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Words from the Editor

issue of the Hong Kong Geographer features three articles.
was promised, Professor C. J. Grant's speech on the
pment of the Geography and Geology Department of
Kong University on last year's Hong Kong Geography
nay is published in the current issue. Also included are Dr.
M. R- Peart's paper on field studies of weathering and Dr. Chow
rhun Shing's article on the changing resource utilization and
'_'r}dscape of Sai Kung. Both secondary school geography
‘.achers and professional geographers alike will find these

. épers highly useful.

Jevelo

has been suffering from very tight
A fund raising drive was carried out
e been made to seek outside

i ;. The Association

§ pudgetary constraints.
earlier this year. Also efforts hav
| support for the publication of the Association’s two periodicals

A number of life-members have responded to the fund-raising
" drive, and the Manhattan Press has agreed to sponsor the
® grinting of the Hona Kong Geographer. On behalf of the
. editorial board, | would like to express our sincere gratitude for

" their support.
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ths growth in importance of Geography at the University of
Wong Kong has not been rapid but rather slow and irregular.
¢ first mention of it as a subject was as a requirement in the
pntrance Examination to the University in 1912. A little later in
- University of Hong Kong Calender 1913—14, Geography was
entioned as a subject in the Matriculation Examination and as
5 part of an intermediate course in Economics.
il
- |t was not until 1933 however that Geography was recorded
.a separate and distinct subject and not as a sub-heading

zewhere.

._r.
. The first recorded staff member teaching Geography was

- F.M.H. Holman who also taught courses in English and
jistory. He was appointed in 1915 as tutor in English and History
“and Reader in Economic Geography. In 1916 he was listed in the
“University's Calender as lecturer in Logic and in 1917 as lecturer
in Psychology, and in 1918 as lecturer in Education. From the
range of his titles and skills, it is apparent that Geography played
‘only a small part of his job and in the University syllabus at that

Mr. Holman left the University in 1919 and it was not until
931 with the appointment of Reverend Father D. J. Finn L B
at Geography began to come into its own as an academic
subject at the University of Hong Kong.

In the University's Annual Report in 1933 Father Finn wrote:

“In the last two years important changes have affected
the Geography Course. The re-grouping of subjects within
the Arts Faculty and addition of a second year course in
Geography have led to considerable increase in the number
of students reading the subject. The institution of the second




and treatment. | Jin 1946 the Department of Geography reopened at the

jniversity with fifteen students using a lecture room on the
und floor of the School of Surgery which was sited on the
yea now occupied by the Haking Wong Building. Later it moved
o the Tang Chi Nyong School where it remained until 1950.

with a bras to t

. In September, 1954, following proposals laid down in the
ry began tobll “¥cipss Report of 1939 the Department was re-formed as the

tilbgp pepartment of Geography and Geology. Dr. Davis was elected
& o'be the chair of Geography and Geology in 1955. Under
professor Davis the Department grew rapidly and by 1961 there
iwere seven senior staff including Mr. C. L. So as assistant
lecturer and with Mr. T. N. Chiu and David C. Y. Lai as

established. |

;‘ﬂ’;tribhu::ons to Hong Kﬂngsieciflw remembered gmonstrators.
Yah his connect; rchaeology ang y
Amhaemﬂ'g.,, St 'on that the GGas (Geograph 't was . Physical Geography and Geology were strongly represented

under Professor Davis with Mr. J. LLewellyn and Mr. George
‘Riley lecturing in Geology. With the great urban expansion of
‘Hong Kong in the Sixties the Department of Geography and
Geology at Hong Kong University expanded and in particular
tthe various branches of Human Geography became more
" adequately represented.

rety 'D‘f HOn
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n its makeup_ ng

From 193g_ :
Progress initiarae S K.

K. 3
Archer taught GEOgraph-,,- Sr o

r Finn Continued sq that by 191 .
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B He ﬂﬂfﬂ | 4 tourses in Geology to both Architecture and to Civil Engineering

ol " but rather unfortunately in view of the important role of Geology

* in foundation works, the Faculty of Architecture no longer

run World .
asey, but it was z¢ th;:?- @ part-time bagjg by HE:‘J o g . requires their students to study Geology. The Department of
ong Kong began 1.-"..f1c:rrj':lmE that Dr. 5, G. avis as Farhf_"r G Geography and Geology still offers a two-year course in
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rSity and with the £ Davis nesumnn,u:lih"r hi:S 4 Part-time several of the Engineering graduates have benefited from Hui
€ Education Departme Position withy " 0i Chow Scholarships to continue their study in the United

nt. m -
GEﬂQraphy at In 1952, D States.

