intnmindispmm.

growing trend, bringing ahnuh a
urists. This is the case in «
ocal tourism can be promoted at-
capital will be accumulated very soon
more ﬁuﬂities can be added. But since the
of furnign tourists are quite different from ﬂwﬂ

(1982). Enhancing Shenzhen
‘Occasional Paper No, 32, Dept
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co-opted Members .
. pr. Victor F.S. Sit (University of Hong Kong)
Mr. K.¥Y. To (Tung Wah Group of Hospitals Chang Ming

ASSOCIATION NWEWS

New Editorial Committee

the newsletter.

Thien College)

With this issue a new Editorial Committee takes over
responsibility for producing the Hong Kong Geographer. rgg
members are listed on the inside front cover.

stitutional Amendment

At the 15th Annual General Meeting held on March 2, 1985,
mendment to Regulation 9 of the HKGA Constitution was

gved by the members present and voting. Subject to the

al of the Societies Registration Office, Royal Hong Kong
e, Regulation % will now read as follows (the added

ding is underlined):

The Committee wishes to express its appreciation to
Dr. David K.Y. Chu, Mr. Ng Yen Tak, and Dr. Hsu Sheng i}
the previous editors of the Hong Kong Geographer, for thei;
work over the past three years in initiating and establishi

Executive Committee Membership for 19B5-B6 "Cne representative from each of the universities

and from Baptist College, and one representative from
one of the three Colleges of Education on rotation,
shall be inwvited annually to serve on the Executive
Committee, and shall be offered Honorary Membership.
By a two-thirds majority, the Executive Committee may
from time to time elect at a meeting duly called for
the purpose representative with Honorary Membership
from other relevant insitutions to serve on the
Executive Committee."

The Association is pleased to announce the membersh i
of its Executive Committee for 1%85-B6:

(a) office Holders 1
Chairman: Dr. K.¥Y. Wong (The Chinese Univ. of H.K.)
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Edward S.W. Woo (S5t. Paul's Co-

Educational College)
Hon. Secretary: Dr. Bruce Taylor (The Chinese Univ.

of H.K.)
Hon. Treasurer: Dr. Julian C.¥. Wong (The Chinese

Univ. of H.K.) Eocomputer Group

Dr. Anthony Yeh and Dr. K.C. Lam are organizing a micro-
Puter user's group within the Association. The purpose of
group is to promote the use of microcomputers in geo-

Dr. ‘Y. Leung (The Chinese Univ. of Hong Kong) Phical teaching and research in secondary schools and

Ms. Shirley K.F. Li (Clementi Middle School) secondary institutions, and to exchange experiences in
Dr. Anthony G.0. Yeh (University of Hong Kong) ‘4 microcomputers in teaching and research.

(b) Elected Members
pr. Larry C.H. Chow (Hong Kong Baptist College)
Mr. H.L. Law (Geography Section, Education Dept.)

' At its initial stage, HKGA members who have experience
Crocomputer programming are invited to join the organi-
Committee to discuss future directions and activities.
hoped that short introductory courses on the use of
*SComputers can be organised in the future for imterested
members,

{c) Members Mominated by Institutions
Dr. R.D. Hill (University of Hong Kong)
Dr. K.C. Lam (The Chinese Univ. of Hong Kong) |
Mr. W.P. Lam (Sir Robert Black College of Educatiof
Dr. S.M. Li (Hong Kong Baptist College) i
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rences with respect to several different classes of
Elle activities. The survey form is found on a separate
. inserted into the center of this issue.

. Members who are interested in joining the organigjp,,
committee or in participating in the future activitieg
the Microcomputer Group should fill in and return the
glip found on the inside back cover of this issue of
Hong Kong Geographer. Anyone with gquestions about the
activities and functions of the group should also feel B ... Post Office, P.O. Box 97553, Kowloon. The

to contact the convenors, Dr. Anthony Yeh (tel. 5-859273; S :
and Dr. K.C. Lam (tel. 0-6352475). Jts will be reported in the next issue of the Hong Kong

rapher.

a1l members are asked to fill put this survey andtreFurn
" the Hon. Secretary, Hong Kong Geographical Association,

L S e S S

Missing Members

amural Studies Course

Several members of the Association are having their
publications returned by the Post Office. If any HKGA
members can supply a correspondence address for any of th
fellowing people, please contact Dr. Julian C.Y¥. Wong
(tel. 0-6352469).

