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5 . -:5& and Application of Fieldwork Techniques in the

.of Geography at the Lower Secondary Level in H.K.*

I. Anncuncement

3 L
(1) The forthcoming l4th Annual General Meeting of he Lai Kwok Chan

Hong Kong Geographical Association will be held on Satupra.
February 11, 1984 at the Seminar Room of Geography Depa ;
Hui Oi Chow Science Building, Hong Kong University at 1g.q
a.m. The agenda of the A.G.M. will be as follows: )

(1) To adopt the Minutes of the 13th A.G.M. held in
Fm. 611, Chung Chi College, The Chinese Universit
of Hong Kong.

{2) To adopt the Hon. Secretary's Report of the yea
1983/84.

(3) To adopt the Hon. Treasurer's Report of the year
1983/84.

(4) Any Other Business.

graphy is concerned with study of man's physical
o—economic environment, and direct observations must
in the field. Just as laboratory work is an essential
science education, fieldwork is a normal, integral
rtant element of geographic education. It would be

e for us, as co-workers in geographic education, to

is to more school administrators, colleagues and

‘At a time when moral education of juveniles are under

(2) On the same day (i.e. 1lth February, 1984), the Ho B - & worthuhile to yote that Hlalavork slso
Kong Geography Association and the Department of Geugr;.;: utes Fowards this area. Firstly, 1F fosters students
and Geology of the University of Hong Kong will jointly " ve ﬂtt%tudes towards concern for env1ran§e?t and
organized the 4th Hong Kong Geography Day in Hui Oi Chow i sacxallawareness. _Sec?ndlyr BHED syl effortsr
Science Building, the University of Hong Kong.' The Day'# collection and cnmpllatlo?, it helps Quplls t? realize
Programme will start at 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., including rt?nc? ?f group oo opcIatiom. .The?e e Felatlva%y
three lectures and one public forum. Members are cﬂrdia'; € an individual alone can accomplish in a field project.

invited to participate and the details of the Programme are %t mighlights the rEsPDﬂs%blllty ?f an individual
as follows: pined effort. A student will realize that the

sly collected data of one person alone will undermine

(1) 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. (Rm. MGO2, Hui 0i chow Bldg. racy of the whole project.
Mrs. Fong Lee Mo Kwan on "Geographical Environmen!
of Country Parks in Hong Kong". _

(2) 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (Rm. MGO2, Hui Oi Chow Bldg.
Dr. Li 8i Ming on "The Value of Time in Transpo 2

(3) 2:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. (Rm. 103, James Lee Bldg.)
Dr. Anthony Yeh on "Computer Cartography”.

(4) 3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. (Rm. 103, James Lee Bldg.)
forum on "Recent Development of Geographical
Education in Hong Kong". (Chaired by Mr. Chan
Kai)

Sive Development in Fieldwork

?"Prcgressinn in geographical teaching consists in

. .

Sed text of an address given to the H.K. Geographical
iation, 19 February, 1983.

Lai is the Inspector of Geography Section, Advisory
HECtorate, Education Department and is the organizer
the Geography courses at Field Studies Centre, Sai Kung.




_rndscapes, and granite landscapes are very commonly
und Hong Kong schools, thus saving the trouble of
whole day journey to over-saturated "meccas" like
u to observe similar features. Besides, most
Hong Kong are situated within an urban setting,
ark on local buildings, local shops and services
¢ counts can be readily carried out.

moving from the particular to the general, the gj
complex, the concrete to the abstract; away from o
ExPEriencE of the learner twoards the common eXperia
yankind." Overseas educationalists have emPhasi:I?
importance of a similar progressive development ineq
throughout secondary schooling. Some go as far ag
that it ‘Ehﬂult? begin early in the pupils' school 1j :‘
ferably in primary schools. B ils themselves may also have access to useful

-~ their families and neighbours may provide useful
ces for socio-economic surveys. In fact, a loecal
school had successfully organized 200 Form Two
collect data from over a thousand families in the

'H_strict without having to go to the streets.

Fieldwork can be developed with ever-increasip
of ?etail and depth with the growth in age and ahilil
pupils (Figure 1). Generally, lower from pupils argi
undertake small-scale studies with directly observabl
c?ncrete examples. They are usually held in the p
dlaFE local environment. For higher form pupils he
assigned field work with a higher level of sophi;ti at
leading to understanding of more complex relatiﬂnshif
fmrmulation of values and attitudes. Moreover, cu-wﬁ

earned in local studie E
B oL s can be applied to regional, na

case of not having enough teachers supervising the
in the field, senior form students can be recruited
as group leaders. They can also help in the evalu-
field methods used, through which they can acquire
e learning experience themselves.

Due to various reasons, sometimes it might be difficult
' raphy teacher to obtain support from his head or
& in organizing a field trip per se. In this case,
could possibly be integrated with regular scheool
& like the School Open Day, exhibitions, displays or
;3;?; iz:gg?aiﬁefzﬁmze;-c;hzlgzzzg agzeﬂiﬁchildren, 1 outings. Furthermore, an ?riginal display on topics
the concern for safety Bl ﬂd a der has to : -ning Cut School Surrcundings" or "The Geography of
ruption of school time-tables thee:ai'an parents, F 0l District" will certainly provide the students
holidays etc. While some of th ing up of Satiiy e interesting and rewarding experiences than to
overcome, there still z ese constraints cannotl - them to make a reproduction of paragraphs and diagrams
¢ TUEEE BELLL exists planty of grounds for il ir text-books on topics like "Trade in Hong Kong" or

dctoria Harbour™.