In recent years there has been recognition of the need to

the first time . - 972Phy Departm :
€ography cnitl':luet;? faculties, narszityprgggea Courses | develop a programme in Earth Sciences within the Science
until 1950 when far nc be an Integral part ;-"fthe é"ﬂ_ﬁ‘ and A - Faculty but for various reasons, not all of them based on sound
©en a most unfonuu clear reason jy was exc| clénce Facul academic principles, there has been a reluctance to allow Earth
FS:.—:-ETCE Faculty woy, dnf: t’f'F'SE since a cioseux?:;? ' Th;f has Sciences to become established in Science.
M enefici -link with he
ty and the Gecgraphv and Gggﬁ;‘, boéh to students of tt:: Human and Urban Geography on the other hand are well
2 9¥ Department. accepted in both the Arts Faculty and Social Science Faculty.
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In many departments of Geography

there h
as been a t he Study of Weathering Processes in the Floid
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= University of Hong Kong
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geography teachers with su?ﬁg
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due specialization in one or oth
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A major factor i
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with both Physical an e o

the need to provide
broad base to resjst un
of Geographv,

ﬁ‘puductiun
2k and Small (1982) provide a simple definition of weathering
“the disintegration or decay of rocks in situ ..." and go on

The majori i
R o cite Ollier's (1969} more complex definition of weathering:

become teachers and a close link i

Department Pl .
o ntained ‘ -
Deparmen Enieagraphy TS i Eiem.r. n- : “the breakdown and alteration of materials near the

P o oicgy ane :ﬁmr i earth’s surface to products that are more in equilibrium

o are mainta _ = with newly imposed Physim-chemicm conditions.”

ajor review of : ..
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el an There are two major types of weathering which are
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curri_cu[um and the final
detail. Considerable mo
gradually introduced an

aken and the relationship betw

gqhogf examinations was éxa l‘a
difications in the A-Level sv_.»'H;.uL:thl
d these are under regular ¢

hysical and chemical. A third category of weathering, namely
biological, may be distinguished. However, because it often
volves either physical or chemical processes it may not
‘necessarily be distinct from these types of weathering.
" Moreover, it is worth remembering that physical and chemical
eathering often proceed together and may act to reinforece

gach other.

reviewy,

The Hong Kon i

g Universi

I|| Geology has respnnde: e

| Gqu{raphy throughout the
Position both in teaching a

of Geograph
wm the rapid develupmgnk
orld and has maintained a le

nd research.
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S Types of Weathering and their Products

Table 1 presents the processes associated with physical,
chemical and biological weathering. The products of weathering
can be itemized. These are residual deposits which consist of

the weathered and unaltered materials left by weathering.

Among the most common unaltered residues will be the most
resistant minerals such as quartz. Many of the less resistant
minerals decompose to give clay minerals. At some risk of
oversimplification it can be stated that mechanical weathering
produces residues showing little chemical decomposition but
which are much altered in terms of size and shape. In contrast,
chemical weathering alters the composition of materials.
Weathering may also generate distinctive landforms, although
erosion may also be necessary. The following landforms owe

5




much tg weathering for their development: tors; exfg
domes and limestone features such as clints and grikes

1) PHYSICAL WEATHE RING

al Pressure release al Solution
b} Frost weathering b} Carbonation
¢l Salt weathering ¢} Hydration

dl Insoclation weathering d} Hydrolysis

e Sheeting, unloading and spalling &) Oxidation and R
f) Moisture swelling f} Chelation

g} Wetting and drying

ed UCtion

3) BIOLOGICAL WEATHERING g

al physical effects- Plant growth may be the means of the raq
cause fracture 3

bl simple chemical effects ©.g. solution enhanced by res .
carbon dioxide

¢} complex chemical effects including chelation

d} respiration and absorption of plans affects soil pH

Table 1: The Processes associated with physical, chemical-én
biological weathering.

Some Ideas for the Teaching of Weathering

A. Theory

i) Weathering and climate: Due to the fact that water and hé'at;-
are important controls on weathering, these may govern_
weathering and landforms at the global scale. Peltier (1950) has _
related weathering to climate and this is shown in Figure 1
Using climate date for Hong Kong (e.g. Chin, 1983) students

i gure 1. to ascertain the

intensity of chemical and physical weathering in Hong Kong.
They can also place Hong Kong in

Zone for the world and be asked

6

the appropriate weathering
to assess if there is any =

ng i1s
O o o L
: : 2 :
v 2 :-r hlc*;.rg;tgll'::riﬁ;p:f the granites may support th::'sl._ I.‘;l‘ng
i Eoe e;e r-;m et, however, that it is difficult to est: Isuse
e m: t'nnihi;} between climate and weathering ecaore
s have experienced climatic changn_e, Flfrther!'rtble;
o 'amaﬂsmfwork suggests that only two climatic uanjlﬂg?
e thering. It ignores other factors, such as, gean 2
'ontrﬂ! Wearmate while the use of annual tempera_tu;e :.; e
nt[! Ij:::dmk_);ause'a more appropriate measure might
riticl

mber of freeze-thaw cycles.

