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ARTICLES

PART I ACTIVITIES Role and the Characteristics of Fieldwork

in Geography Education*

Coming Events

Chan Pui Kai**
On 26th November 1983, the HKGA will offer its first

Field Study Day of this year to its members and friends.
This time, the area around The Chinese University of Hong
Kong is selected. Whilst the electrified train, and many
bus routes enable all participants to come to the field
easily, the different ecological systems, and the great
variety of rocks outcropped in this small area provide the
participants an ideal site for field training. Apart from
field training, the area chosen is ideal for taking photoes,
hiking and is a place backed up by inexpensive canteens,
museum and other cultural and educational facilities. Take
the chance and familiarize yourself the geography of Chinese
University Campus. For other details, see the attached
sheet.

graphy education has been undergoing rigorous changes
past two to three decades throughout the world.
techniques are among the many techniques involved
plution of Geography methodology. In this essay,
ionship of Geography and fieldwork, the characteristics
work and its value in education are briefly discussed.

and Fieldwork

e traditional view on the nature of geography
the scene from the last century till the 1950s.
ative view of this period can be well illustrated
On 21st January 1984, theré will be another Field Study e's that
Day co-sponsored by the HKGA and the Education Department,
Hong Kong. The theme will be.on the impact of urbanization
and the site isiarea around 5ai Kung. Since there will be
only a limited number of places available, members, who are

interested, please apply and reserve your place now.

raphy is concerned to provide an accurate,
erly and rational description of the variable
Kdracter of the earch surface.”

{Hartshorne, 1959, p.21)

Wwith this "descriptive" view of Geography,
and East also expressed that

1 field work is the close examination and
lysis in the field of an accessible piece of
intry, showing one or more aspects of areal
tlierentiation."

(Wooldridge & East, 1958, p.l161)

and expanded text of an address given to H.K.G.A.
“Orum on "The Role and Application of Fieldwork

B8 in the Teaching of Geography at the Lower
Level in H.K.", 19 Feb., 1983.

1s the Senior Lecturer of Geography Department,
College of Education.
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Geographical fieldwork was then regarded as "a
synthesis” and the role of fieldwork was more on field

By 1960s, changes in the philosophical and the pe
logical bases of Geography began to gather momentum in g
(Chorley and Haggett, 1965) Geography has been viewed ag

"a science concerned with the rational development
and the testing of theories that explain and predj
the spatial distribution and location of various
characteristics on the surface of the earth."

{H. YEEEES; 1953: -_

Thus fieldwork is also influenced by this shift in emphasi
methodology to a more scientific mode of organization in
hypothesis setting and testing are the main activities im
beside the data collection process (ref. Fig. 1).

Local geographers in Hong Kong also share views wit
Cole: )

"Geography begins with the study of the local en
ment. It is thus relevant to children of quite a
young age. In this study children are trained to
learn through direct observation and experience.
They are directed not only to observe exceptional
facts, but also ordinary things and scenes of every

day life. In the study of Geography they are not t

take things for granted. They must look for -'*:_.';
find out the cause of things, identify and recogniZ
correlations, set up hypotheses, reason not the

possibilities of each hypothesis and judge for t

selves which one is most likely to apply. Studen

can thus have the training to approach problems ané
they are encouraged to tackle each and every problé

in the classroom and in life in the same way."

(Educators’ Social Actiol
Council, Pamphlet No.5:

p.29)

Fieldwork can thus be more appropriate regarded as a pla né
discovery through which the teacher prepares the situatiof®
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Fig. | Suggested organmation of eldwork (after an idea of J. F. Cole!
{ Bales el al, p 200, 1973)

.
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. 5) Presentation -- as an evaluation data gathered,
summarized and analyzed have to be presented
either orally or in written form for the other

members of the class group or even the general
public for comments.

such that the students learn geographical concepts by them-
selves. In contrast with rational/analytic mode of inquiry
in modern geography education which based on model building
and theory formulating, the empirical/intuitive approach ig
of no less importance especially in the teaching of geograpy
at the lower secondary level (Hall, 1976). The best illus-

tion of fieldwork d
tration for the impirical search for data is fieldwork and o ica according to the criteria of

type of structure, teacher/pupil relationship and
it can be detailedly illustrated in Figure 2.

"Younger children will seek wider vicarious experieng
to underpin concept formation, with little stress '
on formal reasoning other than an imaginative
flexible exercises without region ...."

(Hall, 1976, p.251)

In Fig. 2, "Field Demonstration" in the type most widely
teachers in the lower forms or even up to post-secondary
at present. For Form 1 or 2 pupils, "Field Demonstration”
e suitable for them as beginners in geographical fieldwork .
in Form 1 some brighter pupils would be willing to
fieldwork which allow them freedom to find things on
wn. It is more so for F.2 and 3 students. "Field
is the type of fieldwork for those students who have
some fieldwork experience. For seniors in secondary,
esting” is more challenging and "Field Discovery" is
challenging even for university students.