' The Association will offer its course entitled "The few
secondary Geography Curriculum for School Teach?rs

he second time this coming fall, in cooperation with the
ral Studies Department of the University ?f Hun? Kong.

p. Lam (Sir Robert Black College of Educat%on} will

as convenor for the course, which will begin at the

Mr. Cheung Kam Hon :
of September.

Mrs. Cheng Lau Hing ¥im, Lisa
Mr. Ip Shu Kuen

Mrs. Ma Lau Yuen Ki Both members and non-members of the Association are

come to take part in this course. For enrollment informa-
contact the HKU Extramural Studies Department Town

Article on "Status of Geography in Hong Kong” (tel. 5-450021).

An article on the status of geography in Hong Kong
will be published in a 1986 issue of the prestigious
American journal Professional Geographer as part of its
regular feature “Status of Geography in Foreign Countries
Dr. Bruce Taylor, Hon. Secretary of the HKGAR, will take .
charge of pompiling the article on behalf of the RESOGiyﬁ

Members who wish to contribute information or view—
points to this article are welcome to contact Dr. Taylor
{tel. 0-6352442).

Activities Surwvey

To aid the Executive Committee in developing a prods

of activities for the Association which best serwves the '
- L]

of its members, a survey is being conducted of members
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 go is it only due to historical accident that pl§nni2g5
.aqraphy have close ties in Hong Kong? I suggest 1in fl
that geographers here and elsewhere have a ?umber o

s which they bring to the practice of planning, but
ese are counter balanced by areas of weakness where
ars often have little knowledge, or where the
Phical point of view" or ideclogy (see Gould: 1285)
1f at odds with what most planners would believe.
—gections which follow discuss first the areas of
and then the weaknesses.

FEATURE ARTICLE

THOUGHTS ON THE EBELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GEOGRAPHY AND PLANN N

Bruce Taylor
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The

Introduction

In Hong Kong a close connection exists in a number g :

ways between the two fields of geography and planning.

Planning-related subjects appear on secondary school geograp & of Strength

syllabuses, sometimes under headings such as "urban problem =
(in fact, one local planner has commented that the rgvisaﬁ 1) Concern with space. L?nd—use pla?nerst{th?ngif
HKCEE syllabus touches on most of the topics covered in the ant group in Hong Kong) are 1nteres?ed in de ermlrtﬁgthe
professional examinations of the Royal Town Planning appropriate use of land resources WhTCh be%: suppie ion
Institute). At the two universities and at Baptist College ities carried out by people Liwing A c?tylor loEs o%
undergraduate courses in urban and regional planning are 1 gther resources, su?h as labhour and C;Pl ar; gf S
| taught by geographers. Professionally, a number of occupy unigue pcints1ln epace . UE::-aE ?:Eners seek to
gecgraphers work in the Town Planning Division of the Hong are arranged in spatial pat?erns,t ic ?t o Ha b d
Kong Government, or in other Government departments in some gence or control through thelx ?Ctlons' r local
planning capacity; others play an active role in the local fthat the subject of greatest e onga R O:he analysis
professional planning institute. It is easy in these ' rs is basically a geu9¥aphlcal e ssncg-stributignq
circumstances to take for granted that this relationship atial distributions {wh1§h would 1ncluti ;ield o =
exists as part of the "natural order of things", owing to an/regional land uses) is central 50{19$51 ks S
some unigque sense of shared interest existing between phy. Geographer/planner Pete¥ Hal >  Siteang
geographers and planners. 8 to assert that urban and regional plasnong lem-
N geography under another name, spgiles Lo ?;cgizmute
Yet a close relationship between geography and fhg EHLDOSEE :al?iew A sh s R anueamaeR g '
planning does not exist everywhere in the world. Indeed, 8 8Ll himself realizes).
lock at the historical development of the planning profess ' Besides noting ﬁ

