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Association News

HKGA Representative in Hong Kong Teachers' Centre

We are glad to share the news that our Vice-chairman, Dr. Yeung Pui Ming has been
elected as an Advisory Management Committee Member for the 18™ Session of Advisory
Management Committee (2008-2010) of the Hong Kong Teachers' Centre (HKTC). The
HKGA will keep on organizing geography-related activities with the HKTC. One of the
latest activities held in May 2008 is a fieldwork seminar in the HKTC's Annual Conference
"Curriculum Development and Teaching Practice”. The seminar topic is "Fieldwork Learning
in Geography for Junior and Senior Geography Students" by Dr. Lai Kwok-chan (Head
of Strategic and Academic Planning at the Hong Kong Institute of Education).

Events on the Day of 2008 Annual General Meeting (26 April 2008)

Before the Annual General Meeting 2008, a free GIS Workshop on "Conducting Spatial
Enquiry in the New Senior Secondary Geography Curriculum" with 41 participants was
held in the morning (Workshop summary on P.5). The 2008 AGM was held at the Map
Library, Department of Geography, the University of Hong Kong. The Chair's report, the
Honorary Treasurer's report and the Secondary School Committee's report were received
in the meeting. The prize presentation ceremony of Secondary School Project Learning
Competition 2007 was also held during the AGM.

Hong Kong Geography Day 2008: Inter-school Poster Design Competition

The call for competition entries was sent to all Secondary Schools in April. The winning
design with the theme of "Climate Change" will be used as the event poster and souvenir
production of Hong Kong Geography Day 2008 held in November. The competition has
received overwhelming reponses with over 70 entries from 26 schools. Results will be
announced in the near future.

Forthcoming Events |

15 November 2008 Hong Kong Geography Day 2008 '
(Co-organized with Department of Geography, HKU)
| December 2008 International workshop on GIS for school education

(Co-organized with Department of Geography, HKBU)
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Hong Kong Geographer is now calling for papers

Your contribution is most welcome to diversify the contents of Hong Kong Geographer.
Articles (with a maximum of 1000 words) related to Geography, such as teaching and
learning methods, opinions on curriculum and field trip summaries, etc. are suitable.
Please kindly email your article to enquiry@hkga.org. (Hong Kong Geographer Editorial
Board reserves the rights to edit and publish selected articles.)
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Chmate Change and Geog raphical Education

& other geographical topics

Date: 15 November 2008 (Saturday)

~ Time: 9:00am - 5:00pm
Venue: The University of Hong Kong
Enquiry/Contact: <geogday@hkucc.hku.hk>

Activities:
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Keynote Speech by Mr Lam Chiu Ying, Director of Hong Kong Observatory
University Faculty and Postgraduate Seminar Sessions
Talks for Secondary School Teachers and Students
Geography-related Exhibition by University Departments, Students
Associations, Government Departments, NGOs & Private Corporations
Field Trip to Kadoorie Agricultural Research Centre (HKU)
Study-areas include landslides, hill-fire and sediment production; vegetation and hill-fire;
and hill-slope hydrology
Field Trip to Satellite Remote Sensing Receiving Station (CUHK)
HKU Geography Departmental Facilities Open House
Book Fair

Co-organisers: @;F Hong Kong Geographical Association gw Department of Geography, HKU
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Field Study to the Power Plants in Shenzhen Area:
A Comparative Study

i

On 19 January, Mr. Jasper Ip of Eco Spot and 38 participants gathered at Shenzhen and
departed for the Shenzhen Garden and Flower Expo Park in Futian CEill|fEEEHITEH
[EEE), where a one Megawatt grid-connected photovoltaic power generation system is
located. It is the largest project in Asia. The group visited the generator room and the
photovoltaic generation components at the East Area of the Park. After a lunch in a sea
food restaurant at Nanao, the group departed for the Guangdong Daya Bay Nuclear Power
Station. The group visited the exhibition center for the models of nuclear reactors and
the power generation process. Participants also enjoyed a magnificent bird's eye view of
the whole nuclear power plant at the top of the observatory site.