&
FROST 57 IS
CHEMICAL WEATHERING E

WEATHERING

NEGLIGIBLE

0 2000 1600

Annual rainfall (mm)

i imate.
Figure 1: The relationship of weathering to cl

the resistance to
ing: Table 2 presents
N, Hocks and JERsioun r:c:k forming minerals. One can be

: f
weathering of a number o hin sections of a number of rock

i along with t stions as
han: Df;:g;:jt;tsenteg by Sparks (1972) to pose gue
types su

t this may
; i Is and the effec
lo the yelative Issistance of (715 e is to present each

have on rock disintegration. An a\lternat:.:lmr B
Enlr‘I with a sample of heavily weathere gbs D T
g:ﬁ: identifiable mineral is quartz. "I;:ev ciz?e e
T =R i

i i | remains identifiable
why this minera

has been transformed to clays.
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Maffic minerals  Felsic minefals
i i

Most susceptible

e lime plagiogiage

ﬁz?:;tti d lime-soda plagigg,
ende Sﬂd i 1ok

biotite a-lime plagig

soda plagiocias i

orthoclase

muscovite
Least susceptible

quartz

Table 2: Relative resistance to

5 We&ﬂ'lering of some
forming minerals. roc

B. Fieldwork

i} The most simple fieldwork exercise involves
planned walk on which students are shown
weathering features. The route could be drawn
and a number of questions posed at each site.

constructing
a8 numbet,
on a hﬂl’]dﬁL t

i) The deep weathering profiles which can be found on man

areas of the granite in Ho i i
el ng Kong provide excellent sites f

Fﬂgirgug%?jkam:il the degree of decomposition o
rocks classification developed b

| assif ¥y Moye (195 :
which are shown in Figure 2 and Table 3 rn&sp:n&::’n'\:'.rrﬁ-:I',Er B

Elpg:tapt teaching aids. Students can be asked to identify the
eathering zones in a profile using these as guides &

represent =

weathering identified by Ruxton and i I

f weathered o

Zome Structurelsas sand, 5ilt and clay, May ke
A boulder concentratsan ol the surlsce

Famie  Residul matarisl with cofesones. Aock

B percerange is less than 50%, and
corashonid are rounded snd rad
e o ke

Predamiramly grades IV or ¥ material with
coag bowbders of geades |, B or 1 materisd

Zora  Coresbones with residual miterial. Rock
€ perceninge is 50 o 50°% and comsanig
ae rectargular and interlocied

Preclaminantly oone boulders of grades |, B
and i matersl separated by sesme of
arades I and V,

Zone  More than 90% ook, Mince resicuaal
0 el along magr structural

discantimaties which may be comsidorally

iron shaired

Matpriad af grades | or 1| constitute mang
than 309 of the mass.

Figure 2: Zones of weathering after Ruxton and Berry (1957).

Dingnostic festuric i Samphes ard Cores

Moo recogeinble rock textui; surface laper cantaing hamus and

Grachi Degren of Decomposition

i - plant roobs,
W Campletely decompossd Aock complensly decompostd by weatharing in place, bt pexbare
atill recognizabla.
- Rock waakened 3o that {uidy large pistis can be broken and
5 i eruimbbed in Ehi hands,
1] Moderataly decemposed Large peecis feg. WX drill mm;l camsil b broken by hand

Slightly decormposed Sarersgth appresching that of fnah rock — slight atinirg,

1 Frosh rack

Table 3: Classification of the Degree of _D?.r.:nmpusiﬁun from
Weathered Rock of Igneous Origin (after Moye,

1955).
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Laboratory Investigation

LE

We often
tend to for
get that weatheri :

simpl

= nfbi.- J;E?;i:mry_experfments. Trud

s bmhe:str'r:g possibilities for

Sl el:: anical and chemical weather;

bl these are summarized in T i
nts may be adapted for fierg usaebl

|ahoratow WDFR

1 PHYSICAL WEATHERING

a{ Water uptake:

E:u], Wettling and dying:

; Heating and cooling:
} Salt weathering: .

el Freeze-thaw.

2 BI
OTIC AND CHEMICAL WEATHERING

ﬁ:l The use Gf
b} pH change
c} Organic aci

cause acidr

pH as a meas
neasure of weatheri
O - BTN 1al-
d;ﬂj:_ﬂﬁent upon hydrolysis: S oleuns
ich can Rt
be used to indicate that vegetation cant
= n can,

ty of water i
which may erode carbonate rocks i

Table 4: i
e 4: Experiments that are suitabl

weathering processes e for the illustration of

See Trudgill (1983) for details.
i
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‘This paper is concer
' Sai Kung region in
,-.:gastemmnst pa
£1)- It has been
' jevelopment has lagge
| Kowloon. In its early history,
| subsistence
- people’s adaptive action
. occurred both within the
" Hong Kong society,
1 characteristics of Sai
By now, Sai Kung
. of different features,
" ecreational activities,
I .t less accessible sit
.~ along major highways
market area around Sai

R A

Resource
The Case of Sai Kung in Hong Kong

Utilization and Landscape Changes: | |

by

Chow Chun Shing

Department of Geography, Hong Kong Baptist College

ned with developmental changes in the
Hong Kong. Sai Kung is located in the _
rt of the New Territories of Hong Kong (Figure i
considered a remote area and its level of i
d behind that of urban Hong Kong and I
Sai Kung was a region with
farming and fishing economy. Later, through
in response 10 changes that have
region and in the overall context of
the socio-economic and environmental
Kung have been drastically transformed. ,
has developed into @ region with a composite

including specialized territories for
declining and even abandoned villages
es, thriving villages with truck farming
, and an expanding residential and

Kung Town.

er is to explain the process of
change in Sai Kung and to draw
upon it implications for research and policies in relation to
regional development. This will be of both academic alm:l
practical interest. It will provide insight into our understanding
of how human action has helped modify the enj.rlrcnmentm
and socio-economic characteristics of a region. On the basis of
such an understanding, realistic policies can be formulated in
the process of manipulating the environment to augment

regional growth and development.