It is highly desirable to deem fieldwork as an integrs
and indepensible method in modern geography education especi
at the lower secondary level in Hong Kong and in other place

Characteristics of Fieldwork

The general procedure in conducting fieldwork is X
£ : of Fieldwork
ivefold: ; =

Pupils can get rid of the confined classroom environment
-En the open environment meeting "unpredicted” or
challenges through carefully planned fieldwork.

1) Preparation -- setting objectives, fixing field
sites, briefings, points to note and things
to bring, ete.

+he thirst for "extra-mural experience is expressive

_Eds of children to construct their own environment

€rring materials to their own use and satisfaction,

3 their imagination of things into personal reality.”

.mBTE; P.251). Fieldwork in this sense is the "adventure

Broadly speaking, teacher and students have to
prepare thoroughly before-hand.

2) Data Collecting -- this includes the process of &
recording which are to be conducted in the fi€

o

3) Data Summarizing -- all data collected have to BS
summarized through mapping or other statisFi“
techniques so as to be ready for analysis.

“EeCent research findings suggest that teacher should

:,ake Students on field trips which provide moderate

® Of novelty and

4) Data Analysis -- based on theories learned data '
summarized are to be analyzed. Hypothoses are
then rejected or accepted.

Short forays from classroom may most efficiently
"“€Omplish this objective, but as students gain




(Falk and Balling. 1982, p.27-28)

more elaborated and longer trips may be
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"Graphicacy should
The Times Educational

(1965)

5 Nov.

plement,

. the Fourth Ace in the Pack",

W W.G.V. (1972): Graphicacy, Geography, Vol. 57, Pt.3.

, W.G.V. & Coleman, A.M.

“waput
o) panriveas g oo
pa Aoy duss sanbiuyae
pur smayieddy jo uofaung
t uofimindwos 6 Ao
puE  aenisngit g saniag
(PiEp Mploda W PHUXT
Aavinaan) (gi ApEuoneisdg
arenb vmo
Iyl 100yt NG USWRIOdANS
UMD N IRAO e 01 AEnosd
-sueape pond spdnd aaym
Juny auwgdas  eIueo),
sanjapind jo
1H1% § punom paTyd dj:moo|
arow 1o (sumpanb goo jeny
-wiom a1) Igd ey ag ue)’

HAGRA b0
100) 4g W0 saow pue moed
agpray dg parvdaed swwmesd
-oid feaun paunEME AgR]

ELE ]
woptm sqi W agimed | dna
~Eai) wolpesduy] ' lsanog,
Tdnd ) o aMous sy) am
fuypom jo spow THayiodiy
wanEpind Caua) Maym
‘umouyun ) o1m  Lauinof

eunwop Futgos-uiqold
NN MNINPIP JO SUDH
EIAHOD B YijM ASUTRISIIE
Ul taul] papofiucs  ApRjaies
Muote papow 10 muapnddy
Hpsadt @ onn gamaAay

panuas-pdnd 1 mazond 3y
1ng uonuan Pl g 9
Y@ pAINEEML CPAIIA0OSIP B
1Py, IHWEA0W [0 fRIoua]ne
HOEIIPHUGS  IAg  SRANIAP
Aq prqumswnan: fyhy spdng

Apnis wexs 1o

JIOMEER( AIMIN) 10) SRAlMgQO
fayaeal (s prooal Luapnig
D BN D 1oj Py M
Ul PIAPOIUL AM SRS Mo
pue ruswourgd meu (q) o[
(L]

45LAIIIN Tnjuos put adog
‘puncsd o dew jo uonEuaio
W7 SN MOMPA)  paiE
e Butpnpaur IR pasofia)
§1 possr: snotaasd (B) )

| pamory  Surpesy deng - sayrod SRR
| P wafIaAu0] ¥ IE ST jo uomasadn o))
fraay pdnglayiea]
{OGE'd L6l " IIeH )

LRIIRE o ddi ]

[F

Graphicacy and Geographical Teaching,
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Geographical Education.

an, pD. (1983)
Croom Helm.
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gome Difficulties Encountered in Fieldwork
=

Chorley, J. & Haggett, P. (1965): Frontiers in Geographia.
Teaching, Methuen. 1

To Kan Yan®

Educators' Social Action Council ( 7 ): Pamphlet No.5
Attitudes and the Teaching of Geography.

an to carry out field study?

Falk, J.H. & Balling, J.D. (1982): The Field Trip Miliep,
Learning and Behaviour as a function of Contextual
Events, Journal of Educational Research, Vol. 76,
1982, pp.22-28.

There is no "spare time" to carry out fieldwork
e the teacher has been preoccupied with finishing the
it area of the syllabus within a limited time span.

Hall, D. (1976): Geography and the Geography Teacher, Geop JEEEEE for and where to go to?

Allen & Unwin. i _ .
1ld study topics and sites relevant to the syllabus
tent and manageable within the capacity of the
pdents and teachers are difficult to decide upon,
‘ticularly with reference to content areas outside
g Kong {e.g. Australia, N. America).

Hartshorne, R. (1959): Perspectives on the Nature of Geogr
Murrary, London.

