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Words from the Editor

This year the Association celebrates s twe
anniversary. Five prominent geographers, namely, Professor
Grant, Professor Leung Chi Keung, Professor Yeung Yue Man,
Fung Yee-wang and Mr. Law Hing Lun, were invited to speak at th
year's Hong Kong Geography Day. Professors Grant and Yep
talked about the development of the geography departments (in ?a,
case of Hong Kong University, the Department of Geography g
Geology) ~including the size and research and teaching orientatiq
- in the two universities, respectively, in the past twenty yea
Professor Leung presented a thought-provoking essay on
geography of Hong Kong. Mr. Fung commented on the develop
of the secondary school geography curriculum. Finally, Mr.
spoke on the events leading to the founding of the Assoe
twenty years ago and the Association's subsequent developme
Together these talks give a highly valuable account of the cUr
state of geographical education and research in Hong Kong bofh
the secondary and tertiary level and thus form an impg
milestone in the development of geography as a discipline in
Territory. Contained in this issue of the Hong Kong Geographer a
four of the above speeches. Hopefully, we will be able to publ
Professor Grant's speech in the next issue.

Largely because of historical reasons - the chairs
geography at the two universities are, by constitution, also_the
honorary presidents of the Association, Baptist College was
somehow left out on the scene. But in recent years the department of
geography at Baptist has been experiencing rapid development.
There are currently eight teaching staff, with an additional nineth to’
join in the next semester, whose specialities range from physical /3
environmental to human / economic. Many of them are at:%;__1
members of the Association. The department is currently offering '.. :
degree courses, the first being the BA(hons) course organized on a3
traditional way and the second is the BSSc(hons) in China Stud
the focus of which is on the geography of China. The current in- :
for geography majors is about 60. The department, which is currently
housed in a temporary structure, will move back to the main camp
early next year and will then be equipped with proper cartograph;r
and enviornmental laboratories. Centainly the department is '::'

i

v, f the ma
aming gne o
‘;Tch and will be well

- jversary-

jor centres of gemgraphiml-equcfaﬁ?n?eﬁ
represented in the Association’s thi




- The Founding of Hong Kong Geographical Association
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by

L, ; 7 . Law Hing Lun

om the Editor Founding Member of Hong Kong Geographical Association
989 marks the 20th anniversary of the Hong Kong Geographical
sociation. As one of its founding members, | am most happy to
re with fellow geographers my reflections of what had happened
he Association in these last 20 years.

Content
i

Articles

rwenty years is not a short time, and to see that the HKGA has
ne through its various stages of growth and has prospered as a
ighty organized body is definitely something we should all be proud
£ | am going to share with you what |, as a veteran member of the
sociation, would like to see how the Association could further

mote geographical learning in Hong Kong.

The founding of Hon
K : oy
oy Law Hing Lun g Kong Geographical Association 1

Geography of Hon
g Kong a :
by Leung Chi Keung g and Hong Kong's Future 5

et me trace the events leading to the formation of the HKGA. More
n 20 years ago, there was only a handful of geography teachers.
re were even less chances of formal gatherings among these
chers. But there was a common feeling that there should be some
eans by which fellow geography teachers could gather together to
: re each other's experience of geography teaching. Following on
this idea, a small group of energetic geography teachers held
rregular evening meetings to discuss the common problems they
faced and how they resolved their problems. During these evening
meetings, staff from the Geography Departments of the Two
universities would be invited to give talks on the recent developments
of geographical research. From this nucleus group of dedicated
teachers, an idea sprang up that there should be a formal body to
promote the learning and teaching of geography in Hong Kong. This
body should also function 10 disseminate new geographical ideas to
* those who are interested in this subject. This idea immediately
gained widespread support. Thus a Steering Committee was formed,
and was charged with a special duty to establish a formal
geographical association for Hong Kong. | had the fortunate
‘opportunity of being one of the Steering Committee members.

Geographical Rese
. arch an :
University of Hong Kong d Study at The Chinese

by Yeung Yue Man 16

Development of Geo
graphy Curriculum in Ha
Kong Secondary Education since 1949 i
by Fung Yee Wang s

Mews

x:::rs c:: Sni!eges and Universities
s of Hong Kong Geographical Association g;

mmittee were by no means

The duties given to this Steering Co
draw up a draft constitution

‘easy tasks. The immediate task was 1o




S for those with
and by-laws for the proposed Association. This was tg be al - wish to seek academic enrichment, but also
document, as it would embody the proceedings of the Assopiape it 4

i esting to
£ reral Interest in geography. As a matter ﬁiﬁiiiﬁmberghip
as well as streamlining the proper organization of the Associat gene that in its first year of inception, the i
We had to prepare a blueprint for the futyre activities and funct - niwmade up of a large proportion of non-geog
for the Association so that they could be attractive enough for pa i
to join. Here we had to strike a balance. On the one ha

' i : :
.us activities were organized for its members, not only for those
o

: e its members, and the
nd, we had ‘pecause of the enthusiatic SuPpmmﬂ;enahy the end of the first

promote and disseminate formal ideas about geographja icated efforts of the Executive Committee,

education, as well as to cater to the general interest of the memba :

"
o r1

We had also to solicite support from academic inst seting it had an enrollment of 120 members.

figures in geographical education. Finally, three
Steering Committee were charged with the speci
with the Registrar of Societies and the
formal registration and the setting up of t
three persons were later elected as

Secretary and Hon. Treasurer of the first
Association in 1969

itutions and

members of
al duties to |jaj
Police Department for tha
he Association. These s

the first Chairman, R,
Executive Committee of the

o

i ed and

: HKGA has stood up to the test of t_nme. It hr?s p:l:;i;;?; s
gl widely recognized standing. It has e

X galped athe needs of its members. Let me take anh otk
o Dqswe t?! that in the 1960s, Geography received ml'muant'rtatw{a
! st nd its related science, henc_e thl_a ? i
o S'tatfs‘hcé‘- 2 raphy. To help disseminate th_ns: major r:np;or;g s
P fieguse of Prof. Peter Haggett's visit to Ho e{:? e

o m?}ers on quantitative geu-gra;:b_hy arm:lh e?d gm prece
e ial conferences were also jointly Sl
915: o nt for secondary school teachers to di ey
B o DEF art;? Eraph'lcal approach. Today thmygh'::e t:e Sty

Dot N gex g&ut'we gommittees, the Asaodatlonl 5 el s
e %UCEESSNE ; : welcome service to its members. Its n?:il 2t
st mr:-r}:rers' has gained international suppuﬁ a“Hung e
s?nbiﬁggr;aapny overseas university libraries, :yhi'l:;c hee ek i)
o = local geograp _
;eugraghsar;; r:f;l:rr‘e:hb:i&li;& for te:?chers on various topics.
eeken

the painstaking efforts and made all the necessary a
Steering  Committee finally

Governemtn and the Associat
1969. Thus the HKGA was for

rrangements, tha t =
obtained formal approval from the it
ion was officially registered on 2g April
mally inaugurated in the same year,

particular played a key role and gave all the sU,
up of the association. Since 20 years ago,
Hong Kong at Sha Tin was still
the city centre, so we had to us
Hong Kong to carry out