The purpose of this pap
economic and environmental

On Resources and Regional Development

changes in Sai Kung,

envlronmen’cal
eople have

5 on the process of how p
11

To explain economic and
this paper places ermphasi




adapted to changing situations in
society at large in Hong Kong.
conviction that economic an
ultimately the product of
to changing situations in the environment,
however, is different from traditional
development.

both Saij
This approac
d environmental changeg
people’s adaptive action in

KU“Q'EB:Q‘
his based o

B
s (1

Traditionally, researchers and policy-makers haye
to explain regional development in relation
endowment and patterns of resource utilization
areas. The conventional approach focuses prirmaril
issues: (1) factual accounts of resources, capital, an
which are available within regions, and
prescriptions of where productive facilities an
should be located so as to optimally explo
resources (Manners, 1973, p. 243).

¥ upon.

it the availahja

The traditional approach,
shortcomings which make it difficult for people to adequate
understand the actual process of regional development. Firg
the conventional approach assumes that resources exist ina
closed system, i.e.. within the boundaries of a region. Secong
it assumes that regional development is static and is determine
by the amount of resources which are available in a regjon_af‘"
specific points in time. Third, it assumes that resource

endowment, instead of human action, is the major determinan
of regional development.

however, has seve

The static view of the traditi
based on the fact that natural reso
accountable within regions. Zelinsky (1966, p. 103), for example,
defined a resource as “any substance or physical property of a,
place that can in some way be used to satisfy a human need.
| Resources include the physical and biological potentialities of 3

the minerals, soils, biota, water, and atmosphere of the locality
— as they can be realized by its occupants — and whatever
transportational, military, or recreational value may accrue
through the interests and activities of local or distant peoples.” &4

onal approach is primarily
urces are immobile and are

Given the

immaobility of natural resources, it is not
surprising that

researchers have tended to take resource
12

sccording to Friedmann and Alonso (1964, p

'ISuch reasoning pru]er.:ts_ a pe
' resource endowment wil

4

al development.

; : i ion
_ndowment as the major determinant of regl . 209-11), for

i i ntl
the start of development in a locality wvrrlﬂir:g;?a {:1::
result from a unigue resource advan;ag;iﬂn e
capital and the other factors of produ thra-sh{)ld 1
local economy grows, it will cross one s
o her, making possible larger and more dl i
e operations. Eventually, a general ‘Ehresd -
busm::ieaghed, which, if broken thmugh,hW|1L;e?Dnal
;r:lasiained and cumulative growth of the reg

economy.”

rspective that regions with rich
| enjoy cumulative grﬂv;ﬂh ':;-rhereas
i i ed.
ions with poor endowment will rernain undevelop
reglo
nevertheless, ignores the fact t_lh:t
immobile, the user of resnurceds,d-t;
ity, t bounde
i lity, people are not bo
re migratory. In rea . P! ; Dena e
peopleé ié:w pmd?mtive activities within their hu;n:ahre Eoundaries
e extend their activity fields far beyon il i
s {::HT"IDI"I‘IE regions by, for instance, commu mgichere‘ 2
o laces to make use of the rfa-suurcesﬁ_ et
10 Dtlher rl'::as well play a significant role in Isuppt? ;ngages 2
zggr?oer:: of their home regions :::gh ssgt:éinﬂu ?532- e
igi e : ; :
i their places of origin S
remm?g;g tﬂp BEII-F‘JI 20: Hugo, 1981; Yu, 1983). Lhi;e:wmmic
s E;p;erginn's resource endnwmer:st_ an1 i it il
hetWEEn‘ thus not as direct as the traditional app
growth is

tended to assume.

This perspective,
although resources are

cCe
attempt to directly relate resour

elopment has by-passed th_e c:rr;nrgzﬁ:
daptation on the modification of the EI‘err e
stk a’l' Fjticm of natural resources. Morewe; i A
s mf_L sze ion’s resource E:I"IdUWmE!’:It can only Erdes 2
e 11 1ﬁmﬂles of the amount and kinds of ne:si:5 e
CFOSS-SBF’EIGH t i;::re-:ifi{: points in time. Such atternr:: i
‘Lhﬂt_ o | development as a dynamic and an 3;;9 B
S ;Eg,;gn;olnted out by Manners (1973, p. 248),
process.
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The traditional
endowment to regional dev




= a rich litera
many of the more fundamenta) e on Ieg

cursory examination of the cha

sevelopment in Sai Kung has proceeded along three major
es: (1) farming and fishing, (2} out-rnigration for e_axtra-
ional opportunities and the support of Sai Kung's wllgge
.conomy with remittance, and (3) a market economy centering
5ai Kung Town. Such activities are inter-related and will be