During the field study, Mr. Jasper Ip and the participants carried out interactive discussions
on different topics of renewable energy, including the technical operation of solar and
nuclear power generation, treatment of radioactive waste, advantages and disadvantages
of solar, wind and nuclear power, and the difficulties and future of using renewable energy
in Hong Kong. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Ip and the Fieldtrip
Committee for organizing this informative and wonderful fieldtrip for our members.

Solar Power Plant

Daya Bay Nuclear Power Station




Free GIS Workshop: "Conducting Spatial Enquiry in the New Senior
Secondary Geography Curriculum”

This Workshop on Module One: Managing Urban Transport of the HKGA project “Conducting
Spatial Enquiry in the New Senior Secondary Geography Curriculum” led by Dr. Becky
P.Y. Loo and funded by the Education and Manpower Bureau has been successfully held
on 26 April 2008 (Saturday) at the GIS Laboratory of The University of Hong Kong. The
Workshop was over-subscribed two weeks in advance. A total of 41 participants attended
the Workshop.

Based on the fieldwork data collected on Hennessy Road '
in Wan Chai, participants of this Workshop have learnt to:

» Create a database by importing data and creating an
entity-relationship model with Microsoft® Access

* Understand data and entity in GIS
* Practise table joins for database management in GIS
« Present data with diagrams in GIS

Thanks to the kind cooperation and patience
=2 of all Workshop participants and the capable

. ! assistance provided by the assistants (Mr.
William Leung, Miss Alice Chow, Mr. Rex Liu,
Mr. Eric Chan and Miss Winnie Lam), the
Workshop has been a success with 16.2% of
the respondents strongly agreeing that the
Workshop was very useful. 70.3% agreed that
the Workshop was useful and 10.8% were
neutral. Moreover, 97.3% indicated that they
would like to attend similar workshops in the future. We received many innovative ideas
about the design of Module Two. We sincerely wish that the project will produce results
which are of value to Secondary School teachers! Should you have any comment or
enquiry, please do not hesitate to write to us.
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Secondary School Project Learning Competition 2007:
Champion’s Project Summary

Wan Chai Reclamation Phase II: Gain or Loss?

Cheung Tin Chun Gavin, Fan Chun Yin, Hung Cheung Fat Harvey, Tse Pui Wung Arthur,
Wun Hon Yip (St. Joseph's College, Teacher: Ms. Susanna M.F. Kwan)

introduction

Nowadays, Hong Kong people are always busy and not noticing
the existence of the Victoria Harbour. However, when the
government released the Wan Chai Reclamation Phase Two in
response to the traffic congestion in Central and Wan Chai, it
raised the attention of the public. In this project, we shall introduce
the arguments for and against Wan Chai Reclamation Phase
Two, and our suggestions to the reclamation project.

Reasons for Reclamation

M%‘:’ : 0
A. Traffic Congestion ;
As an international financial centre, Hong Kong must develop £/, _ Y
an efficient traffic network. By reclamation and construction x
of the Central-Wanchai Bypass, our traffic network will be o
strengthened and the current traffic congestion will be eased.

B. Rail Network

Building a better rail network can attract more people to take
the railway and can further reduce traffic congestion. In the
scheme of Wan Chai Reclamation Phase Il, stations would
be built in the reclaimed area for two railways—Shatin to |
Central Link and North Hong Kong Island Line.

C. Removing the Barrier Reaching Harbour-Front
Most buildings at the harbour-front caused barriers for people

to reach the harbour-front. Reclamation is the best way to
give back the harbour-front to the public.

D. Reducing Waves

Embankments, made by concrete blocks, built at the coastline §
of the reclamation project can reduce the waves in Victoria
Harbour by absorbing over 75% of the energy of the waves,
thus making Hong Kong a safer entrepot.

E. Tourism

Wan Chai isn’'t a popular tourist district because of the lack of wonderful tourist attractions.
By reclamation, tourists attractions and public utilities can be built, which can improve
the tourism industry in Wan Chai district and can provide more leisure places to Wan Chai
citizens.