Pport for the seft
the Chinese University
regarded as somewhat remote fr
e of the facilities in the University g
our activities, including our regular meetings

experienced years of hardship, yet w;h::::
? | sugge
rcome many difficulties. What about the future? | sugg
Covel

iation aims at
s ivities. As the Association
"should look for diversification of activities y, activities should

R 4 wider interest in geg.graph_ iation
- the promotnor;sogfzwié’er category of mvarl‘l'::nen-*.hl;:.n':gzr.ﬂxg;*ﬂflg':';‘a S
;22: igehr;?g functions which attracte;i ;ﬁ:}%’; rl?é:ng Likewise the
 used : now more abo - more
o mﬂ';kis!‘;zec::;:nized highly successful S-er:miasrs gn most
Association ha ects. Undoubtedly the Associatio e
£ academic a;{{l)d L'for the dissemination of nﬁw and quantitative
apprﬁ- p:s;:leabc:-ut?the seminars on new geograpny

mentio

ooking back, we have

The first Executive Committee of
the primary objective of the Asso
interest in the study of Geography. The constitution made it explicitly
Clear that "the Association exists to promote interest in, stimulate
teaching of, and research in, Geography. Membership is open to all
who are interested in the aims of the Association™ Towards this end,
special sub-committees were formed to meet the wide ranging needs
of its members. There were sub-committees on field studies, talks
and seminars, and also Publications of ‘gecgraphical interests

the Association fully realized tha
ciation was to promote a wid



revol i .
i :st?f?ﬂ ::Em Association had also organized othgr
s i:.rsmon new geography curriculum in 5"'Eq
Sl any uthn_;r places, such as the United Kin
2 behfnd'cu ; geographical associations have been th o
i rriculum innovations. It js gratifying to .
—— SEhwir! have a talk on the Geography ¢ odun
ools in Hong Kong. It is hoped IhaIﬂmlmmﬁ'I n
this kind could be held in future e

by
Frof. CK. Leung

discussions of

t is my pleasure to speak to you here this morning, on the
asion of the 20th Anniversary of the Hong Kong Geographical
ation. the Annual events of the Association have always been
eajourful and glamorous, and this year being its 20th is expectedly
more so. May | on this memorable day offer the Association, Mr
airman, and your Committee my hearty congratulations.
15
have been asked to say something about the geography of Hong
g and Hong Kong's future. | must confess that | find this topic not
#2n easy one: for the geography of Hong Kong as a subject to a
‘professional and distinguished audience such as this is too familiar
r even too static in some sense, while the future of Hong Kong Is
i _eed everybody's guess. However, | will try.

1897 and beyond. Simi i inue to change In the runs
nucleus in the beni KGA has evolved frg .
professional g
now high-time

nnttonly locally, but also
radical changes in
also consider how
With this concludin
careful thoughts to

abroad. As Hg ng

::e coming eight years, should oyr Associati
e ara‘ going to match up with these ok "'fE- ¥

d question may | invite gl fellow membe ang_gs

these imminent challenges rs to giva

CHANGING GEOGRAPHY OF HONG KONG

 do not propose to begin, as one normally should dealing primarily
regional geography, with a consideration of Hong Kong's
tion, territory, and site per se, which as | have said may be too
¢, although | will probably return to these from time to time. | do
& however propose to take a couple of special routes to caricature
fsome of the features of the changing geography of Hong Kong.

" Let me begin by quoting S.G. Davis, the first Chair of Geography in
‘this University, from his classic on local geography, Hong Kong in lts
\Geographical Setting, where he provided the most vivid description
of the geography and the raison d’etre of Hong Kong as a colony:

The selection of the Island of Hong Kong as the
base was the obvious one which would be expected
of a maritime nation. It had the advantage of being
sited at the entrance of the Chu Kiang or Pearl River,




- it was sufficiently r
: emate from th ich
hostility ... there was % vt

Sparsely populated
adequately protected
interest of the Colo

development of trade
1949, 11)

Almost ever since its establishment, Hong Kong, more than any
her treaty ports, afforded a refuge for runaway persons and capital
om China as well as an interim abode for rural emigrants destined
- Southeast Asia and beyond. Such movements of Chinese people
rween China and Hong Kong were free and were highly sensitive
o the political and economic conditions prevailing. When the Sino-
nese War broke out in 1937, Hong Kong was once more a
" [efuge, with thousands of Chinese fleeing there before the advancing

m Chinesg
a magnificent harbourage

and as an island could h
by naval armament. The basic
ny was, as it |s today, the
with South China. (5.G. Davis

Historically, hum

i an settle i :
Neolithic times as has been Evri!::!il::t :rp Hong Kong dates " Japanese. With the outbreak of War in Europe in 1939, the position of
Pottery, stone implements, rin g5 and {:}Tﬂamhﬂe‘ﬂﬂglw ‘the colony became even more precarious, and the Japanese quickly

acked and occupied Hong Kong In December 1941. Trade
come from North China in 2nd milleni g Kong are thoy mpletely disappeared, local currency lost its value, the supply of

enium B.C. The Cantonese heq & (ood was seriously disrupted, and many residents fled to inland
F ina. The 1941 population of 1,639,337 was drastically reduced to
»ut 650,000 in 1945 on the Japanese surrender.

' British troops returned to the city on August 30, 1945, and civil
government was reestablished in May 1946. Meanwhile, hundreds of
usands of Chinese and foreigners returned, who were soon joined
economic and political refugees from China, who were fieeing the
jvil war between the Nationalist and Communist armies.

Before the British arrj .
| ed in th - .
S _ fu e mid-15th cent
= recovrfni ézf;ajlt}rfrce)d by ’a small fishing population :?P"a :;znfgéa:{q
_ r selllement. It lacked fertile i
Was mountainoys and was reputed to be g s:;rg;:gufsreshl;w
Lint

irat, i '
Pirates. But it was g relatively save and undisturbed base
who in 1821 began to use the o

British merchants :

anchor opium-carryin fine harboy
S g vessels, ; o
significance of this St ES” The great commercial and Strate

Published in 1949, Davis's book as its title suggests exhibits a
rong consciousness of the geographical setting of Hong Kong,
ticularly the centrality of its location in relation to other major
es in the region, and of the importance of its entrepot trade.
‘Indeed, post-war Hong Kong was booming with entrepot trade,
ecially with China and countries in Southeast Asia, until the
position of a trade embargo by the United States in December
50, followed by the United Nations in May 1951, as a result of
hina's participation in the Korean War.