: ional ey,
Questions raised , séu
: nging pattern .
4N unanswered,

]
'lu"Er"J
s of rng i

For a better ;

: understandi 3 o
alternativ ing of regional i

process ‘: fgpmach that considers dEveigpmSﬁ:Ehmenn

that places stronger emphasi as a'dyng

5

ada i
ddaptation than the quantitative aspect

IS necessary (c.f. Ha
e gerst
(1973, p. 248), there = rand, 1970). As calleq for

development
; and the appropri
to thejr associated Drﬂbfzmz LEIE rESpDnsEs of th

The earliest settlements in Sai Kung evolved in the 1500_51in
eam valleys which were more suitable than other localities
for sedentary agriculture, such as at Ho Chung, Pak Kong, and

cha Kok Mei (Blake 1981, pp. 22—23). During the ‘lBth—‘iQE'h
rary meaning “guest people”)

al econom

i 2 exam | P '
s Pdps Ple of = -
per races the development of 55}#";: century, some Hakka people (lite

he proc : _ |
odlapted to changes whi oss of how people the " _ved into Sai Kung from southern China, particularly from
and in the Iargergsgc::?rmfha”e evolved both with; o E‘::arby areas in Guangdong (Blake, 1981, p. 24). The majority
s Song: " of the new Hakka arrivals settled in hamlets around the

L g established villages, along the coast, and near streams in uphill

areas.

The numerous inlets along the coast of Sai Kung als::s
attracted the in-migration of Tanka (meaning “boat people”}
into the region from other harbours in Hong Kong and southn_arn
China (Blake, 1981, p. 26). By 1911, the year when the first
official census was taken in Hong Kong, Sai Kung had
developed into a district of about 9,000 people, accnuntl_ng for
13.4 per cent of the total population of the New Territories

{Faure, 1982, p. 173).

€ south, A ng

the only direct ri
h
Kowloon. ght of way to connect Saj Kung

Topographicall i ;
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ai Kung, fishing and paddy

ing the early history of S
sk ‘f production. Life was harsh,

farming were the major forms of : _ :
however. As the population grew, penplg m_San Kung f?und it
difficult to produce enough food to maintain the suhmste}:nc_e
level. Interviews with villagers in Sai Kung disclosed that their

ancestors had to search for cultivable land by terracing the

DWan to its ru
laiming marginal land

gged topography angd its location in the 3

€asternmaost peri

i phery of the il 1
traditionally been Cﬂnsiderefew Territories, Saij Kung has = |  steep slopes along the hills and by rec
;f?::?ssrb!e area. Despite these ‘;cat?gnm?te dand relatively  {  along the coast.

vantages of Saj Kun al and topograph; b

o : cal ; .
OPportunities that haye egv-:iizg'ebthem have exploited various | . The impact of such efforts was piecemeal because Iz:Lgai
region for their benefit. Throy c:h within and outside the |  scale expansion of agricultural activities in Sal Ku:j'-g wos
gh this adaptive process 1 thwarted by the rugged topography, scarcity of flat land, a
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rapid runoff of surface

g >Hrtace water along steep s| i '

badlrmprove their rlv!ng conditions, pec:;es ;DESS ‘fChrU, 1
Y In need of additional sources of income =

NG werg

The o i ‘
PENing up of Hong Kong as an international port +

ployment Dppnr{umﬁééi

€ impact of this on Saj

Kung was two-folgd:
wo-fold: (1) the onset of out-migration from g
3

emergen
gence of the market economy And .

;he mid—TQt_h century provided new em
ar people in Hong Kong at large. Th

region, and (2) the
small scale industry in Saj Kung
el
Kﬂwforgﬁi?y;nent opportunities
amicuuur&:?‘;;edssome villagers to leave Saj Kung f '
Sedmit Jobs. Some pf them were recruited as s '
G dppm_g tompanies. As most Chinese sail e i
o p rio of tnrne, the early seamen from S K 2
pmcemrgrants N overseas ports angd i
Faur:s?gsaznf emigration from the region (Blake, 1 :
; . P. 164; Watsan, 1975, pp. 60-62) e =

9 ended up

At the same time
; the overall d i
ﬁ:eate_d demands for agri|:~.uJturr:ulwempment :
W::tEr’IEI!, Feople in 5aj Kung, especial
10 enjoyed easier access o othe
quickly responded o
sprang up along Saj K
;Dr s 0! ung coast to produce buj
eCame a major soy
1982, p. 164).