Fractical Problems and Suggestions

Many practical problems exist in organizing fie

The immediate school environment often provides
resources and opportunities for conducting fieldwork.
instance, measuring tapes and compasses can be used in
room and school grounds to teach direction and scalej §
vantage points from school roof-tops and nearly hillsld
often command a good view of the surrounding physical &

When it is impossible for a teacher to take care of
;clasﬂes he teaches within the school vear, fieldwork
Aincorporated into activities of school clubs and

28 like the Scouts and Guides, Duke of Edinburgh's
heme, Community Youth Club, and of course, the

Bhy Society.

lEditOIiali Teaching Geography, Vol.5, No.4, April 1*% While safety of pupils should be of prime consideration
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and proper precautionarf procedures be followed ip o
trip, such considerations should not be stressed tg g,
extent that it virtually preculdes any fieldwork f onl
taking place. Many other school activities —- e.g. of
education, science laboratory work, school Picnics zpg
woodwork and metalwork, domestic science etc., -- are -
to expose students to a certain degree of risk. 7Tt y,

absurd to suggest cancelling these altogether just " for
sake of safety".

; dwork planning would have to include the follow-up
iiE1 room. One or two lessons might be used for data
clBSSE resentation and analysis. The pupils yogld be |
g't;ai data gathering in the field has a definite

and the material gathered outside i§ relevant to

k. The teacher could assist the pupils to use their
réformulate their initial hypothessis and to draw up

i
m conclusions. |

3

r Form One to Three Syllabus }h
Management in Fieldwork

1l

[
The new Form One to Three Geograp@y Syllabus, adopted ;h
e Curriculum Development Committee %n 1983, clearly )
re attention to the importance of F;eldwurk. It s?g
ver twenty fieldwork possibilities for teacherson
ation, most of which are listed under the Form e
on the Geography of Hong Kong. chevgr, it deoes e
ply that fieldworks have to ?e 5quee§ed in the yeard
e. Many topics can be carried out in Fnrms.Twu1a:o
, with an intention of integrating }ocal studies in
udy of regional and international issues.

When an enthusiastic teacher has finally overcon
the difficulties and got to the business of conducting
work, it would be a pity for him failing to make full y
the occasion, and finding his students indifferent at t
A fieldwork will be more successful if the pupils are b
of its objective beforehand. They will find the wurkfl
rewarding if given an interesting local problem to exa:
given a worthwhile hypothesis to test. On the field, f
be better not to let forty or more Pupils standing all t
empty-handed listening to “field teaching™, while the te
has to compete with hundreds of distractions. Each pup
be provided with a base map or a recording sheet and gi
task to complete. Mapwork could be readily integrated .
fieldwork -- use of scales, grid references, conventiona
and simple map interpretation could all be included.
tion, students could acquire a wide variety of technique

ranging from finding one's location, field sketching to
interviewing.

irces Provided by the Education Department

The RAdvisory Inspectorate of the Eﬂucatio? Departﬁent
des guidance to school teachers ?y formulation of Eizn
phy Syllabus, by school inspection and bylprepar: 4
Standard Equipment List. The Field Studies Cen re s
g periocdically organizes field stgﬂy courses and ?;El |
udents of local Colleges of Education and Scho?ls o ;
ion. It has also gradually built up a collection of

8nce materials on field studies, particularly those E
ed to Sai Kung area. |

The teacher might regard himself as a "field supe
or manager”, and not just a lecturer, for too many fiel@
fail to reap their full fruits not because of academic £
but because of inadequate management. Several areas dest
prior preparations -- e.g. acquiring up-to-date base maps
aerial photographs, preliminary survey of the field site
planning alternative routes and points of stop, checkind
and bus time-tables, and getting hold of a light-weigh :
portable amplifier which is available locally at low pr:

The sixteen issues of the Geography Bullet%n, edltedf
the Geography Section in the past years, contain a lot o

al materials on field sites in different parts of Hong
- (Figure 2). .
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»rhe Why and HoW of Fieldwork" 1in Teaching

: .9-11,
Conclusion . July 1977, Veol.3, NWo.l, PP 9

"Fieldwork gives opportunities to acquire jn¢
at first hand and the relationship of geographical ¢
their real situation. It is an active means of l;d;
whereby pupils take part in gaining knowledge throuat
own effort, instead of the teachers always expoundine
pupils listening. It is stimulating and the concluysj
is an enlightening, effective means of learning".l g ~ David (1981} s
indeed certain difficulties in or§anizing fieldwork f % GEOGRAPHICAL WORK IN PRIMARY AND MIDDLE SCHOO
secondary forms in Hong Kong, but with some flexibi j The Geographiﬂﬂl Association, p.50
endeavour, we should be able to contribute to this va
part of secondary school education.

'- tment, Hong Kong. syllabus for Geography
- ' 3 ¥ . i &
111, 1983. (in print)

e.9.shopping ogenedl | togonai.
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