After the first Op;
plum War
GEi:_i’er:J' to Britain by
satisfied with an in
Years later, after

forced tg
Street =t Koudoon peninsula

By the time Denis Dwyer assumed the Chair of Geography in the
liversity in 1967, Hong Kong was a very different place. As an
| ' urban geographer interested in cities in Southeast Asfa, of which
from 1 July, 1898, With this expar., > Britai ars ik Hong Kong is one, Dwyer was preoccupied, as was evident in his
Population jumped to 120,000 in Ta : rst major work, Asian Urbanization: A Hong Kong Casebook, with
the end of the Century. ' roblems such as,

... the evolution and socio-economic characteristics
of squatter settlements, locational preferences of




T

—

s:reet hawkers and their economic role in the citl :
:n':;ltibdewetopmg world, environmental cnnditiunE:
s an renewal problems in tenement housin

e role of small-scale industrial units in urba e
ecnmrr_nc characteristics of the Hong Kon e 5
population. (D.J. Dwyer, 1971,8) g trban S

us 0

This Is not surprising since by that tim i
_ e the so-

;r:;igal:ggatac;n of the economy as a result ofﬁct'h?”r::!t mmﬁ 3
machineryET Efrf}renet{rs to Hong Kong after 1949 with thegirraﬂm
el .Fm nfloglcal know-how and international cuntacta"'
fieoucl Ject, p.20) had successfully offset problems e
pressed entrepot trade, and provided the needed empio::rr.z‘rs ':
en

1946 a illi |
19 f:::jt ; 35;5 ::1} ;ﬂ.rer 3.7 million, while poor working conditions.
B8 latides omestic premises as well as large ones in ney.
s selallil 5[21 ouercrmwdlnq in old urban areas, squattirr: :
Moreaver, the 122? ;::",?u?g::ggg i':rl'ut hi in Wfdﬁﬁp?
M. ich started as a
pcrﬁic :r i;:; :1 Sa!’n Po Kong plastic factory but ended in higl?l inﬁg
moil helped focus attention on problems of thei;Er

urban geography accompanyi
an - :
transformation in Hong K{Jﬁg_ ying the industrial and dempg

Yet th i .
e re;;:n:;as nl;;o doubt in Dwyer's mind that cities were p".;
o o ?nd national developments were intitiated and th;
bl l;lstnal Revolution was essentially urb.anvba'-;s
o U e pointed out that cities were design
s yﬂmunconsc:ousfy, not only to provide better phys
g ?mu s and Iserv[cesl but also as communication cent
ol dezgs of information. Cities too had repeatedly b
il i :gged to establish new forms of order as natio
S .Th sc ort, he conceptualized, as the title of his 1
ok 5o 5 s ety ooty e
o : ially, a itically.

a?j fr:;?c;e to the fact that Chinese t:itishsmI weg E-?; mﬂ?
strative centres, he obviously hinted that Hong Kongse: :

ro complete the surv
1 specialist taking
n the problems of reclamation a

. (C.
cultural land use, and develo

¢ foreseen the rapid
pvertheless, it is quite clear t

Lyrbanized an
rly, he was the

the above h
ke another route by referring you 1o a
i ihe late-1970s of the situation of Hong Kong. Hong Kong:
: (C.K. Leung, et al, 1980) was the result of a
tile held in Canberra, December 1979,
in history, geography, economics,
tc., analyzed and evaluted the
ation, and the possible
Looking beyond, most of the specialists in
eir own reasons saw the continued growth
and felt that status quo or some form of
uld survive beyond 1997. For example,
Chinese leaders had gone as far as
renew the lease, in
frarmework might not be

jlemmas of Growth
ference of the same
ere Hong Kong specialists
itical science, sociology, planning, &
ity's post-war development and transform
Lture path it might take.
their own field and with th
I properity of Hong Kong,
he Hong Kong system wo
ane economist, pointing out that

nting that Hong Kong's institutional

short of an explicit undertaking to

This willingness to leave Hong Kong alone has often
been explained in terms of economic advantage
which China derives from the city. In 1978 China's
net visible trade surplus against Hong Kong alone
amounted to some US$2.18 billion. There is no
reliable estimate of invisible garnings such as
remittances, tourism, banking services, and
investment profits, but an educated guess is that
China probably obtained foreign exchange worth

US$3.7 billion from Hong Kong in 1978. Apart from

this, Hong Kong also serves as a trans-shipment
centre, .. a laboratory for testing consumer

9

ey, it is interesting to note that Charles Grant,
the Chair of Geography in 1974, chose to
nd land use in the Pearl River
Grant, 1976) He pointed to the land use, especially
pment potential of the Delta, though
could not by the greatest stretch of imagination in the mid-1970s
industrialization of the area today.
hat as the New territories were being
d the problems of land shortage driven home more
first to turn to the Pearl River Delta for a possible

ution to the restricting geography of Hong Kong.

ave been individual geographers’ views, let me now
multi-disciplinary assessment



C.K. Leung et al, 1980, 187)

and he concluded that,

In the end, therefore, what determines Hong Kong's
future is not a piece of paper on which China signed
under duress In the 18th century, but China's
evolving Realpolitic in which many wider and more

urgent Issues are involved. (Y.C. Jao in C.K. Leung
et al, 1980,188)

This view had the concurrence of the political scientist, who :

confidently stated,

-. Hong Kong's propects as a separate political
entity seem assured and better than they have been
for more than half a century. Moreover there are
good reasons, primarily economic, why this should
remain true for the next ten or even twenty years.
Whether the colony can survive beyond 1997 will
depend on the size of its continued contribution to
China’s economic progress ... and the willingness of
the Chinese leadership to take decision on a
hardheaded assessment of the costs and benefits of
reincorporation, and to be prepared to allow their
nationalism to be called into question in order to
accommodate the legal difficulties which arise
primarily on the British side. (N.J. Miness In C.K.
Leung et al, 1980, 27)

Just when everyone seemed to feel so sure that the 1997 Issua
might be evaded and that Hong Kong could survive intact, the Sino- =
British negotiations commenced in 1982 and the Joint Declaration

was signed, as we all know, on December 19. 1984,

I hope that | have been able to show that the crucial elements of
the geography of Hong kong are not simply its location, territories, or -
site, but the dynamic and ever changing functions of the city and its i’

external relationships, on which the city's future depends.
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products, and an outpost for acquiring market
information and foreign technology.... (Y.C. Jao in

ONG KONG'S FUTURE

. ; o
Hong Kong has been extremely lucky. In spite 9:1 ;rheignsﬂ;&
L n, depressed entrepot trade since the e
e II and political unrest, and a shortage s
o srJ'Elﬂluu:iing space and time, Hong Kong ram:jrge L
B ok stronger and more properous place, e
e asaan entrepot, a manufacturing centre, a“n il
ngil-lg' o itEals a regional financial centre, and & wta]"lsagzlr; s
ginalasedmgefﬁizaﬁnn of China. Today, Hm_lg Kong a:rs e
per mth rapid growth of its economy, its trade i
unl‘,rlfﬂr_ : ial capability, but also as a mD-EiE_| of ur Sesind
i t al 1980, 1) Hong Kong in 1989 s
E LEUISE QESQE; Hong Kong is world number cner ek
ita GN.P of lfjmgr:.ac,ﬁwnership of Mercedes Benzﬂ r?ebm =
SUm_F'II'Dn ?densily per mile of road space, and sum inelr e
pliﬂ?xtﬁ::;asc;ve and important is bn;ing :;hi.r :lr;: iioﬂ:-lgaa Rk
5 f container boxes,
T?;nuét? ?Qgtaf;:;ﬂgr.:ﬂnns. (HK Economic Journal, 11.2.1889)
fli

Tonkid r‘]'mh of
gainst the changing geography and alr'rmggggrl;ic?n have in
Hi ';ﬁg Ell:;r‘lg what does the signing of tiﬁzfﬂmd of transformation,
Hon - it signify anot -

: ! 7 Does it signify of an era
o E;Tkltst'rzztzgznge in 1841, promises to be the opening
shich, like

unknown potentials?