n Hong Knn.
products and I:ruffdfng
ly those along the coast
Feas outside the region :

g€ use. Pig raising for urban

In those da
¥s, the terrain mad
e ;
between Saj Kung and Kowloo Srednis I Shmminicating

frequent

gradually emerged at Saj

: ai Kung T ich fishi

ﬁnd ferries departed for HanggHaEu;fl;mm bl
ong Kong Island (Faure, 1982, p. 167)

ng boats
then to Shaukeiwan on

cemEy 1900, Sai Kung Town had becom
er1fnr the entire region. Non- :
small industries |ike brick and |
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a thriving ma
: . rket
agricultura) activities, such as

ime kilns, blacksmiths, boat-

d during :

initiated subsequent

‘ :
O such demands. Lime and brick kilns
Iding material
2 markets
rce of income for some villagers fFaur: 2k

q

e

] repairing, and distillers, and commercial shops like bamboo
| vares, jewelries, bakeries, teahouses, herbalists, furniture, and
| coffin makers were clustered at the market town {Blake, 1981,
p. 28; Faure, 1982, p. 170). From shops at the market area,
{4 yillagers acquired daily necessities and supplies, such as oil
4§ and kerosene, which had to be imported from outside. Some of
" the commercial shops were also engaged in lending out money
. for interests and in helping villagers collect remittances from
' their emigrated relatives in overseas countries {Faure, 1982,

. 170).

The emergence of the market economy and small scale

* industries was, however, primarily confined to coastal areas.

Vast areas farther away than walking distance from Sai Kung
Town and the coast were virtually unaffected by this trend.
Villagers who were located in r
but to grow paddy for subsistence. The lack of transportation in
such areas made it prohibitively laborious to carry farm

emote areas had few options

products to market areas and to benefit from the emergirig
cash economy along the coast. More widespread and rapid
development in Sai Kung had to await improvement in intra-
and inter-regional transportation. This, however, did not occur

until the Second World War.

the Second World War, the entire territory of Hong

During
e war brought much

Kong was controlled by Japanese army. Th
hardship to the people of Sai Kung. One after the other,

Japanese soldiers and bandits intruded the villages in Sai
Kung. They took away villagers’ harvests and livestock, and
burnt their furniture and farm implements as firewood. For ?he
first time in the history of Sai Kung, people suffered starvation
:n 1942 and had to live on weeds (Faure, 1982, p. 187).

people in Sai Kung adjusted by
food consumption and by
supplementing their diets with sweet-potato. Some villagers
were engaged in the dangerous trade of smuggling,

transporting clothing and other consumer goods to southern
China and bringing back rice and other food stuffs (Faure, 1982,

pp. 197-8).

To survive the hardship,
drastically reducing their

f Japanese occupation (1941-45),
17
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pulation growth in
°d the demand for
mproved transport
n Saj Kung to rap

and Polarized Development:

:!a Ei.::jf Kung used to be © §

Empfﬂvabje skills
g KCIH '::' i
rented marginal land gﬁii'lﬁ 1
_r'nrng ‘T’CCUpatign B _.::. £
ind of land that the

urban Hon

L“—ba'n HOHQ Kﬂng
vegetables, meat
?TIOF‘I to KDW'DO[{
'dly transfer their
an markets. Truck

: L#] Kong Ex . -
ion du i ‘Perrencerj
€ o the in-migration of I:Eﬁdr::?jsr 5
edg
rhg: from the civil war nf-”
1961 ti Newcomers moveg Bl -
i e population of Sai | |
© 15,389 (Hong Kong a0

:;'-'"Q ‘ang .}arming thus formed a major source of income for most of the
on hiljs | refugee farmers in the region. Gradually, the profit from truck
farming was sufficient to induce indigenous farmers to convert
paddy fields into vegetable beds. The adoption of truck farming
over paddy in Sai Kung and other parts of the New Territories

{ was so pronounced that the transformation was generally
{ known as the “wvegetable revolution” in the agrh::uhural scene
of Hong Kong (Watson, 1975, pp. 42-44).

i

¥ Farming, however, was laborious and could at best

| produce enou
| young and asp
| available elsewhere, villagers left their

gh for subsistence. It was not at all attractive to
iring villagers. When better alternatives became
farms for such
in urban Hong Kong and

. ppportunities. Non-agricultural jobs
but emigration was more

- Kowloon provided some alternatives,
| appealing to the villagers of Sai Kung.

3 r years, some early seamen from Sai Kung
" had already established footholds in overseas countries, such
as U.S.A. the Netherlands, and U.K. Most of them wWere
engaged in the blooming business of Chinese restaurants in
their host countries (McGee & Drakakis-Smith, 1973). When
these emigrants returned to their home villages for visits, they
held feasts 10 entertain fellow villagers and relatives; rebuilt
and enlarged their farm houses with earned savings. Some
villages, such as Sha Kok Mei, were able to pool enough
donations from emigrants 10 help improve the village
environment by erecting school buildings and village halls. The
success of the earlier emigrants induced more villagers 1o
|eave Sai Kung and to seek entrance to overseas countries.

