world outside Hong Kong; secondly between the
"typical" features, there is not much to comment from the
geographical point of view. The latter, on the contrary,
focusses on every possible square inches (or centi-metres)
of one's surrounding which conveys a message that geography
exists and could supply an explanation of one's familiar
environment. An additional advantage of the tour is that
not mach time is reguired to conduct such a tour. The

and OB by trigonometrical methods or by graphical

. If resources are available, a noise level metre
ast kits are instruments that could be employed to
quality of environment. Falling between the two
are geological hammer, portable meteorological

s, ph-paper, scil-test kits. BAll these are useful
zlass-room environment and its adjacent physical

The human geography of one's surrounding regquires

E equipment*. A set of well-planned questions,

'by a calculator and a questionnaire will be sufficient
like "why the school or the fast-food store next door
at the present site?", "is there a pattern of usage
ayground near by?" or "are the residents of the

lappy with the urban amenities provided in the

: are thought-provoking and useful to let students to
Barning and applying geography to their familiar

the geographical explanation of the "familiar" features is
not superficial and obvious.

Field Trip of One*s Surrounding

The solution of the above guestion lies in pre-trip
preparation and in application of precision instrument whi®




An Example

The author's workplace is the Chinese University. It
thus be convenient for the authur to quote the Chinese Unj
Campus as an example. it is understandable that the Chineg
University Campus has no oulstanding or spectacular physicy
geographical features. However, few people know that many
types of rocks are tound in such smaill area. Even [ewer peg
know exactly the wvariation of noise level in the campus. j
many students can give a scientific explanation of why tha
Chinese University is located at at the present site either
A list of questions are thus raised to the students who
participated the field trip of "understanding the geocgruaphy
your campus"**, including:

(1) On the 1:50,000 or 1:20,000 {Sheet 7) map published by
Hong Kong Government, the Shatin newly reclaimed area
not on the map. Could one update the shoreline of Sha
by using prismatic compasses?

away from the Chinese University Campus is a
called Chek Mai Ping ( A Al FF ). Compare and
.ot these settlements with the traditional villages
nly found in other parts of Hong Kong.

ar

narks

perhaps not necessary to present answers to the above

. pecause readers (or field participants) may come to

fter the tour. What the author would like to remark
tour participants’® responses were generally very gcod
ey agreed that the geographical features ?f the Chinese
Campus are by no means exhaustive or "typical”, .

ey are very common that they could be overlocked easily.

.canduct field trips on urban geography, one may refer
y McGee, T.G. and Drakakis Smith D. (1974) Field Work
Urban Geography: Hong Kong and Macau, Longman.

(2) Examine and identify the rocks at New Asia College, at
slope behind the United College, and at the cliff oppo:
the Main Library. Could one be convinced a fault line
running between these few checkpoints?

Chinese University Campus is now used by the autﬁor
: i ithi i i i ourse "Data Collection and Field
(3) Measure the sound level at various checkpoints within field sttes for his ¢

the campus. Is there any relationship between sound 1€ S -

and the distance away from the Taipo Road?

(4} The Chinese University Campus displays a mosaic of
vegetation. By examining the micro-climatology, the 3
structure, availability of water and their chemical
properties and of course human intervention at 5pecif;
checkpoints, can one establish a set of underlying fac
that controls their growth and pattern of variation?

body is interested in the geography of the Chinese
Campus, included in this appendix is a key and a map
th the geological structure proposed by K.W. Lai
is followed by map (Fig. 2} of sound level recorded
ch, 1983. One could thus draw his own conclusion if
e of Taipo Road affects the sound level variation of

University Campus.

{5) In the context of human geography, the siting of the &
University is a typical problem of location of publiC
facilities. wWhat are the factors governing the siting
the Chinese University?

(6) Opposite the Chinese University Campus is a well-knowr
( #HE1l) )5 ) - Could one think of any reason that it
there?
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Fig.1 The Chinese University of Hong Kong
£i0 2 Sound Level Recorded {in DBA)
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{B) Dﬂmruicn an& Presentatim
b R T MR T R _I &

WORKSHOP ON REMOTE SENSING

{a) Public Lecture

” ,, im':ludes introdmtim_ to the W
o sarrmﬁmmm and mmw w-

~ Date:

9:00- 9:40 a.m.

9:40-10:20 a.m.

- 10:20-10:40 a.m.
10:40-11:20 a.m.

© 11:20-12:00 a.m.

2:00- 4100 Psm-

materials.

Jointly sponsored by Geography Department,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
and The University of North Dakota.

August 20, 1983 (Saturday)
' Venue: Chung Chi College, : . ok g
The Chinese University of Hong Kong. g

Innovations in Land Use Management and
the hpplicatiunn of Remote Sunninw tu i |

pando and Prof. S.D. Chang)

Date Acquisition by m mw (P
R.D. Mower) i

Data .hnal_vsis {Prof.. -I.II'. erchnff a.ud
Prof. G.E. Johnson)

Data Presentation tpmf F. Hickok, B
Prof. S.D. Chang & Prof. G.!a Johnson) .

Public Display of Equipment and npumum'
of Equipment (Measurdnics, computer,
images, photos and mmmr. '

* HKGA members who would like to attend the puhlic lnctm
should register with the Hon. Secretary of HKGA, c/o

' Geography Department, CUHK.
fér the preparation of Mndouts and other re!azhm&

Pre-registration is requhd

{continued on page 9)