al i is CO !dudiﬁg
.’III' . m TE!‘I"I[JT.E!d Ega‘“‘l 1o CJ,UDT.E S.G. Da"ﬂs, WO ]:H hIS
A

ter stated, H
i i i on
If in the future there are dlSEUiSI.Dnﬁ {;os;!:rgciﬁat mg
¢ is-a-vis China it wou
Kong's status vis-a-V _ =
main propositions must be considered

land belongs to the main

forms a part
ple the

1. That & pin_ace of g
territory with  whic £
(physiographically) and to whose pe
bulk of the inhabitants belong.

nati
o That a state, whose ty piece of

occupied and developed an emp

11



land and have since been responsible for its
Prosperity, has a good claim to continye tq
rule it. (S.G Davis, 1949,193-4)

I do not wish 1o debate the validity or otherwige Of these
Propositions, especially the second one, but it seems striking thay'
writing almost half g Century before the problem was dua
already provided a gecgraphical analysis and Precipitatag the
grounds of the British claim. This of course is history now ang Hgﬁg
Kong's future in this Ccontext is already decided, in the Sense that g¢
result of the Joint-Declaration, Hong Kong will return to China andg
will be established as a Special Administrative Region.
In early 1970's | ran an extra-mural course, Hong Kong's Paes
Present, and Future and considered along with academics in gthar:
disciplines Hong Kong's possible Options for the futyre. As
geographer, | altempted to measure the options with the th
principles in political geography for the survival of political areae
namely, lebensraum or living space, which must be adequate 5
sufficiently endowed: lconography, or common values among th,
people, whether historical, cultural, social, religious, or political: g
circulation or communication ang interaction, especially an
common language or via an Integrated system, Seen in this lig
there was very little chance that Hong Kong could survive once |
lease of the New Territories expired, and the only feasible interim
then was the development of local government. Cne can argue tha
the HKSAR, with its Promised autonomy, is likely to be the highest
form of local government and will therefore be best suited 1o Hong

However, let me come back to the geography proper. Consequent to
the open policy of China, the relative location of Hong Kong seems -
changing, with far better dccess even to the most remate parts of
China, and its centrality as has been pointed out by Davis more
Pronounced. The establishment of the Shenzhen Special Economig
Zone, approximately one-third the size of Hong Kong, not only
effectively shifts the boundary of Hong Kong northwards but directly
organizes the vast hinterland in Guangdong and other provinces in
the service of Hong Kong. (Guangzhou Institute of Geography, 1945,
170-1). Today, Hong Kong plus Macau provides over three quarters
(76%) of the foreign direct investments in China, (KY. Wong et al,
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988, 195) and directly and indirectly chngf thnhgd zm;:lhfg; ;rr:illm

1 he Pear River Delta area. Effe i ; :

i e ::lar; I-ttc?lg Kong has been extended in more than usam:rr:&
; m]r:’lrtl-ua extent that industrial Iocaticn_ will be und[r?tr st’tm

A ”’d‘-t?and terrain constraints, even the srta_andl th:hmmnaleu Knmng

these : ﬁ::i city are under going suilftleln cha:gz 951 physk':al it

ﬂeeni]:dt:s’:?r?egmtgnge the most dominating city in South China.

' OME CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

sked

| tried to confine myself strictly to geograpﬂl}y astt: caalmd?mate

|.hwla m acutely aware of the vital importance p%t ey

B e of Hong Kong. Judging from progress on 2 o

- l‘Limrl.an.-.r and from recent events in China, there rsaso“h St

s Easlch t instead of being the target of Jealousy ; e

e tri:mg Kong sets the standards in many sp;?‘rwaum’ e
a:;g:;sé centre of change; It is a city of catalyst, of

wdeed of revolution.

naging the

lusion, therefore, | see a future of Hong :(ur\:gﬂr]r!aa pgtlﬁrnarily

L mr;; the f’ead River Delta, pml:fablg.r ag?j nl:hinese il

al’fairis t population including non-Chinese anl s

e en; rfal managers, technocrats, merchants._ sty

ntemaléu being the Chinese city of mnmm?ﬁdustrialists. =

* lfngrleﬂdents particularly the intellectuals, Megibnii il

whgfa‘t : ill ha\.relan immense role to play. In this st
pﬂhhmngr:;';ﬁanmher quote, this time from Dr Sun Yat

ee

to students of the University of Hong Kong:

and
Where and how did | get my ﬁ;dvl:::r?gm;
mordern idea? | got my ideas in it L
Hong Kong impressed me a go " t.here i
there was ordery calm andt I:recai e
istic work being done without In il
i;:nuards | saw the outside world and . 1mg .
wonder how it was that foreigners, ... GC:l: edor
things as they had done, fo_r ﬁ?pﬁr'm hol
barren rock of Hong Kong within o e
while China, in four thousand years, o e
like Hong Kong... My fellow students, y

13




studied in this ... English University and we muyst
learn .. (and) {:arr}.r the .. example of good
government to every part of China. (Sun Yat-sen,

1923) j
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Geogra

at the Chi palizing tendency was taken one step further in 1976, when with

enactment of the new Chinese University of Hong Kong
nance, further rationalization and centralization of facilities and
urces were effected to avoid needless duplication and wasteful
petition. Consequently, the geography department was further
olidated academically and administratively as a functional unit.
pid development in curriculum development and research
cllowed this administrative centralization and manpower pooling.
ire faculty and facilities have since been accommodated at Chung
ichi College, hence providing the ambience for easy interaction
among staff and students and departmental collaborative research

phical Research ang Study
Nese Unfversﬂy of Hong Kong

by

o0

Prof. Yue-man Yeung

Depﬂ“il’l&ﬂ[ of GE{}Q aph hi
fi y, C inES'EI‘ Uni i H
- I'M’EI'SJTY of Hon K
g ong.

\ staff and students have been assigned until 1988 to either Chung
‘chi College or United College, which are nuclei of unstructured
Jcation and extra-curricular activities. Beginning in 1988, however,
and students also have been assigned to the new Shaw College.
e to come, the number of staff members and students affiliated
each college will be approximately the same. Thus three of the
four colleges at the University include geography as their functional
lunits but this dimension of university life bears relatively little direct
elationship to the academic program in geography.