By the post-wa

m had a liberal policy for

Prior to 1962, The United Kingdo
citizens to the country.

the admission of Commonwealth .
People who were born or naturalized in Hong Kong were E;ritish
subjects and could immigrate to the United Kingdom without
restriction. Consequently, most of the intended emigrants from

Sai Kung preferred to move to the U.K..

in 1962, the UK. Government enacted the first
Commonwealth Immigrants Act, which imposed restrictions on
the numbers of immigrant waorkers from Commonwea_l’gh are_as
and required each new immigrant to have a job awaiting him
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Upon arrival. ppi
that Year, thousands of villa

the existing highway in Sai Kung. This further improved the
yransportational facilities in the region. Moreover, while
construction work was in progress, more than 3,000 workers
ere hired for various projects. Such people resided in work
amps in Sai Kung and depended upon the shops in Sai Kung
own for retail and other services. Some villagers and fishermen
remotenes neq the vicinity respﬂnded_ to such opportunities by joining the
G r S of sy ork team or by engaging in small businesses to serve the
ugee farme h ~§ new, albeit temporary, demand for services there.

~Ung were m
migration. yq

With more land from reclamation, additional buildings,
residents, and businesses, Sai Kung Town became a blooming
populati cenlter for the ent_ire region. In 1973, as many as 150 non-
alated ‘:r:m” i i agricultural establishments, such as restaurants, teahouses,

ed g . retail stores, building supplies, ship repairing, and cottage

Draka Kis-Smj th, 1973).

A/ ;
f Construct 5 reservgjteft;mn- | “dns " industries, were located in Sai Kung Town (Blake, 1981,
_ ©3Stern part of Sai kyr. High | ed tg = & pp. 38-42).
changes ung. Th o

In the region. The ;

5Cheme on Saj Kun The impact of the High Island Water Scheme on remote

affected villages a”gd ot i areas in Sai Kung, however, was unfavourable. Upon the
'Mprovement i intr 25 ol i K | completion of the reservoir in 1978, much of the surface water
temporary jops in re[a-r €gional transpgrtar: g Tol ) = & in its surroundings was directed into ditches and drained into
off of irrigation way a;m” o constrye the reservoir. This had the effect of cutting off the irrigating
Polarizeq A IOF fre:ldg far water for vast territories of agricultural land. Peasants in areas

far away from major streams suffered the problem of not
having enough water for irrigation. Many of them had to give
up farming and looked for alternative jobs in urban areas.

Y the Project ould h
ad to dve bee 3 :
' e Hong Kong GQI:,E relocated, T, ; o - The construction of High Island Reservoir and its related
relocatign allow ernment gra , & projects thus had the effect of polarizing the development

onCe, and cash for the; : ing, =~ % between accessible areas and remote territories within Sai
§ Kung. Coastal areas, particularly Sai Kung Town, which were
4 O"SWUEMIV, Sai Kung T : well served by the improved highway, benefited from the

- N9 Town was cong; . -~ § government projects. Remote areas, however, were adversely
affected, and people there were further induced to abandon
their homes for alternative opportunities elsewhere. By the
early 1970s, some remote villages at inaccessible sites had
been abandoned and totally deserted (Chiu, 1964; McGee &

Drakakis-Smith, 1973).

the : € relocatio iy
Ex Potential of gg; Kung T N of additiona
Sequent years, own for rapig

To facilitate

Scheme, Service S were byj) k for the High Islang w
u
ater The persistence of population decline in the remote areas

in Sai Kung, nevertheless, had preserved the ecology of such
21
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recreational area,
: region, including Sai
sland, was designated

b

o

s AN R

P

ng Government improved the transportational infrastructure
the region, provided additional means of public transport

|such as public light buses) so as to serve the area with greater
frequency, and specifically zoned certain localities, such as the
esort area on Kiu Tsui Island, for private developers to invest

the provision of commercial and recreational facilities.

With improved facilities and transportation, Sai Kung soon

‘pecame one of the most favoured country parks in Hong Kong.
puring the year 1985—86, over 1.6 million people visited Sai
Kung Country Park (Ming Pao, 14 Apr. 86). Most of these visitors
had to stop by Sai Kung Town to stock up their supplies, and to
take transfer to wvarious parts of the Country Park. The
designation of a vast Country Park in Sai Kung thus benefited

the commercial activities in Sai Kung Town.

Improved transportation brought in not only more visitors

but also residents to Sai Kung. The scenic beauty of Sai Kung
made it an ideal residential area for suburbanites. Improved
transportation induced developers to exploit the areas close to
major roads for villa-type low-rises. Upon completion, such
housing projects were socon occupied by people who were
attracted to stay there by the suburban environment of Sai
Kung. Since the late 1970s, more residential blocks have been
developed on the reclaimed land in the expanding Sai Kung
Town. During the decade of 1971-1981, the population of Sai

Kung was more than doubled from 19,551 to 44,682 {Hrfng
Kong Government, 1981). Until today, the demand for housing
in Sai Kung Town has remained exceedingly high.

Increased population and the large number of country park
visitors have escalated the demand for commercial and other
services at Sai Kung Town. In July, 1986, a survey conducted
for this paper discovered that as many as 230 commercial and
small scale industrial establishments were located in Sai Kung
Town. Such establishments included restaurants, supermarkets,
retail stores, dentists, furniture shops, banks, jewelry, hardware
and textile factories. In view of the developmental trend in Sai
Kung as a whole, the commercial sector in Sai Kung Town

should continue to prosper in years to cOme.