(6]




Reasons against Reclamation

A. Harbour Safety

Hong Kong is one of the busiest ports in the world. Because of this, Victoria harbour has to
have space for ships to pass through. If the Victoria Harbour is being reclaimed further, the
situation will be worsened and accidents will increase sharply.

B. Aesthetic Value

The government’s plan to build concrete blocks (embankments)
to reduce the waves in the Victoria Harbour. This made the
aesthetic value of the Victoria Harbour decreases.

C. Congestion Creation

One of the main purposes of Wan Chai reclamation project is
to ease the busy traffic in Gloucester Road and Hennessy
Road. However, the project will create more traffic during the
construction and after it.

D. Air Pollution

Reclamation will produce a lot of air pollutants and toxic gases
such as sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and carbon monoxide.
Diseases like heart disease or lung cancer will grow and our health
will be endangered.

E. Contaminated Mud & Mud Dumping

During reclamation, a large amount of rather high concentration of various toxic pollutants
such as DDT, PCB and heavy metals like mercury will be produced and poliuted the water
around. These chemicals are detrimental to the health of marine animals.

F. Flushing Action

Under the government’s scheme, there will be a park and the noon day gun will be moved to
the newly reclaimed land. Narrowing of the harbour from reclamation will reduce the flushing
action of tides.

Summary
,+ Wan Chai Reclamation Phase Il should not
__ i _z~-7  be banned as it is the best choice to solve
P = _ w7 . the current problems in Wan Chai, traffic
; ==~ congestion, lack of rail network and tourism
<L .+ spots, having too many barriers in Wan Chai
~-»7 Y7 District and too many waves in Victoria

Harbour. However, the government’s proposal
] : > on this reclamation project should not be
. o oy o accepted as there are too many defects. The
government’s plan is far too large in scale and
therefore, this plan should be abolished. By balancing the pros and cons for reclamation, we
think that Wan Chai Reclamation Phase Il should be kept, but in a much smaller scale. By
considering the pros and cons of reclamation discussed, and the results of the survey which
interviewed Wan Chai and non-Wan Chai residents, we are going to plan Wan Chai Reclamation
Phase Il by ourselves. The plan includes the suggestions of the bypass design, reclamation
museum, opera house, sheltered restaurants, monorail and underground office buildings.
During the design process, we will try our best to make the plan satisfying all parties and will
benefit Hong Kong.
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Secondary School Project Learning Competition 2007:
First Runner-up's Project Summary
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Secondary School Project Learning Competition 2007
Second Runner-up's Project Summary
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Secondary School Project Learning Competition 2007:
Prize Presentation Ceremony

Merits

Carmel Bunnan Tong
Memorial Secondary
School

Cheung Wing Wai

Chang Ka Man

Luk Kam Tsam

Tam Tze Wan

Yip Sze Pui

1*! Runner-up

Cheung Chau Government
Secondary School

Fung Pak Tung

Champion KoY

5t. Joseph's College Larﬁ Ygg '}"]ﬁg
Cheung Tin Chun Gavin Po Kit Ying
Fan Chun Yin Sin Chun Man

Hung Cheung Fat Harvey

Tse Pui Wung Arthur

Wun Hon Yip

(Represented by Ms. Susanna Kwan)

2 Runner-up
PLK Ma Kam Ming
Coliege

Cheung Yuen Ting
Lea ¥i Kwan

Leung Shuk Man

Man Yuet Yu

Wong Pak Ling

Member Information Update

Have you moved recently? Are you a life member joined HKGA years ago?

To update your information (especially the contact address and email to receive the
latest news of HKGA), email us via enquiry@hkga.org.

Advertisement in Hong Kong Geographer

The circulation of Hong Kong Geographer reaches all Secondary Schools in Hong
Kong plus all our full, life, corporate and student members, including Secondary School
Geography / LS teachers, academic staff of tertiary institutions and students.

Advertisement Charge Corporate members enjoy a 10% discount!

1/4 Ad page: HKS$550 Wanna post an ad, please contact the Editorial Board
1/2 A4 page: HK$1,000 via enquiry@hkga.org(All contents and graphics are
One A4 page: HK$2,000 printed in Pantone green and black colour)

@