Adminfs:rative Evolution Cur
rriculum Highlights

e asr?m after the founding of
ik mer]ts of geography wera
ng Chi College, whose large

Pooled arran i

em | h
In the R Iggﬂs ?Rt or the effective use of man T Prevented any &
i » LNET Power e S
N order to maxim; € Was a trend towards ntercr::rregfaTs Ifﬂtlf:rt?s._-'
| : eaching %

the University : %

_ Y In 18963, se '
Estal:_blrshed at United Colle l;arate ]
physical Separatj e

" The geography curriculum at the Chinese University is constructed
fon a philosophy of a specialist and yet broad-based bilingual
leducation. It is a four-year program leading to the honours degree of
'B.Soc.Sci. The curriculum is organized in such a way that, for
ucation in geography, students are required to take a number of
e courses aimed at exposing themselves to a range of subﬁeldsﬁin
Sthe discipline, such as cartography, physical, human, economic,
"I':ran, statistical, environmental, regional, and climatic geography.
 Elective courses in geography are also offered for students to
*facilitate a certain degree of specialization. Apart from the basic
& grounding in the philosophy, concepts and technigues in geography,
L students are required to gain a broad outlook of life and iru:lepenc_lent
& thinking through taking a range of courses in an optional minor
“program, general education, Chinese and English (unless exception
is granted), and physical education. Altogether 120 credit units are
required before graduation. This credit unit system, with a clearer

S'IEEHPDWEF and fa;rit?gs ar;j'f:r:;?;ijﬂﬂegiate o ol

b Pantment wgag responsible for téggLfngm};h:nSEUbgeﬂgraphf :
1 1_________________________-_-_-_-_- ject. Thig
| e TG
SYmposium Papers, Zﬂfgp":};;”d 2o &

eography at Th

& Chi - H
S ineze Unwersut-_.r of o

fion of 10m Anniversayy

3 1le
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delineation of the components of a balanced educati

effect since 1988, replacing the hitherto hybrid deg
and credit unit system. In 1988-89, the de

i for the

os. Since the eardy 1970s, lncreaslnfcu gnmﬂc;a;meﬁ o

'ngnn::ent in Hong Kong has led to the introd e
Injwith environmental issues such as conse

on, has pag,
ree examin,

. ental
partment enrolled 0 man and the environment and later urban am;iimmn s

students, with 190 majoring in geography and another 115 mingripe: SOUICES, & luding pollution control and micro-C moluelad o

in the subject. By 1990, students under the new credit unit g ' roblems  Inc ntal geography has been para

will graduate from the University. i3 i erulioieE '

n H Kon
1 h on SUblECTS such as ambient noise levels i ong |88
acodlc

i i i n of
reponse to and modelling of traffic noises, and disperso
"Lm,ar exhaust gases In urban areas.

Geography is one of gi
of Social Science.

ght disciplines within the University’
Geography education at both the

sported by three
These efforts in teaching mﬂal"farbe::;?: gr:q:;'lpped with modern
Postgraduate curriculum is based on a combination of coursg ygr aoratories. Theﬁ?n;];?rg::ﬁgths in alr, nolse and water Pﬂ"?éir;i
and dissertation Preparation. The M.Phil degree program is offarad facilities with pab; tory has a collection of over a mnu?a h
on a full-time basis requiring two years for completion. At least 1= he Geo.lc:g? ifa ?arock and fossil Specimen?“ e equﬁl:;d and
units of course work have to be completed, along with g dissertat; e foroan 2 n?r.ra.l, can measure geotechnical pmﬂﬂl o
répresenting the product of substantial independent research, befc pstruments  whic es. The Climatology Laboratory Is equipp e
a student can graduate. Three fields of substantive interests gomorphic proclfs Sgn{e{ers micro-barographs, aneroid baruged .
offered to postgraduate  studies: geographical study of Cp; ortin and Kewsns r sing psychrometers which are uemrded
urban/economic geography, and environmental studies. Studentet: grometers a laboratory exercises. Weather data are r S
are also encouraged to take elective courses outside emonstrations agﬂ ?n the laboratory. It also has a comput
insofar as they are relevant to their chosen subfield. Every vear thrae aly and compll

nd
hort-wave radio a

i eather charts from s

or four students are admitted to the graduate program. Plang hatd “stem for receiving W

been formulated for 3 Ph.D, pr

ogram to be initiated in the academi
year 1990-91.

(b) Human and Economic Geography
Major Fields of Teaching and Research :

_ d er of human
The study of the spatial urganlzatiﬂ“d the gt;gﬁc:nem that has

ey a traditional strength economic,
activitles has been ed. Courses in urban,

ee her develop nstitute a key
recently been furt e ara b ;
" behavioural, and cultural geography arEl!] m. Each of these subfields

) .

eography curricu : : .
ﬁump?nifyntmmkeraac?uamage of the particularly rich and dynam
ave

China as a life

Hong Kong and

ioeconomic milieu in nsequently,

Flgturﬁla;dtgcﬂge and verify theoretical an;;t:‘;ﬁé c;vdi?e field
: aborato h in these e

: - earc ion
The study of the earth's environment and its physical landscape both teaching and rﬁ rstanding of the spatial mgamzat
has always been a major fo  investigation and an U ; environment and nearby China.
teaching, courses in geom . human activities in the loc

As a relatively small department with a facult
hard choices have been made with
teaching and research. Traditionally, t
energies and resources to at least the

y strength of 11, some
respect to the major fields
he department has devoted
following groups of studies.

(a) Physical and Environmental Geography

analysis, study of d

soil erosion, land management, telemetry
air quality monitoring station, and climatic

. : uding studies on
Research under this rubric s wndearar_'tgu:g;liii;lgods e iin
; s in China, cities in Eastern Asia, hic interactions in
. urbanlzaél;}rT agriculture economic and demograp
poor, ur .

processes, gemmology,
systems for weather and

19
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i Fina“‘f. a research project on the Chinese coastal cities has also
i an in progress for some time, with the participation of scholars
m China, Hong Kong and other countries. It is an ambitious

idering the large number of researchers and the

dertaking cons
iculties of coordination acrass different research environments.

Chma* and 5 . T
patial a .
Walled City. nd demographic characteristics of the Kdm

(c) Geography of China

Although
QEGgraph?c Ejth:nstul.;dy of the region has been a traditiona]
Eastern Asia anquI:?:;ac;Tga{;fzgerze‘s i?'n o fedomet geﬂgrﬂpﬁf
In additi in the undergra
'studenr?_zr:fem:d.geﬂgm{:’hy of Hong Kong is agppfgzé?]:;rﬂcu_lu
S0t the it s teaching that has been adopted by the through
e ;ﬂs. In tutorlal and seminar-style ~ Unfum.:.
Hong Kong an dp Opportunities to explore their local envire Students
g and o see how theory and reality are rr'narrl'\er:::;f rmma-mﬁ,

Fro I

reseam;.n ?:::fesstmrheo r:n-::tlill:uh:m of the department tEElchingﬂ .\,

: e geograph = 2 L
except graphy. - of been
late 1%%23“51;?60”9' In about two ﬂecadﬁs of nf ::;Samnhave -
e depan}n eographical Research Centre, the re o
werg demte?imt.ohggfr?é}sp;om?te'ﬁ' 80 per ce.:rrt of an:;%I?i;Tg'ﬁ

e i subjects touc 2

historical, economic, cultural, urban and pg:::;% a?lr:f E\‘rnan‘m' aspects of

d) Geographical Techniques

in keeping with the trend in geographical education and research,
here has been a conscious attempt to build into the curriculum
students a range of techiques

n urses that are designed to impart to

and methodologies. Courses under this category include

rtography, guantitative methods, remote sensing, and surveying.
antitative methods in 1968,

ince the introduction of courses in qu
much progress has been made in enhancing among students a
and recently in computer application.

capability in numeracy
dvanced quatitative courses have moved beyond descriptive and
inferential statistics 1o deductive mathematical reasoning. In
narticular, the application of fuzzy sets theory to regionalization,
patial economics and planning problems is noteworthy.

s form an important part of the training as
they provide the tools with which to embark on geographical
enquiries. The emphasis on computer literacy is assisted by related
courses students have to take in general education and by the