2) Concern with interrelationships.
atial patterns of individual land uses,
ize that interrelationships exist among the elements
make up the total urban or regional system. lanong

the need for people to interact results in physical .
nt of travelers from place to place and in less tangible

of communication, while the need to move products :iiates |

traffic along the roadways and thrﬂughttﬁe‘pcrt. N
ns reguire the proper facilities to supp?rl
d with providing

in Western ‘societies suggests that geographers are relati
newcomers to planning: the field has its roots in architec”
ture, landscape design, engineering, and social work. Where
gecgraphers have moved successfully into planning, many of
them do not attempt to forge strong linkages between the
two disciplines; instead, they tend to neglect their asso-
ciation with geography (Harrison and Larsen, 1977). The
field of planning is itself diverse, attracting people fro®
a wide range of backgrounds, and its extensive professionat
literature covers many topics which are far removed from
the usual subjects of geographical study.

geographers

——a

Ehege interactio
M, and it is no accident that planners charge

—

e




.these facilities place great importance on mderatanding 1 5 -

The Hong Kong Government's programme of long-term
apment planning (Pryor, 1985) used a computerized |
model in carrying out such work.

Ly
nature of interrelationships among compeonents of the uIbanﬁ
system (see McLaughlin, 1969) -- a task to which geographe
are guite well suited.

2as of Weakness

3) Concept of "region" in geography. There are map, =

ways in which the long geographical tradition of regional
analysis can be useful in planning. For instance, it ig
often difficult to define suitable regions for planning
purposes (where are the "proper" boundaries of the Pearl
River Delta region?), and geographical studies which iden
the distinguishing traits of a region can be most helpful
the task of drawing regional boundaries. Likewise, planne
concerned with promoting growth in a backward area could
the methods of economic gecgraphers and regional scientists
to assure themselves that a new town ("growth centre") or a
new industry introduced intc the area would indeed have a
stimulating effect on the local economy. To solve such
problems as these geographers can call upon their under- sgraphy, have a strong influence on the form of cities
standing of linkages between cities or regions and their Z-, for instance, the narrow band of urbanization along
hinterlands. & north shore of Hong Kong Island). But the presence of
towns in Hong Kong, for instance, or suburbs clustered
und the central cities of the United States, is best
ned in terms of economic or political considerations --
ct that is not always recognized or appreclated by

graphers.

1) Spatial determinism. A concern with space was

d above as a strength which geographers bring to the

of planning. However, it is easy to take this concern
extreme and argue that so-called "spatial processes" in
elves are the most significant determinants of the form
ties and regions. (An elementary example might be the
cess of "invasion and succession" suggested long ago by \
s). This spatially deterministic view ignores the fact
t spatial structure becomes established as a result of
J-HlC and political activities which ultimately create

i patterns of land use which we can cbserve in space. There
:- guestion that some physical attributes of space, such as

Le

4) Physical knowledge of the earth. Many development
proposals have potential adverse impacts on the natural
envirocnment, while others may prove infeasible owing to the
topography, geologic conditions, soil characteristics, or
drainage conditions occurring at the sites planned for them-
Flanners often do not hawve the background needed to make
judgments on these factors, and knowledge of the "carrying
capacity" of the land and the relative fragility of the
ecosystem represents an important contributicn to the
practice of planning from physical and environmental
geographers.

2) The planning process. Geographers base their claim
relevance to the - planning field on their knowledge of
tantlve topics, like those listed above. But besides this
bstantive theory", as it is termed by Faludi (1973}, there
‘also a body of "procedural theory" concerning the way in
ich planners operate and the process by which they influence
lopment decisions, and this information is much less

known amnng geographers. Figure 1 illustrates the

dges of the "rational planning model", one conception of

: & planning process which many planners hold as an ideal.