Wooldridge, S.W. & East, W.G. (1958): The Spirit and P rﬁ

of Geography, 2nd Edition (London). ty in the field is a major concern of teachers,

arents and principals, and at the same time, a

Yeates, M. (1968): Introduction to Quantitative Analysis i B e to fieldwork outside the school

Economic Geography, Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs
N.J.
L0 organise and lead field trips?

h class size of 40 students aged between 11 to 14 is
difficult to handle in the field.

& teachers teaching Fl geography may not have any
al geographical field training at all.

i9gestions

ation of time for fieldwork depends on how one

S the role of fieldwork in the study of geography.
ldwork should be regarded as an integral and indis-
ible part in geographical learning at all levels.

fk?ﬂ the geography panel chairman of Tung Wah Group
“Pltals Chang Ming Thien College.

- Y - Lyl
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guidance, active members of

ty and geography students of
leaders in the

+ suitable training and

1 geugraphy socie
;ngrms (F.6) may act as group

b) Fieldwork does not necessarily require long ho
school. Some can be done in a 40-min lesson, o |
students themselves during school holidays. E

rk could be planned to fit with school activities

t's day.
exhibitions on the open day or paren
rc fﬁém the principal and other teachers could

pe obtained. pisplay of fieldwork results also

ides a sense of achievement to the students.

c¢) School pinics could be arranged in such a way as ¢
incorporate both recreation and field study. i

2., a) Problems of time and safety could be solved if th
site and its neighbourhood are used as field study
e.g. i) Measurement and mapping of the school play

enable students to learn concepts of scalg
direction and size.

ii) Road cuttings and outcrops in the school g
dings and even ornmental stones of the sche
foundation stone afford opportunities for :
to acquaint themselves with the types of ro

iii) Concepts of map reading could be reinforced
through identification of features in the §
(e.g. in the surrounding areas of the schog

iv) Survey of commercial activities along a nea

road may reflect some aspects of urban land

i initiative to
chairman has to take the 1in
aei help and even to lead his/her colleagues
k. ;ut fieldwork. Relevant materials or journals
te;YtD fieldwork like Teaching Geography should be

»duced to panel members.

b) Try to make use of the guided visits offered by the
government, e.g. visit to government farms, country
educational trails, reservoirs, etc. '

¢) Bear in mind that althouth it is impossible for stud
to carry out fieldwork in an Australian farm, field
of a local farm still serves the purpose of illustra
concepts of a farming system.

d) It should be clearly stated to the principal, studen
and parents that the field is the laboratory, and I
work a "must" for geographical study.

3. a) Fieldwork does not necessarily mean that the teachel
to point out every items of interest and to talk all
time in the field. Careful preparation and detailed@
briefing before fieldwork, well-structured methods 2
enguiry through guestionnaires, and division of the *
into groups together with pre-trip training of grouf
leaders may help release the teacher's burden.

-13-
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Eeport on the Forum on the Role and Application of Fie A
Techniques in the Teaching of Geography at the Lower s;kﬁ'
Level in Hong Kong. -

?i hers who would like to order plast%c maps
'"ﬂﬂgfg. ), the following address will be

s f‘l.tl :

The H.K.G.A. organized a forum on the "Role ang
Application of Fieldwork Techniques in the Teaching of
Geography at the Lower Secondary Level in Hong Kong" on
19 February, 1983 from 2:30 pP-m. to 4 p.m. at Chung Chi
College, The Chinese University of Hong Kong as part of
the activities of the annual Hong Kong Geography Day.

Defence Mapping Agency
Topographic Command
6500 Brooks Lane
Washington, D.C., 20315
The Forum was chaired by Mr. Chan Pui-kai, the vige. U.S.A.

Chaimn Df H-K-G;Pﬁ- {1982-33}, Th_ree guest Bpﬂﬂkers . .:
invited to give brief introduction on the topic from diffey
pPerspectives.

; 2 B #H #H
Mr. Chan Pui-kai, lecturer of Geography Department 2 B & EE ER R
Northcote College of Education, discussed on the role and

characteristics of fieldwork in the study of geography.

Mr. To Ka-yan, the gecgraphy panel chairman of |
Wah Group of Hospitals Chang Ming Thien College, elaborated
on the difficulties and the possible solutions for field oI
to be conducted in the lower forms and senior forms as well

iﬂu--rs who are interested to purchase a
computer cartographic software (choropleths)
| patible to APPLE II or similar system can
write to the Hon. Secretary, HKGA, c/o
ography Department, The Chinese University
Hong Kong. The Software is now stored on
oppy disc (5%") and sold to HKGA members
$50.00 (price includes a Datalife flc?py
sc, a user-guide and postage). The price
for non-members and institutions is $150.00

Mr. Lai Kwok-chan, inspector of Geography Section,
Advisory Inspectorate, E.D. explored the role and applicati
of fieldwork in school geography in Hong Kong and introduce
the elements of fieldwork in the old and new geography
syllabuses for the lower forms.

Detail versions of the above speeches would be found
in separate sections in this and next issue of the Hong Ko
Geographer.

* About ‘seventy teachers and guests attended the forus:
Many expressed their cpinions upon the pPractical difficultif

and suggestions on fieldwork for Forms One to Three in Hond
Kong.
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