Geographical technique

More lately, the co
- ncern for identify :
reqi o ifying the :
eglons and localities In China has gtakms p;glﬁl fgggzmﬁr]ﬁm'nf
i rch to the

installation of micro-computer |aboratories in the colleges. In order to
‘help students and staff to better access, retrieve, organize and
analyze ever-increasing geographical information, preliminary efforts
are being made to develop a capacity in fthe geographical

information system for teaching as well as research.

and social geogra .

e phy of China, In particul
gﬂfﬂﬁ?rf;csues on :hp spatial panempzf E:;j:] itzha?i ::ectnz of Chfna_'s
Shenzhen !'?;:2 Cbhma, - fﬁ_ur special economic 20395 Econg.mmﬁ
have alread een intensively studied. These sustai;'sgépwmlr
i Y produced a handsome harvest of bcok-&iﬁ

(e} Planning Studies

The objective of increasing the practical and applied aspects of tlf]e
discipline led to the ntroduction, in the early 1970s, nflcourses in
urban and regional planning. This component of the curriculum later
became an area of concentration, making it possible fqr some
students to pursue higher degrees in this field after graduation. The
courses offered cover the basic theories, methods, techiques and
models of urban and regional planning, with an emphasis on the

dynamics and process of planning in Hong Kong.

disciplines throu i
gh a Joint research
J r
Contemporary Asian Studies at the Un?vgrgs::?ym et e See K
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‘ nmental
- advice in fields ranging from Fl"i“m'c h&m cm

¥ . i 3 - 5 tu -

At a personal level, staff members have been active in the | . on, volcanic eruption, hawker policy

professional planning bodies and work closely with like-min T
academics at the University of Hong Kong which has
Urban Studies and Urban Planning.

G " riod of
g urrounding region are poised for a pe
iHong Kong an?hgsyiars ahead. The challenges Irr:.n gﬂ:ﬂé‘fﬂ?ﬂ
chaﬂQ; research are manfold and exciting, offe ?h pstlin:
hing aﬂht r and more inviting than ever. We a:." ey
" rsi?;igafz conjilte mnm:: mmgnut;pht;nfmng Kong
Clearly, the above-described groupings of major teaching and E: grpretﬂmn m‘anajy_sisﬂf ﬂ:ehz::r;gndn%h%t of the community, we
research activities represent only one way of expressingfﬁl; R e Pacific Rim. With ‘fDur role as a centre of geographical
highlights of geographical education that is available at tha S to further improve ou
University. There are obviously other ways of capturing the spirit of #tion in this territory.
geography there and other activities that have not been portrs
They do, hopefully, convey the sense that in the mission
geography at the Chinese university, we Iry to be selective withj
balanced orientation and effective given staff strengths
physical /ffinancial provisions. :

Concluding Remarks

Within the congenial environment at the University, there is m
scope for interdisciplinary collaborative research. Several studie_é n
the population of China, special economic zones, and environmen
studies are in progress. In recent years there have also been agt]
collaboration with researchers in China, Canada and elsewhe
joint projects and publications. '

The department publishes Occasional Papers in Geography as'a i&
vehicle for rapid dissemination of research results. The series has r'q‘
to almost 100 titles since the first issue appeared in 1980. This has
helped foster the international connections of the department. In fact &
the international outlook of the departiment has been noticeably
enhanced during the past few years through a wide range of
activities. Staff members have served in consultancy work (the
Bank, the International Development Research Centre, the United
Nations Centre for Regional Development, the United Nations
University, etc.) on editorial committees in international geu-graph'
: journals (Progress in Human Geography, Geographical Analysis, |
| Chinese Geography and Environment), and on executive committees.
i of international geographical  associations  (Commonwealt :
' Geographical Bureau, Asian Urban Research Association, 1GUS
i Commissions and working Groups). Within Hong Kong, they hav
| also contributed in many ways to community service and offered |

T 3
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Education since 1949*

by
Fung Yee-wang

In this pa
er, h W ¥
such, per, the term "curriculum® is used in its wid 3
IJEr senso
=4

Developmen
t of Geography Curriculum in Hong Kon

g SEchda :

~ jmportant shipp
~of the world.

it is not an :
equivalent for s
vilabus, but ' 3
v a process w s z
W

involves a definiti
nition of ai ;
a choice of t : ims and objectiv :
: each , es, a se
Figure 1. The Pré}r::gesf rategies and a form of euallig:gz o
definition of ai normally, b as shown
of aim normaily, but not necessari : n
ek Edsuacnactij ;;:ubpractwes in response tjs;a;gi’ob‘%glns Wi
the develo nal changes. Thi mic, politi
prment - Ihis  paper
education to e‘:c:;: geography curriculum mﬁfgf iﬂemptﬁ to ref
omic, political, social and Edugai.ﬂngl second
lonal change
ges

Hong K
g Kong and the world around us in postwar ye
ars.

Figure 1: A Curriculum Model
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* This paper is ba i
sed mainly on an article

which is |0 . 1 . a
jointly written by the same author aafjargryg( j] Elrmfm‘ title:
K.J. Lee for the

Geography Bulletin (No.18)
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Secretariat.

put the same

. To keep pace with the economic,
: -deue'lopmem of Hong Kong, the Government jaunched a 9-year

free and compulsory education programme in 1978 (Fung, 1086,
1g81). It may also be noted that in 1960, 70% of the
~ gecondary school places were provided by the private sector,

Econﬂmiﬂﬂ“‘f- Hong Kong takes pride in her achievements In the
ot forty years- Before the 1950s, Hong Kong was just a small
entrepol, relatively  unknown to the outside world. Today, she is
a pmminent industrial and commercial city, ranking as the most
' ing and the third most important financial centre
Economic development brings about political.
“ social and educational development. Thus the last two decades
have Seen Hong Hong gradually evolving from a colony with an
“qutocralic government to a much more democratic and open

political and social

percentage of places are now

' publicly-financed schools.

Before 1960, the Education Department adopted 2 Jaissez-faire

policy, and as a result, very little guidance was given 1o schools with

about
changes

maintenance of a

gignificant poliﬁcai, SO

eventually led 10 the emergence of new viewpoints on
gengraphical education.
'5 (Curriculum Development Committee,
“states, "Geography encourages students to observe,
and seek answers. They should develop a wide range of skills and

. techniques concern
interpretation and evaluation of informat

curriculum development in geugraphlcal education.
hen its aims were first
‘Anglo-Chinese secondary schoaols

ublished in 1960, priority was @
“knowledge and training of skills and relatively little
paid to the cultivation of attitudes. In Hong Kong as in other

the world, the second half of the sixties and
seventies witnessed a widespread liberal movement which brought

spelt out in the gengraph*,r syllabus for
(Education Department, 1960)
n to the - dissemination of
attention was

parts of
the first half of the

clal and educational changes. These

Thus the geography syllabus for Forms 4-
1984) pubﬂshed in 1984
ask gquestions

ad with the collection, organization, presentaﬂun,
ion about the world. They

n relation 10 the

should be aware of the need for, and be committed 10, respunsible'

action where aesthetic and moral questions arise |
palanced environment.”

e e Tl




Content

textbooks available in the market. Available
that they invariably adopted a regional approac

but there was also an element of systematic a
syllabus for Forms 1-3 (Curriculum Developm

approach.

of  geographical education. A new Advanced Level

framework, the new syllabus did not

ittried to interweave the facts with im
so that the students could develo
surroundings and an awareness of a variety of social
geographical significance, together with the ability to
and sound choices in solving these problems.

the new syllabus. These two paradigms not
weave together

integrate physical geography  with human geography

human and the physical systems.

well-organized familiarization programmes for teachers.