' rational model reflects a belief that planning decisions
,1d be taken as a consequence of a careful process of
:.bEration in which many alternative plans are developed

l evaluated before a choice is made. Other planners,
filnced that the model is unachievable in practice or that

R TP S

5) Technical skills. Planners are making increasing
use of tools and methods derived from geography. For
instance, aerial photography and remote sensing can be
important tools for planning purposes -- surveying traffic
in cities and determining crop patterns in agricultural
regions, to name but two examples. Other planners emplo¥
guantitative modeling technigues used in urban geography tq_
help make a systematic evaluation of suggested alternativé

_B.—
e ——TT
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Fig.1
IDEALIZED FLOW OF STEPS IN
THE RATIONAL PLANNING MODEL

1. Determination of goals
{i

| I

1 |

1 1

1 1

2a. MNeeds ap | Specification k—-—
assessment of objectives o
!
I
|
|
4 | Design of alternative - —-———--- 4
| courses of action j-——-- 7

Estimation of consequences |—--—
of alternative actions p—-—-——=-=—

L el e

Selaction of course (s)
of action

¥

6. Implementation

k4

7 | Evaluation

Source . Robert R. Mayer. The Design of Policy Oriented Research .

—_ —

ts to reinforce the status gquo favored by powerful
-ests, have developed other conceptions of the planning

3) Decision-making environment. Planning, like any
or function of government, does not take place in a

um. Planners work within complex governmental systems

e the lines of authority are often confused (according
ristow (1984), this is especially true of Hong Kong),

to be effective, planners must understand the workings
ir governmental setting. Moreover, government organi-
s themselves are influenced by outside decision-makers,
;,5 the business community, pressure groups and the

ic at large. Many geographers have little understanding
hese political and administrative arrangements, which
dly influence the conduct of urban and regional

ining.

- 4) Distributional effects. Carrying out a plan
lyes to some extent the redistribution of some of

ety's limited resources (land, capital, human efforts),
this may act to either reinforce or contradict the

ting distribution of these resources among people and
groups. Geographers have never made the study of
jirce distribution in society a focal point of the
pline, although recent movements twoards "welfare
graphy" (e.g., Smith, 1977) represent welcome advances.

. 5) Practical problem-solving ability. Despite the
'of geographers to become more "policy relevant", much
Jraphy is still taught in theoretical terms, and little
%tiﬂn is paid to the "nuts and bolts" stages of getting
retical concepts implemented (Berry, 1972). Some of
skills required to solve the problems which crop up

g the implementation of plans are human-centered,

dving techniques of bargaining, negotiation, and reaching
table compromises. Others are financial, dealing with
dssessment of the economic feasibility of proposed
lopments, while still others may be legal‘or political
dfture. Geographers have yet to make a significant mark
lany of these fields, although they are certainly not

8 in this -- most other specialists are equally untrained
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~ peter (1975). Urban and Regional Flanning.

in the tools of problem-solving, and perhaps many such ,
garmondsworth: Penguin.

can only be learned on the job.

=on, J., and R. Larsen (1977} . "Geagraphy and Planning:
5 ] - r :
The Need for an Applied Interface™ Professicnal

Geographer, vol. 27, pp. 139-147. |

ehlin, J. Brian (1969). Urban and Regional Planning:
I A Systems Approach. London: Faber.

Conclusion

The strengths listed above are considerable, ang
indicate that especially in a technical sense geographerg
a good deal to contribute to planning. The weaknesseg ap
significant, but they tend to center‘around planning'g
and policy-analytic components rather than its technica
This suggests that geographers in Hong Kohg may have eg
close connections with planning because locally plannin
viewed largely as a technical field rather than a politic
one. Important policy decisions concerning Hong Kong's ¢
lopment are made by senior civil servants, not by planne
and the Western concept of involving the public and org
interest groups in the planning process has not (yet)
on in Hong Kong.

E.G. (1985). "An Overview of Territorial Development
strategy Studies in Hong Kong". Planning and

peve lopment, vol. 1, pp. 8-20.

David (1977). Human Geography: B Welfare Bpproach.
London: Edward Arnold.

=1

In view of the changes expected in the decision-
process in Hong Kong before 1997, geographers who teach
planning-related subjects may wish to instill in their
the recognition that planning is more than a technical L
pline, but a field that includes politics, economics, an
perhaps even a strong dose of philosophy in its makeup.
we cannot devote our full energy to training planners und
another name, we can make sure that geography students wi
interest in the subject are fully aware of the diversity af
the complexity evident in the planning field.
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