23




M i .
have bii?;r;::} villages along the major roads in Saia
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immuobile sho
preceding paragrap

' cannot be considered as an isolated entity. Its development has
to be understood within the context of the broader society of

which it forms a part.

Moreover, the observed process of developmental change

iz a manifestation of how people in the region have adapted to
the changing situation in the environment. For a better
understanding of regional development, it is necessary 10

onsider it as a process whereby people continually interact

with the environment. The emphasis should be on human
pehaviour, and on people's perception and utilization of
. resources, rather than on the physical attributes of resources

. per se.

In this regard, the perspective that natural resources are
uld be critically reconsidered. As described in the
hs, people are migratory. They could exploit
the resources in other areas and at the same time contribute to
the economy of their home regions. To plan better for the
utilization and allocation of resources, the migratory factor of

people should as well be taken into consideration.

s for a better understanding of why
asis of such an understanding, explicit
tribution and redistribution should be

formulated and be incorporated with strategies for the allocation
of resources (Fuchs and Demko, 1980; Pryor, 1979}
Unfortunately, until today, our knowledge of why people
migrate is at best inconclusive (De Jong and Fawcett, 1981).
Should we aim at more rational policies for regional
development and resource allocation, there is obviously an
urgent need for more integrated research on migration and

resource utilization.

This, however, call
people migrate. On the b
policies on population dis
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The f_cllowing life members have responded to the
Association’s fund raising drive and denoted money to the
Association.

SHA TN DISTRICT

Miss Hung Ling Cheung
Mrs. Ellen Mak

Miss Ng Suey Yee

Mr. So Yee To

Dr. Sit Fung Shuen

econdary Education Commitiee

1. A Teaching Aids and Strategies Sharing Session was
held on Movember 18, 1989 in the Teachers’ Centre in
which 37 members actively participated. There were
altogether six preparations. The programme was carried
out smoothly and everything went as scheduled. Some
participants suggested that the session could be extended
a little to accommodate one or two more presentations.

| Fig. 3: Country Parks in Saj Kung.

2. A Field Camp was jointly organized with the Agriculture
and Fisheries Department and the Education Department
on February 2—3, 1990 in the Field Studies Centre at Sai
Kung which attracted 30 participants. The programme
included a field excursion, a video show, a workshop and a
visit. The worksheets produced in the workshop are being
edited and should be ready for distribution to the
participants in April.

3. A pamphlet on field studies in Hong Kong is being
compiled. If everything goes smoothly, it should be ready
for distribution before September 1990. Watch out for it!

4 A talk of temperate cyclones and their destructive
power is being planned for mid-May. Details will be
released in due course.
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presentations of wark

participated in the Previous seminar on environman
education held in 1988. Don't mjsg it! SR

Open Day from June 29—July 1, 1990, Your Assoc
taking an active part in it. If you are interested in

ation |§
Please contact Mr. Yeung Pui Ming at 839247¢.

he!pfng &

7. Two public fectures to be given by Dr
M. MNaish are being
details will be announ
that they will be held
of Hong Kong, on Au

- D. Biddle ang py,
planned for August 1ggg, Furthe,
ced at a later date, {lt i :

in the Faculty of Education

. Univers;
gust 7—8B, 1990 at 6:00 pm ™y

Extramural Course on Geog raphy of China

Preparations have been made to offer 4 course on th
Geography of China in conjunction with the Departrmen

Extramural Studies of the Chinese University of Haong
Kong. The course js entitled “Advancement in China’
Topics for Secondary Schog) Geography Teachers” and
will be offered in July this vyear. Lectures will pe
Supplemented by 3 six-day field trip to northern and

central Guangdong in mid-August. Pleage watch out for @
details in the Summer Programme to be released shortly
by the CUHK Extramural Studies Department,

Tenth Ho ng Kong Geography Day

ng Geography Day was held at the
16—-17, 1390, The theme i
was Geographic/Land ke

The two-days
jointly sponsored by Hewlett-Packard

nd Buildings and Lands Department of
Hong Kong Government by Dr, Anthony Yeh, Chairman of

the Association and Acting Assistant Director of the Centre
of Urban Studies and Urban Flanning, University of Hong -
Kong, spoke on * Principles and Applications of Geographic/

30
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"?: ong Kong University

onference under Planning

g D
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raphy and Geo nd
The Depat‘tmegt E;Lrgrfgeg on Geographical Research a
aCorr

z il 27—
organize an the University on April 2

" held at is to bring
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Notes to Contributors 'l
The Hong Kong Geographer is published on a tri-annual basis
by the Hong Kong Geographical Association. The Journal
welcomes full-length articles, research notes, and comments
and opinions on current development of Geography both in
Hong Kong and abroad and the teaching of Geography at the
secondary level. It also welcomes book reviews and field trip
guides and publishes news of schools, colleges, universities
and research institutes which may be written in English ar §
Chinese. In the latter case, the editorial board reserves the right
to ask the author to submit a type-written copy of the paper or
to bear the typesetting cost. Very tight financial restraints’®
render this necessary.
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