26

The landscape and ecological paradigms form the found
only make it possib
different geographical concepts, but also h

to fc
unigue discipline. The basic concept behind these paradigms |

the various landscapes are the products of interaction  betwee

The implementation of the new Advanced Level geogra
syllabus in 1979 had repercussions upon geographical educat
Hong Kong. Difficulties were encountered in the early stag
implementation owing to the lack of suitable teaching materials

Until 1960, schools had almost complete freedom in d
what to teach as far as geography was concerned. Theijr dec
in this respect were mainly governed by two factors, namet
scope of the School Certificate  Examination syllabysg

information ghe
h (Coxhead, 1gs
The geography syllabus Issued in 1960 basically followed this t,
Pproach. The intagie:

ent Committeg,
issued in 1975 was clealy  one which adopted a syste,

The mid 1970s saw Hong Kong making great strides in the

syllabus (Hong Kong Examinations Authority, 1979) was prep
and subsequently implemented in 1979, Unlike the tradit
syllabus which adopted a systematic approach within a

require the students to st
slavishly different regions in the light of their relief, cli
vegetation, agriculture, industry, transport and population, |
portant geographical ¢
P a deeper understanding .
probler
make ra

Bo

hange in th
jtuation.

A
o &)
4

together with examples from

i i
rs and the students were worried by the sudden and drasti

i e approach and found it difficult to adapt to the new

novati ms
o keep pace with this in tive change, the s-,rl.l,ab;_ml; r:;:; ;.:j s
cEGurrlculum Development Committee, 1983) was als

-3

d ||'|p ermen -II | FQ”” 4—5 {Curﬁculu"l
: I 1 i 34 n 934 ar K! 198; raﬁpﬂctwﬂll'y,

; ; hi
tress the inter-relationship between man and his

gyllabuses s |
'Pﬂ?m:ment and the learning of concepts.
: i ires that
| Although the new junior geography cumc;fiul_rlnmsull b;;?; e s
m1 pupils study the general ggug:g:gj o tx Lﬁ;h ong ard b

Form 2 pupils study _ ; ik

'h';:igu;i’d Africa. and Form 3  pupils study Europe and
arl "

: ; bly
iy t matters is remarka
A treatrment of these Sub‘lec % cted
h ermﬂ;.ﬁté:; that of the past. Whilst the interim Swh;.bu:awezspd?abus
il ‘T‘i’;“s to study each continent systematically, the

ithe p

rées not impose this restri

ction. Teachers are now G"C“U’agz':pt;
doe ies to help puplls understand geographical concej
lise case studies to help p instead of studying
e elop geographical skills. For example, e e
de;eserts in the Southern Continents, r:m!‘_ff eme > When
h:d in the teaching of desert Iandsc:apeu;nr examplé e
s te grassland is dealt with, the more familia han approach
ELrﬂrlllarﬂl'ﬂﬂg Basin is examined in some detail 51.;::: :m:l i
Y 0 pupils with a more concrete
is intended to equip pup

erstanding of the curriculum.

urrculum for Forms 4 and 5 itrh:slgg?n::g
errelationship between man and his_enuimnmenth?cr;? i
; iﬂmncepts. In expounding the vanzléfegfiggqmugm e o
the examination, the students ér;l ::pJapan ond Australia, countries
ol t upon
Jhich are familiar to them and which have haau:trt?)ﬂg ‘i:f;lnpta;d E.rith
eir daily lives. Since the students do not it
£h a wide scope of study in terms of &7 tive in their study of
av feel less burdened and become maore ac e
agf raphy. The  emphasis on the man-land c’:-eueloprnentoﬁhEh‘
' Ed d lr:; have a positive influence upon the de
intende

ltudes towards the environment.

The new geography ¢
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In Shm thE‘ dE'u'
5 Efop nent of r i
QE'GQ aph]]"I Clr ]CU‘E in “ﬂn :
the 9 Os and t Cc:i Cept-
1 '- 7 ie D baSEd

geographical regions which are taught as individual units), (3) the
nopulation analysis approach’ (the analysis of population
I gistribution is followed by the  study of the basic geography), and
* (4) the 'topic approach’. The teachers were also encouraged to
Leupplement their teaching with pictures, slides, films, specimens
nd even field visits wherever appropriate.

Methogd

he interim syllabus of 1975 provided very little in the way of new
deas for geography teaching. It only emphasized that teachers
puld minimize the use of 'chalk-and-talk’ method and increase the
“use of oral questioning, blackboard summary, charts, atlases and
“yarious other audio-visual aids to arouse the interest of the pupils.
| Teachers were also expected to train pupils  to think both
“deductively and inductively.

In the mid-seventies, some enthusiastic local geographers and
pgraphical educationalists became engaged in a reform
ovement led by David Shortle who advocated a "student-centred

of Teaching X strategy’. The strategy placed a great deal of emphasis on the use
Qver the Years and Learning " of simulations, games, role plays, discussions, debates and projects

it was believed that through these activities geographical

5 :::::::L?Pl’mach “knowledge could be acquired, and that the various cognitive and
pu,,“;a“;f :ﬁvlr_c_u-_ub Teachers arq encourageg = spcial skills  pertinent to the cultivation of positive attitudes could be
Topic approacy | “PProach :Esfi?::"t g mftg & learned more  effectively. Shortle’s ideas have continued to
e Deductive , #pecisens :nddfeinu:llg i . influence local thinking and  have been translated into reality step by
thduct ive egfrr::ﬂ.' Teachers ar : _step by his successors through the implementation of three new
;?:C::ulia:-? nsfff:g:: el eography syllabuses: the A-evel syllabus in 1979, the F.1-3
.:r..m“ffl'"““r: and uga 8 - syllabus in 1986 and the F.4-5 syllabus in 1987.
Current Pupil-contreq visual ajdg .a-" Z3 othare
. e Teachars ar4 '_ Although there is no dispute that teachers should adopt the "pupil-
organize activitios oy entred’ approach in the teaching of geography, discrepancies do
playa, af::.i;gf:“- role xist between  the real classroom situation and the theoretical
a0d projects, ¢ Gebate - ideals. This may be attributed 1o the following factors:
The
vary theirg egg;ﬂgi ]fg’ffﬂbus of 1960 suggested that teach (1) Some teachers have yet to receive professional training.
their own PEFSDnaJ'fr: a”daw?j}'s of presentation in ac;';r ;;:hauig They ha:]e : thﬁ_refare had little exposure to new ideas in
approaches were put f Nd the abilities of th ince with- geography teaching.
'l ical . Crward in the 2 pupils, Four
”;:;3 Isy:il.:rr]oach (the continents arg su%?d?ﬁ;ag%hy ‘-ifgab”s-' (1) the (2) Some teachers lack enthusiasm for teaching. Cross-

fertilization through the exchange of teaching experiences

themes), (2)
among colleagues within a  school, or between different

I : :
Continents . gre divided jntg - o
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schools, is often lacking. Some teachers are

take courses to refine their teaching skills or
professional knm-.rledge.

. . essay”
i : by “open-ended
: traditionally dominated ions began
HpEtri?;ﬂ: :;3 short questions, but structured ﬁ?psaycii?cﬂgﬂgjeStigns
ues : id-ciwti In 1970, multiple-
L in the mid-sixties. f the School
?'ﬂpaﬁg introduced  in the geography papet;eu Hong Kong
E ate Examination. Over the years ffort to improve the
e'rtrli:;ations Authority has made ‘?“'E{}i’,n: Glt is encouraging to
xa lic examina : i of
; rg of the publi . rtificate
Eggrap:W ﬁzzegeogl‘aph'f papers in the HOf_'lg l’f:on‘f_'ggu keeping
e th.a Examination have improved steadilvlslgcshgws llhat there
-'Ucan:?:the improvement of the Sﬂtablfls‘ Tab;i affective domain
Eebj»leﬂ a gradinl incies=s Emph?gtse Bdgn:aiﬁ there has been
' ard to the cognitiv ? ions and a
e thetyzg;ﬁﬁgﬁ;gg in the number of lower order questions
fairly ste

in the igher order questions.
c & tI ; ok petence in ¢ radual increase in the number of hig

3 n d55m :
Mmanagement. They tend o employ traditiong

techniques to avoid disciplinary problems.

(3) The refresher courses or

ganized by the gy
Department can only cater

for a small number of teachéj;

(4) The education system of
examination-orientad. Teachers
to training pupils for the public examinations,
attention to teachin

g technigues  which would stimy,
Pupils’ interest in the subject. '

Hong Kong is intrj -
tend to devote themen.:

ive Domain and
le 2: Percentages of GUEST'IDHEEI set D:. ?:?hzﬁﬁﬁg;% i
Table 2: iti mai
. f the Cognitive Do 1988}
- Dlﬁenfieg;s:?ﬁ[:uc;rs from 1970 to 1986 (Yau and Fung, 19
£ c an

(6) Some teachers have neither the techniques nor -
eXperience to lead  group activities, The results of groyy
activities are therefore frequently unsatisfactory.

{7) The language barrier

often deters the pupils

Cognitive s
P " " " a P‘L[BCLl\IE =, - Baus
Participating effectively in discussions as well as ing Know-  Compre- fg:ﬂin rﬂ-:ia thesis  ation
activities if English has to be yseq & S o
09 '
; . : 44,53 15.32 ig-i: 3,19 0,00
The last factor is a Prime cause for concern amongst educators 10.36 e 12,83 A o
¥ B 1 L e o .
Hong Kong. More than 90% of the Pupils in Hong Kong study | e L ;Hg 30,36 i';f‘; f',;go ¢. 00
Anglo-Chinese secondary schools, byt most of them lack th H-U'; ﬂjﬁ_.', 58.22 11}5’,: 23.60 1.20 ‘,;”gﬁ
Necessary competence and are incapable of learning geography s s 1,35 o e 2121 s 0.00
3 i it 3 .o ; . G -
through the medium of English. Many teachers in  fact teach in 974 it e 42.84 e 14.90 0.00 s
Cantonese, or in a mixtyre of Cantonese and English, but the pupils e 15.40 54.40
still have to reag and write in English. The obvious result is tha
both the learning effectiveness and the learning spirit of their pupils
are  seriously impaired.
Evalution
In Hong Kong,

public examinations, notably
on Examination and the Hong

éxerta strong influence on clas
ools (Yau and Fung,

the Hong Kong
Kong Advanced b
Sroom teaching
1988). The geography

Certificate of Educati
Level Examination.
in secondary sch

o}

i in th
root of the problem probably lies more :rkers' i
:' the examination paper itself. In the m ok
heme prepared by the setter of the g
. 5C

zuik

: ination, the

. the public examina ;
If there is still any serious doubt about e E.fa"f of marking than in
ting, the marking

discussed and




finalized. It includes the key points for the question. |ngm;
markers then mark the Papers in accordance  with the
scheme. There Is, however, a tendency for markers to gjyg
whenever they come across words or phrases which appear jn ..
marking  scheme,with little regard to the logic and Presentation
the answers. It is  not uncommon to find that where the
answer has different forms of expression, some Pupils scora s
marks even though their answer is correct,  because it
expressed in the same words as those listed in the Markip
scheme. This way of marking not only encourages pupjls
memorize facts and write their answers indiscriminately, but
discourages them from thinking and writing creatively,

: un

Conclusion

In conclusion, it may be said that the development of geograph;
curriculum  in Hong Kong secondary education has made ga
Progress in postwar years. There is, however, still much room for
improvement. It is noted that a significant number of our geagraphy
teachers are still untrained. Moreaver, geography has ch.ar_i_g' d
greatly in its nature and content in recent years. All these call for 5
more rapid development of teacher training and  retraining et
Programmes. There are alsp great demands for seminars al
workshops, the organization of which should be the responsibility o
the Education Department, the universities, the college
education and the various educational organizations. :
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A TR N

News of Colleges and Universities

Hong Kong University

Conference under Planning

Th :
e Department of Geography and Geology is gq
"

organize an "In i
ternational Conference on Geogra

Rese
arch and Development* (tentative title) to be helg

University on Apri
pri 27 - Ma
;orrference is to bring S
sf?anrg' :?]aerp land China, Taiwan and the rest of th e
':ﬁs-:ussei:fJrin":’rE ?js and research findings Top;:sw?rh
clude, inter afig i S o Shat
Mmanagement, regional Dfannf:q resource uﬂljza[m;ﬁ AL
dEVE‘rOmenL research me{hodgm and wurban and ._:ﬁ-.
i ogy  and Qeﬂgr;;'
phi
nese and Mandarin) §
T— Local geographers ' i
nference. i .
; Activities to be organized by the Secondary School Subcommitte

ong Kong Baptist College

i

e

Dr. Luk Chiu Ming joined the College to teach courses in
cartography and geography of China.

Dr. Lewis Owen was appointed as a lecturer responsible for
courses in geomorphology and earth science.

Dr. Wong Kwun Kwai who is specializing in environmental
perception joined the college and is responsible for
courses in resource management and planning.

Dr. William Collins, after completing his contract, went back
to Chico, California.

1. A fieldcamp jointly sponsored by the Education Department and
~ the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries is scheduled to be
held at the Sai Kung Recreation Centre on Feb 2-3, 1990. The
theme of this fieldcamp is country parks in Hong Kong.

Staff News
_ A visit to the Taipo industrial Estate to take place sometimes in

December, 1589,

3. A visit to Hong Kong Electric Company in January, 1990.

In urban and regional planning.

Dr. Luk Chiu Min S
d complet o :
university, Pleted a 3-year contract and left the

Conference under Plannin

The Departme
nt of Geograph
conference on ‘Geographygang ge

In the Twenty-first Century” to be held ;

4. A visit to the sewage treatment plant at Shatin in April, 1990.

5. The Subcommitte plans to conduct a survey of field study sites in
the Territory in Novemnber, 1989.

6. A workshop on the use and sharing of teaching aids and strategies
is planned for November, 1983.
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